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CATEGORY 1 ACCIDENTS SINCE 1966

	1.
April 1973, near the RN Armament 

Depot, Coulport
	Minor vehicle collision, Polaris convoy.  No damage to weapons.

 

	2.
February 1974, off Malta
	Handling incident on board ship involving a WE177 weapon.  Some scratching of protective material.  No damage to weapon.

 

	3.
1974, at sea
	Protective diaphragm compressed on to Polaris missile.  No damage to missile or warheads.

 

	4.
August 1977, RNAD Coulport
	Handling incident involving Polaris missile.  No damage to missile or warheads.

 

	5.
1981, at sea
	Protective diaphragms compressed onto Polaris missiles.  No damage to missiles or warheads.

 

	6.
August 1983, M8 near Glasgow
	Road traffic accident involving Polaris convoy.  Minor damage to RAF vehicle.  No damage to warheads.

 

	7.
January 1987, in Wiltshire
	Road traffic accident involving WE177 convoy.  Minor damage to one vehicle.  No damage to containerised weapons.


In addition to the three road traffic accidents referred to in the attached table, our research has identified one other, similar event, which took place in 1960 in Lincolnshire. There was no damage to the weapon involved. Since this event predates the current reporting system, it is unclear whether, in today’s terms, it would be categorised as an Accident.  

Incidents                                                                                                                                                                              Ministry of Defence definition of a nuclear weapon incident: An incident is an unexpected event which has been reported so that we can draw from it any broader lessons for safety policy and practice, or because the event itself may come to public attention.  From this, it will be seen that incidents are events that do not involve any threat to public safety and, for this reason, I am withholding further details under Exemption 1 of the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information.  
 Our thorough re-examination of surviving records allows me to reaffirm, without qualification, that our nuclear weapons safety record is good:
        there has never been a weapons accident resulting in the release of radioactive material; 

        there has never been damage to a weapon which risked a radioactive leak or an explosion;

        there has never been a nuclear weapon lost.
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