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I CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS FAILURE 
 
?? THE SECRECY SURROUNDING TRIDENT THREATENS DEMOCRACY THE UK PUBLIC 

CANNOT MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS WHEN THEY DO NOT HAVE THE FACTS 
 
?? UNLAWFUL DETENTION OF PROTESTERS WHEN CONVOYS GO BY 

 
?? UNLAWFUL ARRESTS OF PROTESTERS 

 
?? EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE BY POLICE TO HOLD PROTESTERS 

 
?? DENIAL OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION TO PREVENT 

DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST CONVOYS & AROUND BASES 
 
?? DENIAL OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION WHEN CONVOYS GO BY 

 
??  DENIAL OF FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WHEN CONVOYS GO BY 
 
?? CITIZENS OPPOSED TO TRIDENT ARE SUBJECT TO SURVEILLANCE 
 
?? TRIDENT CONVOYS ON HIGHLY CONGESTED ROADS EXPOSE OTHER ROAD USERS TO 

NUCLEAR RISK 
 
?? IN THE EVENT OF AN ACCIDENT, CITIZENS WILL BE UNDER VIRTUAL MARTIAL LAW 

 
 
 
II DELIVERY SYSTEM FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT SUBMARINES IN PORT ARE A CONSTANT TERRORIST TARGET 
 
?? THE DEPLOYMENT OF TRIDENT AT SEA BELONGS TO A PREVIOUS COLD WAR AGE 

 
?? RECRUITMENT OF SUBMARINERS HAS BECOME MORE DIFFICULT: THE RISKS NOW 

GREATER, MORE UNDERSTOOD & NUCLEAR CREDIBILITY IS MORE QUESTIONABLE 
 
 
 
III DIPLOMATIC FAILURE 
 
?? THE THREAT POSED BY TRIDENT, AND THE STRAIN PLACED ON IT AS AN OVERWHELMING 

WEAPON, DENIES BRITAIN THE OPPORTUNITY FOR REAL DIALOGUE & CO-OPERATION 
BETWEEN STATES 

 
?? BRITAIN CAN NEVER BE TRUSTED TO NEGOTIATE IN GOOD FAITH BECAUSE IT IS NON-

COMPLIANT WITH THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY (NPT) 
 
?? MISREADING OF ANOTHER STATES’ INTENTIONS CANNOT BE CORRECTED AFTER 

TRIDENT IS USED 
 
?? A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION TO CONFLICT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE AFTER THE USE OF 

TRIDENT 
 
?? TRIDENT DISCREDITS BRITAIN’S INTERNATIONAL STANDING BY CLAIMING DIPLOMATIC 

SUPERIORITY FROM AN UNUSABLE WEAPON 
 
?? TRIDENT SUPPORTS THE VIEW THAT SUCH MILITARY MIGHT BRINGS SECURITY 
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IV DISARMAMENT FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT PREVENTS BRITAIN COMPLYING WITH ITS NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 

OBLIGATIONS 
 
?? NO STATE CONTEMPLATING A NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAMME WILL TAKE NOTICE OF 

THE NPT SINCE THE FIVE NUCLEAR WEAPONS STATES REMAIN IN BREACH OF THE 
TREATY 

 
 
 
V DOMESTIC SECURITY FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT IS A PRIME TARGET  
 
?? SECURITY AGAINST TERRORIST ATTACK AT ANY POINT IN THE NUCLEAR CYCLE HAS 

BECOME A CRITICAL RISK 
 
?? THEFT OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS IS A CONSTANT RISK 
 
?? THE ATOMIC WEAPONS ESTABLISHMENT (AWE) ALDERMASTON & BURGHFIELD NUCLEAR 

WEAPONS SITES ARE NOT SECURE 
 
?? TRIDENT UNDERMINES THE OBJECTIVE OF MAINTAINING SECURITY BY PUBLIC CONSENT 

& CO-OPERATION 
 
 
 
VI ECONOMIC FAILURE 
 
?? THE HIGH COST OF TRIDENT HAS LED TO DEEP FINANCIAL CUTS TO CONVENTIONAL 

FORCES FOR SECURITY AND PEACE KEEPING 
 
?? DEFENCE SPENDING ON TRIDENT IS DISPROPORTIONATE TO THE SECURITY PROVIDED 

 
?? TRIDENT CREATES FINANCIAL COSTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND SECURITY TERMS 

 
?? TRIDENT ADDS TO LONG-TERM PUBLIC HEALTH CARE COSTS 

 
?? IN THE EVENT OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT, THE COUNTRY MAY NEVER RECOVER 

FINANCIALLY 
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VII ENVIRONMENTAL FAILURE 
 
?? DEVASTATING LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE BY NUCLEAR 

FUEL REPROCESSING TO PRODUCE WEAPONS GRADE PLUTONIUM FOR TRIDENT 
 
?? BACKGROUND RADIATION IS CONTINUALLY RAISED BY THE SERVICING OF TRIDENT 

WARHEADS, ADDING TO EXISTING RADIOACTIVE FALL-OUT FROM NUCLEAR WEAPONS’ 
USE, TESTING, PRODUCTION, DEPLOYMENT & DECOMMISSIONING 

 
??  CONTAMINATED SITES AT AWE ALDERMASTON & BURGHFIELD, UKAEA SELLAFIELD AN D 

OTHERS MUST BE MONITORED AND SECURED FOR EVER 
 
?? THE SERVICING AND OPERATION OF TRIDENT CONTINUES TO ADD UNNECESSARILY TO 

THE LEGACY OF NUCLEAR WASTE & CONTAMINATION  
 
?? NO SOLUTION HAS BEEN FOUND TO THE SAFE STORAGE OF TRIDENT NUCLEAR WASTE: 

WARHEADS, REACTORS, AND PRODUCTION PLANT 
 
?? IN THE EVENT OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT, THE ENVIRONMENT MIGHT NEVER RECOVER 

 
?? TRIDENT IS ALLOWED TO TRUMP LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL DANGERS  
 

 
 
VIII INDEPENDENT STATUS FAILURE 
 
?? BRITAIN’S RELIANCE ON THE UNITED STATES FOR MISSILES AND SATELLITE TARGETING 

FOR TRIDENT CONFUSES THE NOTION OF AN INDEPENDENT WEAPON 
 
?? TRIDENT IS AN AMERICAN WEAPON WITH DUAL CONTROL 

 
 
 
IX INTERNATIONAL SECURITY FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT DOES NOTHING TO ENHANCE BRITAIN’S SECURITY 
 
?? TRIDENT POSES THE DEEPEST AND WIDEST SECURITY AND SAFETY RISK TO THE PEOPLE 

OF BRITAIN AND THE WORLD 
 
?? AS A SECURITY SYSTEM FOR THE 20TH CENTURY, TRIDENT NO LONGER ADDRESSES 21ST 

CENTURY RISKS 
 
?? ALTHOUGH TRIDENT IS NO LONGER BELIEVED TO PROVIDE “ULTIMATE SECURITY”, ITS 

EXISTENCE FORECLOSES ON ANY OTHER VIEW OF WHAT SECURITY ACTUALLY ENTAILS 
 
?? TRIDENT IS NOT A SOLUTION TO STATE OR NON-STATE, LOCAL OR GLOBAL THREATS 

 
?? RELIANCE ON ALL CONSUMING FIRE-POWER PRECLUDES ANY OTHER CONCEPT OF 

SECURITY OR ANY OTHER MEANS OF ACHIEVING IT THROUGH COOPERATION 
 
?? TRIDENT IS BRITAIN’S ULTIMATE PROBLEM 

 
?? ANY USE OF TRIDENT COULD BE THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF LIFE ON EARTH 

 
?? NUCLEAR WEAPONS HAVE FAILED TO PROTECT THE PEOPLES OF THE EARTH: EAST, 

WEST, SOUTH AND NORTH 



 
 

iv 
 

X  LEGAL FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT BREACHES INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN & ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
 
?? TRIDENT IS A WEAPON OF GENOCIDE, VIOLATING INTERNATIONAL, TREATY & DOMESTIC 

LAW: THE GENEVA CONVENTION, THE GENOCIDE CONVENTION AND THE GENOCIDE ACT 
 
?? THE THREAT OR USE OF TRIDENT CANNOT EVER BE JUSTIFIED 
 
?? THE CRIMINALITY OF TRIDENT SUBVERTS THE RULE OF LAW, NATIONALLY AND 

INTERNATIONALLY 
 
 
 
XI  MILITARY FAILURE 
 
?? TRIDENT CAN NEVER BE USED  
 
?? IF BRITAIN LAUNCHED TRIDENT, A RECIPROCAL ATTACK WOULD ANNIHILATE THE PEOPLE 

CLAIMED TO BE PROTECTED 
 
?? ESCALATION COULD LEAD TO A GLOBAL NUCLEAR WINTER 

 
?? TRIDENT HAS A LEAD ROLE IN THE ARMS RACE 

 
?? NO MILITARY COMMANDER WANTS NUCLEAR WEAPONS, IT IS A FEW POLITICIANS THAT 

DO 
 
 
 
XII PRODUCTION FAILURE 

 
?? THE AWE TRIDENT SITES ARE A CONSTANT TARGET 
 
?? THE AWE TRIDENT SITES POSE A CONSTANT RISK OF NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 

 
?? FURTHER PRODUCTION IS NOT NECESSARY TO MEET EXISTING POLICY COMMITMENTS, 

YET AWE IS SET TO DEVELOP FACILITIES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH & NUCLEAR TESTING 
 
??  PRODUCERS OF TRIDENT BREACH INTERNATIONAL LAW: ICJ 1996 & BY REFLECTION, 

DOMESTIC CUSTOMARY HUMAN RIGHT LAW 
 
?? PRODUCERS OF TRIDENT BREACH NPT TREATY LAW BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS 

 
?? PRODUCERS OF TRIDENT SUBVERT THE RULE OF LAW 
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XIII SAFETY FAILURE 
 
?? NUCLEAR TRANSPORT IS THE WEAK LINK IN THE CHAIN OF SAFETY AND SECURITY RISKS 
 
?? SERIOUS AND FATAL ACCIDENTS TO THE PUBLIC HAVE OCCURRED ON THE ROADS  

 
?? MINISTRY OF DEFENCE POLICE HAVE BEEN KILLED AND INJURED ESCORTING TRIDENT 

CONVOYS 
 
?? ACCIDENTS AT AWE HAVE CAUSED CONTAMINATION OF WORKERS & PROSECUTION OF 

THE OPERATOR 
 
?? THE CONSTANT RISK OF CONTAMINATION, CRITICALITY AND FATAL ACCIDENTS DUE TO 

HUMAN ERROR, MECHANICAL OR COMPUTER FAILURE AT AWE IS UNACCEPTABLE 
 
?? AWE REPORT RAISED LEVELS OF KIDNEY AND STOMACH CANCERS IN THEIR 

WORKFORCE 
 
?? NO DATA IS AVAILABLE FOR THE CAUSE OF DEATH OF AWE RETIRED WORKERS. MANY 

LOCAL PEOPLE CONSIDER CANCERS ARE WORK-RELATED  
 
?? NEIGHBOURING COMMUNITIES TO NUCLEAR SITES AND CONVOY ROUTES SUFFER THE 

CONSTANT RISK OF A NUCLEAR ACCIDENT 
 
?? AWE SITES CREATE AN ACCUMULATION OF RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION IN GROUND 

WATER, WATER COURSES AND SOIL 
 
?? LOCAL AUTHORITIES ARE OBLIGED TO BE PREPARED FOR NUCLEAR ACCIDENTS ON 

MILITARY SITES & DURING TRANSPORT OF WEAPONS 
 
?? SUBMARINE ACCIDENTS IN TRAINING, EXERCISE AND OPERATION HAVE OCCURRED  

 
 
 
XIV  TRANSPORTATION FAILURE 

 
?? HIGHWAYS AND MOTORWAYS ARE NOT DESIGNED, BUILT & OPERATED TO PROTECT 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
 
?? WEAPONS CANNOT BE TRANSPORTED IN SECRET IN A DEMOCRACY 
 
?? WEAPONS OUT ON THE DOMESTIC HIGHWAYS ARE IN A TOTALLY UNFAMILIAR 

ENVIRONMENT AND ARE THEREFORE VULNERABLE  
 
?? TRIDENT CONVOYS ARE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF FIXED-SITE OPERATORS 
 
?? WARHEAD CARRIERS ARE NOT RADIATION FREE 
 
?? NUCLEAR TRANSPORT IS THE WEAKEST LINK IN THE CHAIN OF SECURITY AND SAFETY 

RISKS 
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THE FAILURE OF TRIDENT 
 
 

CONCLUSION  
 
IN ORDER FOR BRITAIN TO BUILD A HUMANE, LEGAL, SUSTAINABLE, RELIABLE 
SECURITY STRUCTURE IT MUST:  
 
i.    RENOUNCE THE THREAT AND USE OF TRIDENT  
ii.  REMOVE NUCLEAR WARHEADS FROM SUBMARINES 
iii.  RETURN TRIDENT MISSILES TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
iv   SYSTEMATICALLY DECOMMISSION WARHEADS AND 
      SUBMARINES 
v.   DECOMMISSION PRODUCTION PLANT AT AWE ALDERMASTON 
vi.  CLOSE AWE BURGHFIELD ASSEMBLY PLANT 
vii. COMMISSION FURTHER RESEARCH ON DECOMMISSIONING, SAFE 
      STORAGE AND VERIFICATION AT AWE ALDERMASTON 
 
BRITAIN CAN THEN TAKE THE LEAD IN DISARMAMENT: MORALLY, 
DIPLOMATICALLY LEGALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. 
 
 
AS WITH ITS ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, BRITAIN SHOULD ABANDON 
WORN OUT RHETORIC AND ESTABLISH A REAL ETHICAL FOREIGN POLICY. 
PEACE AND SECURITY IS BASED ON CO-OPERATION, RESPECT FOR OTHERS, 
JUSTICE AND LAW. 
 
TO REMOVE THIS HEAVY NUCLEAR BURDEN WILL TAKE COURAGE. TO SHARE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR HUMANITY CANNOT INCLUDE THE IRRESPONSIBLE 
OPTION TO PRESS THE NUCLEAR BUTTON. 
 
TO KEEP NUCLEAR WEAPONS UNTIL THEY ARE USED IS WEAKNESS AND SELF 
DESTRUCTIVE. 
 
TO KEEP NUCLEAR WEAPONS NOW IS TO CONFUSE SECURITY WITH POWER. 
 
TO KEEP NUCLEAR WEAPONS NOW WILL CONTINUE TO CREATE AND SUSTAIN 
THE ARMS RACE. 
 
TO BE A POWER FOR GOOD IS WITHIN OUR CONTROL. 
 
TO USE POWER TO LAUNCH GENOCIDE BEYOND OUR CONTROL IS NOT ONLY 
EVIL BUT BEYOND INTELLECTUAL REASON. 
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