Site Inspection Report No: AWE 2007/061

5. PRINCIPAL STAFF SEEN:

AWE Burghfiel

1Preject Manager,

g8. POINTS OF INTEREST TQ OTHER SITES/SITE INSPECTORS
None.
7. SUMMARY

No planned compliance inspection was underiaken during this visit due to the
flocding event that occurred at AWE Burghfield. Progress on recovery from this is
ongoeing. A number of project mestings were atiendad, and good progress was
made in clarifyi ng a number of issuss and identifying ways forward. £ :

8. REPORT

8.1 Planned Inspection

Nong carfied out

8.2 Reactive Inspections

Mona carriad cut during this visit.

8.3 Licensee's Project Related Work

8.3.1 Mesting on Enginesering Siatus of Plant Following Flood
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flood level and so was not badly sffected. However, condensation was visible in a
number of units, which had the potential to cause problems. Having ensured that ail
switches were of at the main switchboard and ihere was no distribution load, = full
examination of the electrical status of the plant was begun. Condensalion in some
of the fire detection panels le to believe that false alarme coudd be
a real problem and so he made ecisicn not to re-instate the systemn. Qur ND
Fire Surveyor, £ _ has assessed this situation and is content that
the substitute altangernents that AWE(B) put in place whilst the fire detection
system was not operable were adequate (see TRIM reference 2007/178433).

These arrangemants includad an increased fire walch and a review of the facility fire
risk assessment. A team from Criticality Safety Group was alsc called in and
corfirmed the fact that the fissile inventory in the facility was such that the risk from
criticality was incredible; hence the decision was taken rot to use the battery back-
up for the Criticality Incident Detection system.

then provided me with an update of ihe current status of each of the
buxldmus Power had been restored o each of the main process buildings enabling
fights and HVAC 1o be switehed back on. In many cases, HVAC was only restored
to assist with drying of the buildings. The status.of Buddmg * was. particularly
important as it contained an inventory which needed to be recoversd. Although full
power was available, power was limited to that which was required for the recovery
operation. The floor was inspected and declared to be i good condition by
2 He advised me that the Civils DA had also undertaken an inspection; itirthe

distussion on the recovery of the inventory from this building is reported in 8.3.2
below. :

The other building containing an inveniory was oenmderﬂd to be & bit mare
problematic by ) not from a nuclear safety point of view but rather from a
Company point © This is because it contains a number of one-off items, for
which the controlling mechanisms etc were all under water and so could have
experienced significant damage. Although believed that recovery of the
inventory would not be compromised by any damags to these plant ilems,
the recovery could potentially be more difficult than the other building. Again further
discussion is raport ’:ed in 8.3.2 below.

described the way forward for the facility. He was working on a
mime o ensure that all buildings have undergone 2t jeast a visual inspection.
his will flush out the need to do more tests. Ateam jed by § is working
through the EMIT schedule. In general if is expecied that m vili still be
within the tolerance specified in the relevant CSIL | was advised that if the
maintenance extended oculside ths iolerance for whatey zson, then this would
go through the 804 changs control procass. | advise ' L) that as part of my
inspections over the coming months | would ensure thai™ T of ali plant which
may affoct safety is underiaken in accordance with the arrangements under LC 28,
specially those items which may have been affected during the evert.

Owverall,
that the fiooding

s
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slizved that from 2 maintenance point of view, hz did not belisve
usad any major issues that may affect nuciesr saisiy.
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8.3.2 Meeting on Remediaticn Foliowing Flood

[nd myself to discuss the way forward for the facility following the aftermath
] { pflor;ty *or AWE(B) was to remove tho mvento \ r_m

| was shown the mmutns of Lhe first meeting of this
panel and it appeared o me that alt necessary stakeholders were in attendance,

a.g. representatives from safety, . explosives : !
copies of reports that had been produced to justity the status of the buiiding. These
included a Civil Engineéring regort, an inspection report from the Maintenance
Authority and a report from the § A ALARP justification was also
produced io consider the options 1or the mventory in the building. A way forward
had been preduced and agreed by the § was content that the proposed
solution had been through AWE's own dug process and appeared {o be reasonable.
(Post mesating note: this solution was invoked and the inventory has been deall with
satisfactoriiy).

We ihen discuzsed the way forward for the inventory in Building was advised
ihat the same due process would be used as for Building @ialthough this building
would present more of a challenge, not ieast becauss there are more options
availeble ic AWE(B). docvised me that apart from recovery of the
inventory, no othier work was being undertaken on the facility. He added that once
the recovery had been comﬁiﬂted all buildings would essentially be handed over to
engineering for the e facility to be restored to its pre- fAood cendition.

lso confirmed tha current status of the facility’s emergency

arrang . All emergency services were fully operational, although the Failback
Zone Cantrc:si ant was nof avallable  As an alternative arrangement the Burghfield
Forward Control Vehicle (FCV) was positioned at a fall back position in the
courtyard and the FCV from Aidemmaston held in reserve. | was content that these
arrangemeants were satisfactory.

that | would amend my inspection plan over the coming

: { on spectic aspecis of the reco xery anc re *nmirc:imir“g of
11 ty to. get back to full production. Additionally, | advised r‘«""\f' E{B) that | would
ge /, articular attention to how flooding is addressed in the safely case
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Burghfield Operations:

A presentation on further details of the impact of the fiooding was given. Attention

will be given to how flooding is addressed in the safely case. | indicated that | would

focus on how this is addressed in both the PRS and the new safsty case at ons of
isip produce 3

my visits in the near future. We were advised th
RL{ on the flooding event.
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