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Introduction

Atkins Ltd has been commissioned by AWE as the ecological clerk of works (COW) associated with the new
building development at Burghfield known as Mensa. As part of this role Atkins has been asked to design a
plan for bird and bat mitigation to discharge planning condition 17:

“No development shall commence until a scheme for the provision of the mitigation measures set out in
Table 15.6 of the Environmental Appraisal Volume 1 with regard to bats and birds has been submitted to and
approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The approved scheme shall then be implemented in full
and subsequently maintained in accordance with the timing/phasing arrangements embodied within the
scheme or within any other period as may subsequently be agreed in writing by the Local Planning
Authority”.

Background

Atkins has been involved in the site preparation prior to the construction of the new building development at
Burghfield since 2006. This has involved a comprehensive demolition schedule involving seventy three
buildings being demolished along with associated facility services and levelling of the protection mounds
surrounding those buildings. Atkins also wrote the ecology chapter for the Environment Assessment for
Mensa. Details of the surveys were incorporated in the ecology chapter (Atkins 2008).

An AWE Burghfield Landscape and Biodiversity Management Plan has been prepared and this details areas
of enhancement and management of the site during and after construction. The Management Plan is a
working document and will be updated whenever new information needs incorporating. Information from the
management plan has been used to inform this mitigation plan and maintenance and checks of the boxes
will be incorporated into the landscape plan.

This mitigation plan highlights the mitigation measures that will be employed on site whilst the site will be
enhanced by new native species planting and managed in a way to benefit biodiversity. New planting will be
undertaken at Burghfield in three phases. Phase one will be October 2009 to March 2011. Phase two will be
October 2012 to March 2014. Phase three will be October 2014 to March 2016.

Tables 1 and 2 summarise the mitigation proposals and timings. Figure 1 shows the locations of the
mitigation whilst Table 3 describes the target notes on Figure 1.

Constraints to the Mitigation Plan

The site currently has a number of re-development projects at outline design making it difficult to identify and
specify locations for the bird and bat boxes. There are proposed flood alleviation works around Burghfield
Brook, for example, but currently no detailed design. The trees along the brook have been discounted for
inclusion in this mitigation plan in case they need to be felled as part of the flood alleviation works.
Therefore, areas have been identified instead of actual trees to allow scope and flexibility in locations for the
bird and bat boxes.
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Area 7

This map is reproduced form Ordnance Survey material with the permission of Ordnance Survey on bel
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