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investigation. Censultation is also an ongoing process, which enables mitigation
measures to be incorporated into the project design, as it evolves, thereby
limiting adverse effacts and enhancing benefits.

In order to assist in the .formulation of the EA scope and assessment
methadologies, a number of meetings have been held with consultees relevant to
a number of the EA technical studies, in particular landscape and visual, ground
conditions, water resources and transpon. '

Additionally, AWE holds a guarterly Local Liaison Committee with local parish
and council representatives at which the development plans at AWE Aldermaston
and Burghfield are discussed.

2.6 Sensitive Receptors

The EA process incorporates the identification and assessment of impacis to
potentially sensitive receptors resulting from the demolition, construction and
operational phases of the Proposed Development. These receptors include land
subject to any regional, national or international designation, permanent
residential properties, local roads and rights of way, the business community,
buildings of cultural significance, and the archaeological heritage of the local
area. Key sensitive receptors are identified in Table 2-1 aleng with identification
of the specific EA Chapter which addresses these issues,

Table 2-1 Sensitive Receptors

Category

Description of Receptor

Chapter Reference

Archaeclogical
Resources

Brimpton Common Bell Barrow
Aldermaston Airfield

Ermin Street

Holloway in Wasing Wood
Decay Pond

Aldermaston to Baughurst Toll
Road and Coin find location

Aldermaston Courl

Grnm's Bank

Chapler 14: Archaeology
and Cultural Heritage

Commercial and
Residenliat
Property

Residenlial properties immedialely
south, west and east of the site.

Industrial Estate north of the site.

Caravan Park immediately north-
west of the site.

Court Farm, narth-east of site

Residential properties and
business parks in the wider
surroundings to the narth, south,
east and west,

Chapter 8: Demolition and
Canstruction

Chapter 9: Transport

Chapier 11 Noise and
Vibration

Chapler 12: Socic-econamic

Category Description of Receptor Chapter Reference

Listed Buildings Aldermastan Court Chapter 13: Landscape and

Visual

Chapler 14: Archaeology
and Culturat Heritage

Education and

Community Use -

Tadley Community Primary Schoo}
Aldermaston Primary Schaol

Cedars Schoal

Chapter 12; Socic-sconomic

2.7  Structure of Technical Chapters

Natianal & Local
Landscape
Dasignations

Nirth Wessex Downs Area of
Qutstanding Matural Beauty
{ACMNB); Aldermaston Courl
Historic Park; Wasing Park
Historic Park; The Vyne Park;
Stratfield Park.

Chapter 13 Landscape and
Visual

Caonservation
Areas

Aldermaston Village; Tadley
Village; & Silchester.

Chapter 13: Landscape and
Visual

Chapter 14: Archaeology
and Culturat Heritage

National & Local
Ecological
Designations

Wesl Meadows S88I; Wasing
Woods Pond SSSI; Decay Pit

Chapter 15 Ecology

To ensurg a coensistent approach to underaking each of the technical
assessments, and for ease of reading, a standard approach has been taken to
the structure of each fechnical assessment Chapter (Chapters 7-16) in the EA.
Technical assessment Chapters are pravided for each environmental and social
issue detailing the planning palicy context, assessment methodology, significance
criteria, baseline conditions, likely impacts and proposed mitigation measures.
An outline of the typical EA technical assessment Chapter structure is provided
below.

2.7.1  Introduction

The introduction details the authorship of the technical study, provides a brief
summary of what is considered in the Chapter and provides relevant background
information.

2.7.2 Assessment Methodology

The methods used in undertaking the lechnical study are outlined in this section,
with raference ta published standards {(a.q. British Standards (BS}, and relevant
guidelines (e.g. Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB); IEMA
guidelinas).

2.7.3 m_m:_aom:omo«:m:m

The significance of residual impacts has been evaluated with reference to
definitive standards, accepted criteria and legislation where available. Where it
has not been possible to quanlify impacts, qualitative assessments have been
carried out, based on available knowledge and professiona! judgement. Where
uncertainly exisis, 1his has been noted in the relevant assessment Chapter.

The significance of residual impacts has been determined, with reference to
specific impact criteria for each assessment topic. These criteria apply the
common EA approach of classifying impacts according to whether they are
major, moderate or minor impacts and considered to be adverse, negligible or
beneficial.

Specific criteria for each issue has been developed, giving due regard to the
following:

. Extent and magnitude of the impact;

. Impact duration {short, medium or long-term);

. Impact nature (direct or indirect, reversible or irreversible);

) Whether the impacts occur in isolation; are cumulative or inleractive;
. Comparisan with environmental quality standards; and

. Sensitivity of the receptor.

For issues where definitive quality standards do not exisl, significance has been
based on the:

. Local, district, regional or national scale, or value of the resource affected,
. Number of receptors affected;
. Sensitivity of these receptors; and

. Duration of the impact.

In order to provide a consistent approach to the various studies undertaken, and
thereby to enable comparison ketween impacts on different environmental
components, the foliowing terminology has been used in the EA to define residual
impacts:

» Beneficial; Advantageous or positive impact to an environmental
resource or receptor that may be:
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2.7.8 Residual Impact Assessment and Conclusions

Impacis of the Proposed Development that remain following the implementatian
of all available mitigation measures are known as ‘residual impacts’. These are
discussed for each of the potential impacts, and their significance level is
identified. Where applicable, technical Chapters include a summary table of
impacts arising, including impact significance. These tables are designed to
gnable a comparison of environmental impacts across different environmental

aspects and to clearly identify the residual impacts arising.

2.8 Assumptions and Limitations

A number of assumptions have been made during the development of the EA,
which are set out below. Assumptions specific 1o cerfain environmenial aspects
are discussed in the relevant Chapters of the EA. The main assumptions
considered comprise:

= The assessment uses 2007 as the ‘Baseline Year {unless otherwise stated).
It is expected thal the construction of the scheme will be completed over a
period of 24 months;

« The environmental influence of the proposals is likely to extend beyond the
boundary of the application site. The spatial extent of this influence will
depend upon the nature of the environmental topic under consideration; far
example air quality changes are likely 1o affect a wider area than changes in
noise. Preliminary investigations have indicated that the spatial extent of the
environmental study areas may be grouped into three zones, namely:

- The core area of the Application site outlined in red;
- A local area approximately 100-500m beyond the core area; and

- A strategic area beyond the core area, the exient of which varies
depending on the technical area assessed.

« The principal land uses adjacent 1o the site remain as they are at the time of
the EA submission;

» Information provided by third parties, including publicly-available information
and databasas is correct at the time of publication; and

» The assessment of cumulative impacts is based on information contained
within the SDCP 2005-2015 and the avaitable information relating to the
NOA consented scheme

The EA has been subject to the following limitations:

« The nature of the EA requires objective and subjeclive assessment to be
made of predicted impacts. Quantitative assessment methods are used
wherever practicable. However, it has been necessary to adopt qualitative
methods for some topics. Any assumptions made in conducting the EA are
clearly stated, and any limitations noted;

= Baseling conditions are accurate at the time of the physical surveys,
hawever, due to the dynamic nature of the environment, conditions may
change with time; and

»  As stated within section 2.4, the HEFF project has been exempted from the
ElA Regulations due to the nature of the proposals in the context of national
defence. As such, while the impacts of the proposals have been stated,
some of the details of the operational processes have necessarily been
omitted in line with the exemption granted.
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