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12.5 Assessment Methodology and Significance Criteria

The following assessment seeks to establish the potential social and economic
contributions of the Proposed Development and to assess the impacts against
the current baseline. The economic impact of the Proposed Development is
considered relative to the administrative areas of West Berkshire, Basingstoke &
Deane, Reading and Wokingham (see Figure 12-1). This area has been
determined as the most relevant by analysing the residential locations of AWE's
current workforce (see sub-section 12.6.1). All future references to West
Berkshire, Basingstoke & Deane, Reading and Wokingham refer to the entire
local authority area rather than just the urban areas.

12.5.1 Significance Criteria

The scale of significance described below, together with expert judgement, has
been used to assess the potential and residual effects of the Proposed
Development against the baseline conditions. The assessment process aims to
be objective and quantifies effects as far as possible. However, some effects can
only be evaluated on a qualitative basis. Impacts are defined as:

« Beneficial classifications of significance indicate an advantageous or
beneficial effect to an environmental resource or receptor;

* Negligible classifications of significance indicate imperceptible effects to an
environmental resource or receptor; and

« Adverse classifications of significance indicate a disadvantageous or
adverse effect to an environmental resource or receptor.

Where adverse or beneficial impacts have been identified these should be
defined against the following scale:

« Minor scale of significance denotes slight, very short impact of no significant
consequence;

+ Moderate scale of significance denotes limited impact (by extent, duration or
magnitude) that may be considered significant; and

= Major scale of significance denotes considerable impact (by extent, duration
or magnitude) in excess or breach of recognised acceptability/ legislation/
policy/ standards.

In accordance with Chapter 2: EA Methodology, temporary, short to medium-term
effects are considered to be those associated with the construction works. Long-
term effects are those associated with the completed development. Local effects
are those affecting receptors in the local councils of West Berkshire, Basingstoke
& Deane, Reading and Wokingham. Effects across the South East are
considered to be at a regional level, whilst effects on different parts of the
country, or England as a whole, are considered to be at a national level.

Figure 12-1 Local Study Area for Socio-economic Impacts
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whilst the proposed development may not have an impact there may be limited
scope for existing employees to move within the market.

Refail and Leisure

The Proposed Development will not result in any additional operational staff and
therefore a negligible impact can be expected on the local and regional retail
and leisure services. The safeguarding of jobs retains the expenditure of the
workers in the local economy,

The AWE Aldermaston site provides recently upgraded calering facililies for
workers on site and access to recreational facilities. Any minor demand for
convenience goods is likely to be provided by the nearby village of Tadiey.

12.8 Residual Impact Assessment and Conclusions

This Chapter has analysed the specific socio-economic contribution of the
Proposed Development compared to the existing activity on site. Table 12-4
ranks these impacts according to the significance crileria outlined in sub-section
12.5.1. Employment figures generated are net figures and more conservative
than gross estimates and as a rule of thumb gross figures may be around 20 - 30
% higher.

In summary, it is likely that the Proposed Development will have an overall
pesitive socio-economic impact on the local and regional econamy and would be
a positive step towards meeting some of the strategic objectives of regional and
local policy. The Proposed Development will help secure the long-term viability of
AWE Aldermaston for the lacal area, and enable the 'Western Wedge' to
maintain its reputation as a world-class high-tech economy.

Table 12-4 Summary of Socio-economic Residual Impacts

Measure Significance Explanation
Employment Minor Beneficial Is likely to generate 138 net additional jobs, of
created during T which 111 will be in the local area and 27 in the
construction emporary wider South East region.
Employment Negligible The current workforce of 36 employees will be
created once in saleguarded.

. Long term
operation .
Retail and Negligible No additional operational staff will result in no

leisure ingreased demand.

Local Housing Negligible No additional operational staff will result in no
market increased demand,

12.9 Cumulative Impact Assessment

There are a number of new build projects scheduled for the AWE Aldermaston
site between 2005 and 2015. This is in the context of large investment in
sustaining key skills and facilities across the AWE sites at Aldermaston and

Surghfield.. The following facilities are proposed, with indicative floorspace (Ref.
12-24): .

»  Manufacturing/Production — 34,500 m?

¢ Testing/Research - 21,500 m?

¢  Computing/Communications — 4,700 m*

»  Office and Business Support Accommodation — 49,000 m?; and
« Environmental Proposals and Programmes — N/A floorspace

Aldermaston can be divided into three broad functional areas. The eastern part of
the site to the east of the main north south access road (Griffin Road) is
orincipally devoted to aclivity associated with conventional explosives and is
surrently licensed by the Ministry of Defence Qrdnance Safety Group,

To the west of Griffin Road the site splits generally inlo two areas. To the north is
:he Nuclear Storage and Processing Area. This is devoted mainly to the nuclear
aspects of tha site's activities and is subject to additional levels of securily. Ta the
south the area is principally characterised by business support aclivities including
‘he majority of the existing office accommeodation on the site,

The area of this zone within which most redevelopment is proposed is referred to
as West End. For a variety of operational and practical reasons there is litlle
scope or need to depart from the overall land-use pattern at Aldermaston.
Indeed, there is merit in seeking to accentuate and reinfarce these distinotions.

The Proposed Development Is situated within the eastern part of site principally
devoted 1o activity associated with conventional explosives. It is anticipated that
‘he analysis on the Proposed Development presented in this chapter has
accounted for a small minority of the employment dynamics involved with new
>uild projects planned for the site over the next ten years. The developments are
spread over time and therefore reduce the polential pressure on supporling
nfrastructure and the need for extra construction workers.
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