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Topic Policy Detail

development design for energy efficiency and renewable
energy.

Local authorities should also encourage the use of energy
efficient materials and technologies, by using all tools at
their dispcsal.

A proactive approach towards the implementation of this
pelicy may involve:

« Encouraging developers to submit an assessment of a
development's energy demand and provide at least
10% of the development's energy demand from
renewable sources for housing schemes of over 10
dwellings and commercial schemes of over 1,000 m?,

» Aflainment al high energy efficiency ratings in all new
developments, where appropriate, through the use of
best praclice guidance such as BREEAM and NHER

« Incorporation of renewable energy sources, including,
in particular, passive solar design, solar water heating,
photovoltaics, ground source heal pumps, and, in
larger scale developments, wind and biomass
generated energy

* Active promotion of energy efficiency and use- of
renewable energy sources where opporlunilies arise by
vitue of the scale of new development, Including the
regional growth areas.

Wasle w2
Management

Sustainable Design, Construction and Demelition = Local
Development Documents will require development design,
construction and demalition which minimises waste
produclion and associated impacls through the re-use of
canslruction and demolition malerials, and the promaotion of
layouts and design that provides adequate space 1o
facilitate storage, re-use, recycling and composting.

Minerals M1 Sustainable Construction — Lagal Development Documents
should promote the use of construction materials that
reduce the demand for primary minerals, by requiring new
projects to include & proportion of recycling and secondary

aggregates wherever practicable,

16.3.3 Local Planning Policies
16.3.3.1 The Berkshire Structure Plan

Under the new Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act, Structure Plans will
gradually be replaced by Regional Spatial Strategies {as referred to above).
However, the existing Structure Plans are still relevant at this time.

The Berkshire Structure Plan, within which West Berkshire District Council falls,
has three specific policies relevant 1o Sustainability:-

. Policy EN7: Development and Water Resources: “.... Where appropriate,
new development will include technigues to improve efficiency of the use
of water.”

. Policy EN8: Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation:

- All forms of development will maximise the opportunity to
incorporate current best practice in energy efficiency and energy
conservation into their design, layout and orientation.

- Generation of energy from renewable resources should be
considered, and implemented wherever .feasible, in all
development proposals, provided that adverse impacts on
landscape, biodiversity and local amenity are aveided.

. Policy W4: -Praviding for Waste in New Development. Development
praposals should include provision for the minimisation, re-use and
recycling of water; minimising the pollution potential of unavoidable waste,
and its safe disposal; the use of recycled material in construction where
appropriate; and facilities within individual or groups of properlies or
premises for the source separation and storage of different types of waste
for collection.

16.3.3.2 Hampshire Structure Plan

The Hampshire Structure Plan, within which Basingstoke and Deane Borough

Council falls, has two specific policies relevant to Sustainability:-

’ Policy E3: When considering development proposals and in preparation of
local plans, local planning authorities will take into account the
contribution that the relationship between land uses and transportation
can make to reducing the demand far energy; and

. Palicy E4: In considering the siting, design, layout and orientation of new
development, local planning authorities will take account of the need to
maximise energy efficiency,

16.3.3.3 The West Berkshire District Plan

The West Berkshire District Local Plan {adopted June 2002) is currently saved
Intil September 2007 (It will be reptaced by um«m_ov_.:m_.; Plan Documents, that
will conform with PPSs and Scuth East Plan). There is draft Supplementary
Planning Guidance (SPG) to this local plan entitled “Design and Sustainability — A
Jeveloper's Guide®. This is to be re-established as a Supplementary Planning
Jocument (SPD), under the new Local Development Framework, and will be
ssued for consultation. The role of this document is described as to “serve as a
checklist for ensuring well designed and sustainable developments”, and the
‘oliowing topics are included; Siting and Layout, Locality, Mixed Uses,
Accessibility/Public Transport, Building Design, Amenity/Living Conditions, Green
Spaces/Landscaping, and Safety and Resources.

16.3.3.4 The Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan

The Basingstoke and Deane Borough Local Plan (Revised Deposit Draft 1996 —
2048) has two specific policies relevant o Sustainability:

] Policy E1: Develepment proposals should incorporate energy and water
conservation features, waste and refuse storage, collection and recycling
arrangements, necessary and appropriate street lighting and furniture,
public and private spaces, and public art; and

. Folicy A7. Encourages the generation of energy from renewable sources
subject to the impact on the landscape, townscape, amenities of the area
etc.

In addition, there is @ “Sustainable Design and Construction” SPG, adopted July
2004, which compliments the above pelicies. This states that “applicants seeking
planning consent for a development will be expected (o demonstrate how they
intend ta minimise the environmental impact of a proposal either within a design
staternent, or as supporting information, submitied with a planning application. Alf
opportunities should be taken to maximise the sustainability of a development.
When determining planning applications, consideration will be given to the use of
lega! agreemenis to secure sustainabilily measures.” The topics covered are
Locations of new developments, Mix of Development, Site Layout, Accessibility
and Movement, Building Design, Water and Energy Consumption, Renewable
Energy, Sustainable Drainage and Wastewater, Biodiversity and Landscape, and
Health and Wellbeing.

16.4 Summary of Sustainability Measures

The following summarises the main sustainability measures to be adopted for the
Proposed Development, under the sustainability themes as defined in the MOD
Sustainability Handboaok.

16.4.1 Climate Change and Air Quality

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Mandbook under
this theme are as follows.

. To achieve major long term cuts in greenhouse gas emissions: and

. To improve the quality of our air by minimising air pollution by gases and
particulate matter.

The detailed design of the proposals would be developed in line with the AWE
Energy Strategy. This sets objectives to manage energy demand across the
whole site and includes the following abjectives;

. All new and refurbished buiidings will be energy efficient; and

. All new plant and equipment selected will be energy efficient.

Specific to the proposed project, it is proposed o reduce energy demand through
energy efficient design. A feasibility study for renewable energy technolegies is
under way. .
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- To concentrate new development in existing ‘brownfield’ or urban areas
rather than ‘greenfield’ or rurai sites;

. To ensure land is managed effectively and efficiently and to the highest
praclicable environmental standards;

. To maximise efficient use of construction materials and premote recycling
or reuse of demolition waste; and

. To design sustainability features into buildings from the earliest
opportunity.

The apportunity for procuring materials from sustainable resources and re-using
materials from other sites within AWE prior to disposal will be explored (e.g.
aggregates).

16.4.8 Geology and Soils

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainabllity Handhook under
this theme are as follows.

. To minimise loss of our soil resource and bring damaged land back into
use;

. To maintain and enhance soil quality and protect its function as a
substrate for providing food and supporting ecosystems;

. To preserve ground slability and protect features of geological
importance; and

. To minimise risks to health and wildlife from contaminated land.

Chapter 7: Ground Conditions of this EA includes measures to minimise the
spread of contamination. This includes contral measures during construction, as
defined in the Code of Construction Practice,

Piling will not be used on the construction site although temporary sheet piling
may be used on site, This will have little effect on the gealogy and soils.

Any soil removed will be re-used for landscaping. Site investigations have been
carried out as a mitigation measure. No significant contamination has been
discovered. Boreholes located in close proximity to the site continue to monitor
groundwater.

No impact on land quality is anticipated. All hazardous substances will be stored
appropriately with apprapriate mitigation measures available {ocally in the event
of a spillage.

16.4.9 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Handbook under
this theme are as follows:

. To reverse trends of damage to species, habitats and ecosystems, avoid
reductions in hiodiversity and identify enhancement opportunities; and

. To work with others to combat global challenges of threats 1o biodiversity,
aceans and forests and to educate people about the value of ecosystems,

Chapter 15 Ecology of this EA includes measures to minimise the impact on
ecology. This includes contral measures during construction, as defined in the
EMP and CoCP.

The AWE Landscape Strategy includes an increase in native planting mix at
AWE Aldermaston, both within and outside of the HEFF Project Area.

Ecology surveys have been undertaken that indicate that no species are
threatened as a result of the Proposed Development.

Trees will be felled outside of the bird breeding season and, for every tree
removed, at least three will be planted.

16.4.10 Archaeclogy and Historic Environment

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Handbook under

this theme are as follows:

. To protect all aspects of the historic environment for its own sake and as a
central part of our cultural heritage; and

. To ensure appropriale management systems are in place to maintain and
enhance important archaeological sites, historic landscapes and buildings.

Chapter 14: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of this EA includes measures to
minimise the impact of the Proposed Development on heritage fealures,

A desk top study and an intrusive investigation have confirmed that there are no
known archaeological remains within the construction site houndary. However, a
watching brief will be undertaken during construction. This includes control
measures during construction, as defined in the CoCP.

16.4.11 Landscape

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Handbook under
this theme are as follows:

. To ensure that development reflects and respects the character of rural
urban landscapes and aveids visual intrusion;

. To reverse frends of damage o natural landscapes and to maintain and
enhance landscape character;

. To protect features of historical, archaeclogical and cuftural value in both
towns and countryside; and

. Ta maintain the stability of coastal landforms and features.

The construction will impact the landscape for its duration. Cranes may have a
short term visual impact on the surrounding area.

The new buildings will ke amm_m_:ma to modern standards and will be in keeping
with future developments and the existing industrial character of the site.
Screening in the form of additional irees will be incorporated into the landscaping
where possible. Chapter 13: Landscape and Visual of this EA highlights the
landscaping strategy to be employed for the Proposed Development which will
lead to a number of beneficial impacts.

16.4.12 Health, Safety and Crime

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Handbook under
this theme are as follows;

* To reduce crime and the fear of crime;
. To promaote better health and healthcare provision;

. To reduce the incidence of work days lost due to illness, injury and fatality;
and

. To reduce wark-related stress, excessive hours and improve the work/life
balance.

The new facility is within the AWE site boundary and the public will therefore be
prevented from straying into the construction enclave area. Heaith and safety
induction and regular briefings will be carried out throughout the construction
phase for all workers attending the site. !

A Pre-Construction Environment, Health and Safety Plan is in place outlining the
AWE Health and Safety arrangements.

AWE has very stringent health, safety and security pelicies and procedures which
wilt be implemented in the delivery of the proposed project. This includes the
establishment of a security enclave for the duration of the construction period.

With regard to the operational phase of the Proposed Development, a Safety
Case will be produced and safety procedures established. The design will
imprave safety conditions through the use of new technology and better
procedural control. As a result of the Proposed Development, working conditions
will improve averall for all of the employees. .

16.4.13 Communities and Social Values

The sustainability objectives defined in the MOD Sustainability Handbook under
this theme are as follows:-

. To make it easier for people to become involved in their communities and
be recognised as a good neighbour,

. To promote a good quality of life for all thase who work and live on the
site;

. To address problems of poverty and social inclusion and promote diversity
and equality of opportunity across race, gender, ability, age and religion;
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