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1. SUMMARY
1.1 This document and appendices support a planning application for a replacement High Explosives and
Fabrication Facility building and associated development at AWE Aldermaston,
1.2 The application is part of an ongoing programme of improvements to the AWE estate identificd to West
Berkshire Council and other stakeholders in Noevember 2003,
1.3 This specific proposal will reinforce the status of AWE as a world class scientific facility and improve the
overall presentation of the site,
1.4 The application is accompanied by a Defence Exempt Environmentai Appraisal, a Transport Assessment,
Design and Access Statement and ather supporing information.
1.5 The application is fully compliant with the deﬁelopment plan in relation to the support it provides for economic
development generally and the specific operational needs of AWE.
Lo Other key issues identificd at this stage including, access and transporlation, construction activity and
management and the visual impact of the buildings.
1.7 The application propasals will involve high quality building design and associated landscaping,
2. INTRODUCTION
2.1 This statement supports a planning application for 2 replacement High Explosives Fahrication Facility (HEFF)

associated buildings, infrastructure and related landscaping at AWL Aldermaston in the administrative area of West
Berkshire. Tt has bcen prepared having regard to the advice in West Berkshire’s major planning applications
developer’s pack. The planning application also includes the temporary construction related infrastructure required to
ensure the safc, sccure and efticient arrangements necessary to implement the proposals.

22 The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has considered the proposals for HEFT and
under direction of Regulation 4 (4) (a) (ii) of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
{England and Wales) Regulations 1999, determined the requirements of those Regulations shall not apply. The
Dircction is attached at Annexe D. The application is therefore accompanied by a Defence Exempt Environmental
Appraisal. This addrcsses the principal environmental issues that are relevant to the consideration of the proposals and,
where appropriate, puts farward mitigation measures in response to its findings. A Transport Assessment (Appendix C
to the Appraisal) also accompanies the application which deals with the full range of transportation issues arising from
the propaosed development.

23 Against this background the primary purpose of this document is to bricfly describe the proposal and the
reasoning behind it and explain how the proposals relate to the approved development plan and other material
considerations. In this latter regard the Appraisal deals in detail with policy analysis. The purpose of this document is
thus to identify the key considcrations in planning policy terms which are whoily supportive of the principle of this
development. .

24 This document also includes a summary of the overall design approach in relation te both the buildings
themsclves and the associated landscape principles. This issue is also addressed in the Design and Access Statemeint
(DAS) which is required to be submitted wiih the planning applicalion itself.

25 As a supporiing document, this statement (including the annexes) does not form part of the planning
application itself, :

2.6 The following sections begin by describing the general features of the planning application and setting it in a
wider context. They then go on to identify the principal aspects of the approved Development lan that support the
principle of development and then sets out some of the key material considetations that are likely to be relevant when it
is determined. In this latter respect it is not the intention to attempt to identify all relevant matters but simply to
highlight those which have been most frequently raised by stakeholders.
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27 Finally, as indicated above, this document stunmarises the main design principles that have been applied in the
formulation of the scheme.

Summary of pre-application contact with West Berkshire Council and other consultation

2.8 Several informal pre-application mectings have been held with West Berkshire Council (WBC) prior to the
submission of the application. Officers of WBC have alse visited the site to view existing facilities and the location of
the proposed development. Discussions have focussed largely on the infonmation requirements to support the
applications as advised in the Council’s major applications developer’s pack. Whilat draft proposals have been tabled at
these meetings, cofficers have not been asked to respond formally.

29 Shortly before the submission of the application a meeting was held with officers to go through the material to
be provided to facilitate prompt registration. This also follows the advice set out in the develaper’s pack.

2,10 As far as wider consultation is concerned meetings to explain the overall programme have been held with
elected members, the Local Liaison Committee (1.1.C), Cross Border Working Party and a number of local parish
councils. In refation to the application itsclf the LLC have been informed as to its likely nature and contents prior to
submission. The Eastern Area Planning Committee has also been briefed about the application.

. 2.11 Meetings have also beent hield with (he Environment Agency.

3 THE PLANNING APPLICATION

Background

31 The new facility will form part of a phased programme of refurbishment and improvement of the AWE estate.
The broad nature of this programme is set oud in the Site Development Context Plan (SDCP — Annexe A) which was
published in November 2005 and circulated widely. At the same time a Strategic Sustainability Appraisal (85A -
Annexe B) was also provided which describes the overall environimental context for the programme and identifies the
range of issues that will be relevant to its implementation.

32 Whilst these proposals are put forward as a component of this programme they are nevertheless “free standing”
and can thus be considered oo their own individual planning merits. Approval of this planaing application will naot,
therefore, pre-judge or prejudice the consideration of any other component of the programme and future applications
will be formulated on a similar basis. The objective has been to provide an averall context for individual applications,
As the programme is a dynamic one, its detailed nature and timing may change but this will not affect the ability to
consider proposals such as this on an individual basis.

. Operational principles

33 In 2002 AWE produced a Site Development Strategy Plan (SDSP) which set out proposals {or the future of
AWE’s sites at Aldermaston and Burghficld. The SDSP proposed that all conventional explosives-related activity,
currently split between the two sites, should be consolidated on the Aldermaston site. This principle was reiterated in

the SDCP.

34 The consolidation of these related activities will bring about a number of benefits to AWE’s operation as

follows:

. Consolidating operations within a singie facility will reduce the number of cxplosive material movements
between buildings, thus reducing risk and enhancing the efficiency of the current fabrication processes.

. Energy savings will be realised in the long term by providing a modem, energy efficient replacement facility.

. Facility operative’s safety and working conditions will be improved.

. Operational waste will be reduced through consolidation and improved processcs.

. The capability provided by AWE will be maintained in a sustainable way for the foreseeable fulure.

. Collocation will result in a reduction in the number of traflic movements belween two sites.

3.5 The replacement facility will replace existing operational fabrication facitities and will employ similar, but

. generally improved processes using modern, cfficicnt equipment. Currently high cxplosives and fabrication is carried
out in approximately 24 buildings at both Burghfield and Aldermaston. The replacement facility will have a net floor
area of 5880m”. This compares to about 6400m” within the existing 24 buildings. There wili therefore be no net
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increase in floer space as a result of this development. Further information regarding the background to the proposal is
contained in Chapter 4 of the Environmental Appraisal. The main processes to be conducted at HEFF invalve shaping
and manipulation of explosives material. Manufacture of explosive material itself does not form part of the process.
Limited intermediate cxplosives storage will be provided within the facility for holding work in progress. The usc of
materials within the operational facility is strictly controlled by cstablished AWE procedures in accerdance with the
regelatory requirements of the Health and Safety Executive, the Defence Crdnance Safety Group and Environmental

Agency. Appropriate consents will be required from those bodies to be obtained separately from the planning process.

36 As a result of the proposed development, a number of buildings on both the Burghficld and Aldermaston sites
will be decommissioned on a phased basis. As a consequence the external appearance of the site will be improved.

37 The development site includes land identified for use as a contractor’s compound, car parking for HEFF
construction workers’ private vehicles all of which will be located alongside cxisting and proposed internal access roads
serving the Aldermaston site.  Additional temporary, construction access roads will be provided. The environmental
appraisal provides more information on each aspect of the proposal.

38 Because access to and within AWE Aldermaston is very closely controlled, the potential to manage travel and
transport is significant. In this regard, the situation is diffcrent to many conventional commercial development where
the provision of car parking can, of itself, have a major influence on travel pattems.

39 The main eperatienal principles underpinning the construction aspects of the proposals are:
e To transfer construction traffic from the public highway in (o the site as quickly and as efticiently as possible,
and
* To manage construction activity safely and securely within the site with the minimum impact on business
activity and the community bevond the fence.

3.16 AWE is fully aware that the construction related issues arising from this application, and indecd the
programme as a whole, are significant. Whilst these are temporary, construction could be for extended periods. Very
careful consideration has thus been given to this matter in the planning application and associated material.

341 The composite plan at Annexe C shows the location of the proposed HEFF development and the temporary
construction — related facilitics. The plan alse indicates that the land en which the construction — related activities will
be restared to their previous use. In the case of the twa construction compounds the sites will be restored 1o grassland
and the temporary car park at Rec Soc will revert to playing field use.

The Proposals '

3.12  The Aldcrmasion site lies to the south of the Kennet Vatley on the flat gravel plateau, between 100 to 105m
AOD, sloping o 85m in its far north-eastern corner. Some of the landform within the site has been modified by human
intervention to create both individual and groups ef mounds. It is surrounded by gravel platcau heathland and woedland
with some heathland pastures.

3.13 The application site lies within the heart of the Aldermaston Explesives Area in the eastern scctor of the AWE
Site. The site is characterised by extensivc grasscd arcas and groups of trees interspersed with industrial buildings,
access ways and related infrastructure. The area within the “red line” application sitc on which the replacement
buildings are to be built is currently an area of grass with small groups of trees in. It lies approximately 50} metres
from the castern AWE site boundary, 630 metres from the secuthern boundary and 850 metres from the northern
houndary.

314 The development will comprise 2 huildings:

. HEFF building — A two storey building with a mezzanine floor housing a plant reom. The building will be split
into two distinct arcas — the process block for explasives processing and an adjoining single storey support block
which provides office space, control rooms, welfare and messing facilities, as well as stores and a workshop.
The total gross floor area of the HEFF building including the porch will be 5398 sq metres. Associaled blast
protectien structures and erection of § lattice lightning conducior towers (4 each along the northem and southcm
elevations of the HEFF building) are proposed.

. Mechanical and Electrical Services building. This buitding will be situated approximately 45 metres to the
south of HEFF. It will have a floar arca of 482 sq metres and be of similar external appearance to the HEFF
building. [t will house large items of equipment such as chillers, compressors and transformers.
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. Both buildings will be served by new access ways which will link to the existing internal readways to the east
and south west. :

. The facility will accommodate 36 permanent personnel who will be drawn from both the existing Aldermaston

and Burghfield sites.
Pianning Obligations
3.13 The approach in respect of planning obligations will be set in the context of Government Circular 05/2005 and
WRC’s Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) “Delivering [nvestment from Sustainable Development™ (September

2004).

3.6 Government Circular 05/2005 sets out the fundamental tests which must be met by all local planning
authorities in seeking planning obligations namely they must be:

(i) relevant to planning;

(ii) necessary to make the propesed development acceptable in planning terms;

(iii) directly related to the proposed development;

{(iv) fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the proposed development; and

{v} reasonable in all other respects
317  The MoD is fully prepared to enter into planning ob]igatiéns that meet these tests.

3.18 WBC’s SPG indicates that obligations in the form of facilities and/or fmancial contributions will be sought
from commercial development on the following general basis:-

Transport - based on the scale and impacts of the proposal.
Public Librarics - contribution per employce

Open Space - contribution per etmployee

Re-cycling Facilities - negotiated in relation to the specific proposal
Archaeology/Conservation/Heritage - negotiated in relation to the speeific proposal
Fire and Rescue - determined on the basis of a risk assessment
Crime and Disorder - negotiated in relation to the.specific proposal
Legal and Admin Costs - dependent en time and complexity

3.19 The SPG also refers to the potential for contributions towards skills training, child care and other services to
mitigate impact on the demand for housing, labeur and skills. In-addition there is general qualification to the effect that
other obligations may be sought where particular circumstances give rise to specific impacts not identificd in the SPG.

3.20 It is readily apparent that the self contained nature of AWE Aldermaston makes it difficult to relate these
headings to the advice in Government Circular 05/2005. For example the site has its own fire service and is policed by
the MoD. Other issues such as re-cycling, open space and library provision may also be difficult to relate directly to the
proposed development.

3.21 The development is proposed on the basis that existing employees, already engaged in proeesses across the
Aldermaston and Burghfield sites, will be co-located on the HEFF site. There will be no net increase in the number of
employees nor will there be a net increase in floorspace. A total of 24 buildings on the Burghficld and Aldermaston
site, amounting to 6,400 sq m will be rendered redundant by the proposal, and these buildings will ultimately be
demolished. 1t is not considered that, in view of the substarce and nature of the HEFF proposal, the need for a planning
obligation will be triggered.

Playing Field

322 The proposal involves the use of one senior football pitch at the AWE Recreation Society (Rec Soc), adjacent
to Westgate entrance, as a construction workers car park for a temporary period during construction work.
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323 This has already been approved by the local planning autherity in January 2007 in relation 1o the new office
development (NOA) application. "The principle of the use of the playing field as a construction workers car park, fora
temporary period has therefore been established.

4 - PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

Planning Policy

4.1 As with all planning applications, and in the context of Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004, this proposal should be reviewed against the development plan and in the light of all other material
considerations.

42 The develepment plan ia this case comprises Regional Guidance for the South East (RPPG 9), The Joint
Structure Plan for Berkshire of Tuly 2005 and the adopted West Berkshire Local Plan. The overall approach in these
documents is positive in relation to this planning application in so far as it involves safeguarding employment-
generating activity in respect of an already significant employment use.

43 The application site is locatcd within the existing AWE industrial complex and falls within open countryside as
defined by the West Berkshire District Local Plan 1991-2006. Accordingly Policies OVS2, ENV18 and ECON2A of
the WBDLP are material. Although policy ENV18 is generally restrictive of new development in the countryside it
daes allow for development when the other policics of the local plan arc met.

4.4 Policy ECON2A ol the WBDLP relates 1o employment schemes on non-prolected sites (i.e. sites that are not
designated as potential employment arcas) and states that the proposals to redevelop, re-use or extend existing
employment generating sites will be permitted subject to meeting a number of criteria.

4.5 Criterion (a) states that the proposed buildings and structures are to be of a scale and character appropriate to
the nature of the site and sympathetic to the surrounding environment. As explained elsewhere in this statement and in
the Design and Access Statement, the HEFF development comprises two structures with gross floorspace of 5398 sq m
and 482 sq m. The maximum heights of the two buildings will be 11.975 m and 7.8m respectively. Whilst the
butldings will be large, they will be seen in the context of other built development on the AWE site and will, as the
Landscape and Visual Assessment chapter of the Defence Exempt Environmental Appraisal indicates, have only limited
impact on their surroundings. The implementation of proposed landscaping will ‘contain’ the visual impact of the
buildings. It is considered that the proposal will not offend criterion (a).

4.6 Criterion {b) requires that “landscape proposals are included as an intcgral part of the scheme to help blend the
development into the wider environment”. As the Landscape and Visual Assessment chapter of the Environmental
Appraisal indicates, AWE Aldermaston is gencrally well contained in the local landscape by extensive and successive
layers of vepetation. The landscape quality of eastern part of the AWE within which HEFF will be located is
“ordinary” to “good” and of “medium” landscape value and “moderate™ sensitivity lo change. The proposed
development, including landscape proposals seeks to improve the quality of the built environment and, through the
adoption of an overall landscape strategy, to enhance the setting of this part of AWE Aldermaston, in compliance with
criterion {b).

4.7 . Criterion (¢) stales that “proposals should make provision for employment oppertunities important to the local
economy”. The HEFF propesals will accommodate 36 staff who will transfer from other locations at Aldermaston and
Burghfield. It is estimate that approximatety 70 — 75 workers will be employed during the 24 month censtructien
period of the project. It is considered that the proposal does not contravene criterion {c}.

4.8 Criterion {d) states that there should be no material intensification of usc lcading to increased traffic activity as
ather forms of environmental intrusion and criterion {e} states that there should be “no transport/hichways objections
and adequate provision should be made for access and parking”. The replucement HEFF facility will bring together on
a single site a number of related operations currently located across the Aldennaston and Burghfield sites and as a result
will rationalise activities and movements into a single operational site. No specific car parking is provided on the HEFF
site, other car parks being available within AWE Aldermaston.  AWE atso has an on-going commitment to the
implementation of a Travel Plan, a copy of which is attached at Annexe D. There is therefore no conflicl with gither
criteria (d) or (e}.
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49 Criterion (f) states that the proposed development should not give rise to pressure for housing development
additional to the provision made in the Local Plan. No additional staff will be employed as a result of this development
since existing staff will be transferred from existing facilities at Aldermasion and Burghfield. No pressure for
additicnal housing will be created as a result of this proposal. Criterton (1) is not therefore offended.

410 This overall approach is most clearly reflected in the West Berkshire Local Plan. Paragraph 4.5.2A in the plan,
for example, states that: .

“A number of Mol) sites are located in West Berkshire rural area, which are extremely important to the
local economy. The sites concerned are AWE Burghfield and Aldermaston and RAF Welford and the
Army establishment at Hermitage”.

4,11 Paragraph 2.521 also includes the following reference:

“applications submitted for Crown development relating to existing establishments would be supported
where required for the continuation of operational activities related to the use of the establishment
within the context of other policics in the Plan™.

4.12 (riven that this application 15 wholly justified on the basis of the continuation of operationa[ activities at an
existing cstablishment there is thus a large measure of support that can be drawn from the development plan in relation
to these proposals.

4.13 There are numerous other development plan policies of relevance to the application that are reviewed in the
Environmental Appraisal. These generally concern issues related to more detailed matters such as visual and landscape
impact, design, access and transport that arc, in themselves, material considerations in any event.

Other Considerations

4.14 As already noted above there are likely to be a wide range of considerations that will be relevant (o the
determination of this planning application. The cnvironmental appraisal, for example, addresses all pertinent
environmental issues as well as socio-economic implications and the full scope of planning policies. The weight and
significance attributed to thesc issues will vary. However, during the period leading up to the submission of the
application the following issues featured trequently in general discussions with local communities, councils and other
stakeholders. '

(i) Local Employment

4.15 New investment in the Aldermaston and Burghfield sites overall will result in the creation of employment.
However the HEFF proposal itself will not directly invalve the creation of new jobs. A total of 36 people will be based
at HEFF; these are already employees of AWE based elsewhere at Aldermaston and Burghfield. Their confirmed
employment will be safeguarded by this proposal.

(11} Access and Transportation

4.16 The operation of HEFF will have minimal impact on access and transportation issues as employees who will
be based at the new facility are already working elsewhere on the Aldermaston and Burghfield sites.

4.17 For information a copy of the overall transport implication of the SDCP is attached at Annexe E. The AWE
Travel Plan is attached at Annexe F.

(iii) Construction Activity

418 Again, this is an inevitable consequence of increased economic activity that also gives rise to its own
lransportation issues, albeit temporary ones. This planning application includes a detailed and specific response to this
issue in relation te the proposals themselves and it is fully acknowledged in the Transport Assessment. On the basis of
these proposals and other controls which can if necessary be thc subject of appropriate planning conditions and/or
incorporated in a lcgal agrcement, the effects of the construction processes can be minimised and appropriately
mitigated.

(v} Visual cffects
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4.19  The proposals are set within an existing developed area which has an industrial appearance and it can alrcady
be clearly seen from surrounding areas 1o varying degrees.

Supporting Studies

4.20 In addition to the information provided with the application itself, there are a number of studies, strategies and
guidance documents that have informed the proposal but which also serve a wider purpose and/or arca.

421 These documents are appended to this statement. They include the SDCP and 3SA which provide the land-use
and environmental context for the application. Other matters covered include construction, energy, surface waler,
design and site wide transport issues. These arc all issucs that have been and continued to be progressed by AWE in
any event hut represent relevant background materiat to this specific proposal.

5 DESIGN PRINCIPLES

31 The proposal has been designed to provide two attractive modern buildings offering the best environment for
the staff who work there and which reflects the purpose to which the development will be put.

52 The HEFF building has been designed to a maximum two storey for operational reasons. The overhanging
roof system contrasts with the angular flow throughout the main body of the clevation to give the building a
distinguished appearance. The proposcd building is intended as sctting a standard towards meeting the long-term vision
of establishing a world-class science park at Aldermaston and Burghfield.

5.3 In order to meet explosives safety requirements, the facility will be of reinforced concrete construction with
external lightweight cladding. Internally the process block within HEFF will have reinforced concrete walls to
scgregate the various process operations with mezzanine floors within the process itself to support plant for ventilation
and temperature control. The ground floor slab will be a reinforced concrete rafl foundation and slab bearing directly
on the ground. There will be no glazed windows in either the process block or the support building. Within the support
block, standard blockwork or mctal clad partition walls will divide the rooms and the building will be clad externally to
match the process block.

54 A copy of the Site and Architectural Design Principles for Buildings, to which all new buildings at AWE must
comply is attached at Annexe G.

55 HEFF has been designed in accordance with the Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment
mcthod (BREEAM). The development will achieve an ‘Excellent’ BREEAM rating. A copy of the BREEAM
Assessment is attached at Annex H.

Landscaping

56 The site on which the proposed buildings arc to be crected compriscs grassland with services, access tracks and
scattered trees many of which are mature and reaching the end of their useful lives. Although the proposed
development will result in the loss of approximalely 50 maturc and over mature tregs, the retention of adjacent groups
of trees and vegetation including those along the AWE site boundaries will ensure a mature natural framework within
which the proposed development will sit. New replacement trec and native shrub planting is proposed as part of the
scheme in order to reinforce this framework and this will assist in reducing the landscape and visual impact of the
development both within and beyond the site boundary.

57 The proposed ponds, part of the Sustainable Urban Prainage System (SUDS), in addition to their principal
function of attennating surface water drainage, will also be landscaped and will be planted with marginal vegetation to
improve biodiversity. Earth displaced by excavations for foundations and the SUDS ponds will be used to form
mounds characteristic of the castern sector of AWE Aldermaston and which will also increase the containment of views
of the proposed development. A copy of the Surface Water Drainage Report for the HEFF proposal is atlached at
Anncxe 1.

Tree Protection

5.8 All tree removals will wherever possible be undertaken outside the bird breeding and bat roosting season
{March to September inclusive).
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59

Prior to any felling or clearance cperations, individual trees, sections of hedgeiow and other vegetation to be
removed will be identified and clearly marked on site,  All retaincd vegetation will be protected from damage during
clearance operations.

5.10 During construction operations all trees to be retained, together with hedgerows and any other shrubby
vegetation will be fenced off and protected in accordance with BS5837:2005.

5.11 Existing groups of trees to be removed are illustrated on the Application Master Plan. (Figure 5.1 in the
Environmental Appraisal).

Parking

5.12 Cars are not allowed to enter the explosives arca. Conscquently staff parking provision is made elsewhere
within the general car parking areas on the AWE complex. iiard surfaced areas are Jocated at the west and eastern ends
of the HEFF building for operational purposes. These are linked to the network of roadways within the AWE complex.

Construction related Facilities

5.13 The Construction phase is expecicd to last about 2 years. Construction related issues are therefore an
important consideration as part of the proposals. The following construction related elements are proposed:-

a) Car parking for HEFF Construction workers’ private vehicles will be provided at the West End Construction
Enclave located near the West Gate entrance to AWE. This forms part of the planning application for the new
office accommodation (project GEMINI) but as it is related to temporary construction work, the Local
Planning Authorily will be aware that it does nol require plannng permission.

Construction workers will be transported to the HEFF site via shuttle buses on internal roadways:-

b) The Contractors Compound and Contractors Compound (overflow) are located adjacent to the canstruction site
on the east and western sides respectively of Griffin Road. The compounds will accommodate portable cabins,
portable toilets, messing and some operational car parking together with bulk storage of fuels, oils and
lubricants; and:-

c) Existing roads within the AWE site will be used to gain access {0 the proposed new roadway.
5.14 The AWT Code of Construction Practice is attached at Annexc J.
Water Resources

5.15 Reference to SUDS is made in paragraph 5.7 of this Planning Support Statement. Water Resources is covered
in the Defence Exempt Fnviroumental Appraisal. A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) in accordance with Planning Policy
Statement 25: Development and Flood Risk, has been prepared and is attached at Appendix A within the Appraisal.

The FRA provides information supporting the Water Resources chapter in the Environmental Appraisal and concludes
that it will be necessary to provide additional storage in the HEFF development area and are met by the proposed SUDS
scheme. The recommendations set out in the FRA have been addressed in the Environmental Appraisal.

Energy Efficiency

516 At Annexe K is a copy of the Energy Strategy 2006 which sets oul energy efficient measures for the whole of
the Aldermaston and Burghfield cstate,

6 CONCLUDING COMMENTS

6.1 The preposal is an essential component of AWE’s long-term development programme which seeks to secure
the replacement and refurbishment of angoing facilities at Aldermaston and Burghfield. The proposal will result in the
replacement of ¢xisting outdated buildings at both AWE sites and the construction of a modem replacement facility
which will safeguard a number of existing jobs.

6.2 The replacement building will be located in the centre of the Aldermaston Explosives Area, to meet site
operational requtrements.

UNCLASSIFIED
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6.3 The replacement building will bring together a number of related operations located across the Aldermaston
and Burghfield sites thus improving operational efficiency.

6.4 The building will be sustainable, incorporating for example 2 SUDS scheme to manage water run-off.

6.5 The replacement building has been designed to have minimum visual impact when viewed from a wide area
through the careful use of materials and colours.

6.6 Furthermore, the building’s design, which reflects its particular function, will result in a distinctive structure
which will be set within an open, landscaped area.

6.7 ° Overall, the proposal will make a positive contribution to AWE’s activities and will result in a development
compliant with current planning, environmental and sustainability policies.
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1

The Government made clear last year its
commitment to maintaining the
effectiveness and safety of the nuclear
deterrent including making the necessary
investment in the facilities at the Atomic
Weapons Establishment at Aldermaston
and Burghfield.

To that end agreement has been reached
with AWE Management Limited (AWE
ML) to take forward a programme of
investment in sustaining key skills and
facilities at the Atomic Weapons
Establishment. This will include the
provision of necessary extra supporting
infrastructure. Local Planning Authorities
will be consulted on this work in the
normal way, under the provisions of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2005.

The purpose of this investment of some
£350 million over each of the next three
years is to ensure that we can maintain
the existing Trident warhead stockpile
throughout its intended in-service life. In
the absence of the ability to undertake
live nuclear testing given that the UK has
signed and ratified the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty, it is necessary to invest
in the facilities at AWE which will provide
assurance that the existing Trident
warhead stockpiie is reliable and safe. , ,

John Reid
Secretary of State for Defence
18th July 2005

Faln
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1.intrdduction

background

The Atamic Weapans
Establishment (AWE) is located at
sites at Aldermaston, Burghfield
and Blacknest in the administrative
area of Wast Berkshire. AWFE has
Played a central role in naticnal
defence for more than 50 years and
is responsibia far the entira life
cycle of the United Kingdom’s
nuclear warheads, frorm initial
research and design, through
component manufacture and
assembly, to in-senice support and
final decommissioning and
disposal.

AWE Plc manages and cperates
the Atomic Weapons Establishment
on behalf of the Secretary of State
for Defence under a 25-year
contract that commenced in Apfil
2000.

AWE’s care mission is to build and
maintain the warheads for the
submarine-launched Trident ballistic
missile system that today forms the
United Kingdom’s sole nuclear
deterrent. AWE is also required to
maintain a capability to design a
successor warhead to Trident
should it ever be required in the
future.

1.5

The Secretary of State for Defence
infoermed Pariiament in 2004 that
the UK Government remains
committed to maintaining the safety
and effectivenass of the current
nuclear deterrent, including making
the necessary investment at AWE.
The Government also remains
committed 10 keeping open options
for a successor to Trident.

In July 2005 the Secretary of State
for Defence announced a three-
year investment programme
amounting to an acditional £350m
per year in orcler to:-

“... maintain the existing Trident
warhead stockgile throughout its
intended service life. In the
absence of the ability to undertake
live nuclear testing given that the
UK has signed and ratified the
Gomprehensive Test Ban Treaty, it
is necessary to invest in the facilities
at AWE which will provide
assurance that the existing Trident
warhead stockpile is refiable and
safe”.

The Secretary of State also
canfirmed that the local planning
authority would be consulted in the
narmal way on the land-use
aspects of the programme in the
context of current planning
legislation.

page 1
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1.introduction

1.7

1.8

1.9

am

The primary purposes of this
document are to define the broad
parameters of the Government's
July 2005 investment programme in
land use tenms and to facilitate sarly
discussion with the relevant
plarning autharities and cther
stakeholders.

The Site Development Context Plan
(SDCP) includes 10 year lllustrative
Site Development Framework Plans
for each of the two principal sites at
Aldermaston and Burghfield. These
plans set out the principal land-use
proposals that are the subject of
the invastment programme at an
and date of 2015. No spedcific,
significant proposals are involved in
respact of the much smaller AWE
Blacknest site.

An accompanying Strategic
Sustainability Appraisal (SSA) has
alsc been preparsd which
describes the key arcas of potential
effects on the environment and
those who live and waork around the
site. The SSA also identifies how
these issues will be addressed and
managed by AWE as the
programrme progresses,

The SDCP and SSA repressnt the
first step in a continuous review
process to ensure that the context
far more detailed proposals is up to
date and the likely overall impact of
the investment programme can be
assessed at all relevant stages.

1.11

historical development

Very briefly, the history of
development at Aldermaston and
Burghfield is as fallows:

Pre 19389 - the Aldermaston site
was a mediaeval desr park known
as Aldermaston Common  and
Burghfield was predominantty
farming land.

1939-1950 - both sites were
initially requisitioned by the Ministry
of Supply, with Aldarmaston
ultimately operating as a base for
the LS Army Air Force Troop
Carrier Groups and Burghfield
becoming an Ordnance Factory,

1851-2002 - both sites were
selected 1o support the UK Atomic
Weapons Programme  with
Aldermaston primarily involved in
research and Burghfield producing
various component parts and
asgembling the weapons. Direct
employment at both sites s
estimated to have peaked at
around 8000 people.

2002 - Site Development Strategy
Plan (SDSP) published including
franster of all activity 1o AWE
Aldsrmaston.

2003 — decision to retain AWE
Burghfield for operational reasons.

2005 - Secretary of State
announces investment pragramme
to modernise existing facilities.

unnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnunnnnnnnnnnnnnn‘
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1.iNtroduction

document format

Section 2 of this document briefty
describes the nature of the overall
programme and identifies its key
Components.

Section 3 sets out the key
constraints and oppertunities which
have influenced the general
approach to both sites and the
specific proposals including those
related to landscape, transport,
legacy and sustainability
considerations,

Section 4 addresses the land use
principles that have been applied in
formulating the illustrative
framework plans.,

Section 5 explains the intended
sequencing of new development
which will be the subject of
submissions to West Berkshire
Councll, in consultation with
neighbouring authorities, over
the next few years.

page 3
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2.+ 2005-2015
programme

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

introduction

The overall approach to the
modernisation of AWE Aldermaston
and AWE Burghfield put forward in this
pregramme is based an refurbishing
and replacing facilities constructed
principally in the 1850s and 60s.

The key elements of this approach
are:

» improving standards of design

» enhancing environmental
performance

» reducing environmental impact

» managing traffic

* maximising community benefits

The programme involves the re-use of
previcusly developed or “brownfield"
sites in accordance with one of the
major themes of Government Folicy.

This re-use needs to be achieved
whilst maintaining continuity in relation
to the activities and processes
occurring an the sites and having
regard to important issues such as
decoemmissioning safety and security
which are all carried out in the context
of nuclear site licences and other
stringent controls.

These factors support the view that
there is no practical and sustainable
alternative to AWE's continued
presence at Aldermaston and
Burghfield.

Both sites have a long history of
positive co-existence with the local
community and provide significant
employment and other economic
benefits,

4

the SDSP context

2.6 As indicated in the genearal
introduction, against the
background of the Aldermaston
Site Development Strategy Flan
(SDSP}, this document and the
associated plans seeks to set out a
more specific land-use framework
identifying individual proposals to
be completed within the 10-year
period 2005-2015 at both
Aldermaston and Burghfield.

2.7 The components of the programnme
are very similar to those put forward
in the SDSP. They are set in the
context of the same safety,
operational and environmental
principles. In this regard they can
be placed under the following five
headings in relation to the broad
types of development:-

s Manufacturing/production.
» lesting/research.
« Computing/communications.

» Offices and business support
accommaodation.

e Environmental proposals and
progranmes.
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2. e 2005‘201 5
programme

2.8 In addition AWE will continue an 2.11 The principal "new build” elements
on-going programme of in the programme are set aut in the
modernisation of the service following tables (A — Aldermaston,
infrastructure within bath sites. For B - Burghfield).
example, the long-term aim remains
to remave the majority of the above 212 Their general, proposed Igcations
ground steam supply system. are shown on the respective

framework plans AWE1
A {Aldermaston) and AWE2
prlnCIDaI programme {Burghfield) which accompany this

components document.

2.9 The main elements of the
programme have beean split into
those requiring new buildings and
those involving significant in situ ra-
furbishment of existing buildings
and plant. As far as the latter are
concerned, the framework plans
only show the major exampiles to
indicate whare there will be
significant construction and related
activity. Mare minor refurbishments
will take place at both sites over the
period to 2015 and these will be
taken into account in arriving at
estimates of overall construction
related activity and associated
traffic movements.

2.10  Where refurbishment involves
material changes to the appearance
of any building or plant, individual
applications will be submitted,

page § ee———m——




2...2005-2015
programme

new build projects

Manufacturing/Production
Reference Localion Tndicative Indicative height
(See Ilustrative floor space | (m) (building
TFramework plans (m®*) only)
tor site locations})
1. A 10, 800 5-10
2. A 20, 000 10-15
3. A 3,000 5-10
4. A 1,500 5-10
5. B 3,000 3-10
6, B 2000 5-10
7. B 7,000 10-15
Testing/Research
Proposal Location Indicative Indicative height
floor space | (m) ({building
(m%) only)
8. A 6, 000 20-30
9. A 3.000 3-10
10. A 12,000 13-20
11, A 500 5-10
[2. B 4,000 3-10
Computing/Communications
[Proposal Location Tndicative | Indicative height
floorspace | (m) (building
(m?) only)
13. A 4,500 3-10
14, A 100 5-10
15. A 100 5-10

|
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2...2005-2015
programme

213

2.14

Cffice & Business Support Accomodation

Proposal Laocation I'Indicative | Indicative height
floorspace m (building only)
(m®)
10, A 24,000 15-20
17. A 12,000 15-20
18. A 9,000 5-10
19. A 2,000 5-10
20. A 1500 N/A
SpacEs approx. ]
21. A S00 N/A
Spaces approx.
Environmental proposals and programmes
'Proposal Cocation dicative | Indicative ]
floorspace { height m
{m% {building only)
22, A N/A, N/A
23. A/B NVA N/A
Mast of the additional employment 2.15 Increased empiayment and the

will arise in the context of the
proposed office accommodation at
Aldermaston, the majority of which
is programmed to be completed by
2009. For both Burghfield and
Aldermaston, it is expected that tha
implementation of the programme
will not lead to levels of
employment greater than those
associated with the sites in the
past.

The construction process will
involve employment levels over and
above the operational workforce
whilst building occurs. The impact
of the construction procass itself
and the additional employment it
involves will be assessed and
managed in accordance with a co-
ordinated strategy for both sites.

A‘_%{‘E

activity associated with construction
will aiso involve significant economic
benefits particularly in respect of the
local community,

page ¥
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2.

2006-2015
programme /

further studies

2.16 In addition to the principal new

217

build projects and the major
refurbishments, further studies and
assesments will be undertaken. For
example in the early part of the
programme there will be a focus on
the western part of the
Aldermaston site, including studies
that deal primarily with the future
use and operation of the West Gate
and the area utilised by the
Recreation Society. These are both
related to the potential for creating
a highar quality entrance to the
Aldermaston site.

Specific studies to support the
programme will also include:

Transport Assassment
Landscape and Visual
Assessment

. Construction Logistics
Strategy

2.18

219

i

a dynamic programme

Inevitably, with a project of this
complexity, there are likely to be
modifications and variations to the
schedule of proposals and the
associated framework plans as the
programme develops. However, the
overall context for the proposals
represented in this document is not
expecied to change materially.

If other developments come
forward outside the context of the
programme set out in this
document, the local planning
authority and other key
stakehelders wil be involved at an
early stage,
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| 3. opportunities
~ &constraints

31

introduction

AWE4) show the principal
opportunities and constraints
affecting bath sites. Given their
respective locations and
characteristics Aldermaston and

Burghficld give rise to different issues

and challenges.

site specific constraints

& opportunities

Aldermaston

3,2 Aldermaston can be divided into

three broad functional areas. The

eastern part of the site to the east of

the main north south access read

(Griffin Road) is pringipally devoted 1o
activity associated with conventional
explosives and is currently licensed
by the Ministry of Defence Ordnance

Safety Group (DOSG).

3.3 To the west of Griffin Road the site
splits generally into two areas. To the

north is the Nuclear Starage and
Processing Area (NSPA). This is
devoted mainly ta the nuclear

aspects of the site’s activities and is
subject to additional levels of security.

3.4  To the south the area is principally

charactetised by business support

activities including the majority of the
existing office accommodation on the
site. This is referred to below as the
Businass Support Zone. The area of

this zone within which maost

redevelopment is proposed is referred

to as West End.

3.6

3.7

The accompanying pfans (AWE3 and 3.5 For a varisty of operational and

practical reasans there is little scope
or need to depart from the overall
land-use pattern at Aldermaston.
Indeed, there is marit in seeking to
accentuate and reinforca these
distinctions.

Aldermaston Business Suppoit Zone

For the Business Support Zone there
is a significant opportunity to improve
the presentation and image of the site
without unduly compromising its
historic layout. In this latter regard,
Aldermaston is unigue in land use
terms, It has evoived in a particular
historical context rooted in the 1950s
and 80s and it is considered
important te retain the overall
character of the area whilst at the
same time taking the cpportunity to
mainiain and develop the world class
status of its scientific and engineering
community.

Aldermaston NSPA

The primary considerations relating to
this area must be facussed on safety,
operaticnal efficiency and security
with all other considerations wholly
subservient to thesa fundamental
factors. [nevitably, therefore, the area
will continue to have a functional
appearance.

page ¢
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3. opportunities
&constramts

Aldermaston Eastern Area

3.8 Constraints in this part of the site are
also dominated by safety, security
and the need to maintain functional
continuity during construction,

3.9 This creates a potentially complex
picture related to the quantity
distances {(iDs) that must be
maintained around buildings licensed
to process and handle explosivas,
The amount and type of material
invalved and the nature of the
buildings in which they are located
defines the extent of the QD and the
number of people permitted within it.

3.10 This means that during the project
period, maximum flexitility must be
maintained to move material and
activities within the licensed area to
minimise the restrictions associated
with Q0s. In addition, in the context
of the current regulatory regimeg the
licensed area could not be
significantly reduced without
prejudicing the implementation of the
proposed new facilities and the
overall operation of the area.

3.11  Hestricted access to the eastern area
does howaver have the benefit that,
in mature conservation terms, it
includes some valuable habitats,

3.12

3.13

3.4

l

With appropriate management
there is the potential opportunity to
protect and enhance these
environmental rescurces, both now
and in the long term, without
affecting operational capability.

Burghfield

A significant site-specific constraint
at Burghfigld arises from its past
history as a location for the
processing and production of
conventional explosives and

munitions. This legacy will require a

long-term programme of
characterisation and subsequent
clearance which is already under
way.

In addition, any new buildings need
to be in close proximity to the

existing assembly facilities 1o snsure

continuity of operations and
appropriate levels of security at all
stages.

page “0
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3. Opportunities
&CONSstraints

3.15

3.16

3.17

General Issyes
taffic & transportation

A survey has been Lndertaken of
the existing work force 10 assist in
the formulation of g travel plan and
inform development of the sSDce
and the S5A,

For both Aldermaston and
Burghfield it is fully recognised that
transportation, Including access, ig
a significant and important fssug,
particularly during the construction
period. Whilst the [atter iNvoives
temparary impacts, construction
will ocour over an extended pericd
and will requira careful Managament
and control. A Transport
Assessment (TA) is curreritly in
preparation,

In the context of an overall trave|
plan for both sites there are
significant opportunities to achieva:-

s Sustainable transport
choices for staff,
contractors and visitors.

. Improved accessibility to
the develaprnent by
walking, cycling,
passenger transport and
car sharing,

. A reduction in the nesd to
travel, especially alone by
Car, and

. A reduction in vehicular
Mavaments within the
sitas.

3.18

3.19

3.20

3.21

These principles fully accord with
national, regional and local
planning palicies aimed principally
at reducing use of the private car,

landscape

A Landscape ang Vegetation
Appraisal has begn undeartaken for
both sites. Further detailed
assessment is being undertaken of
the individual elerments of the
project.

Aldermaston is a large site which
has few immediately recognisable
reference points or landmarks, The
industriai nature of many of the
bulldings and the homogeneity of
much of the mig 20th century
architecture can also ba confusing
for those trying to navigate the site
and who do not already know it
well. The site is evident in views
from some public vigw points,
visible within a wel) wooded
landscape context,

I this regard there is an
Opportunity to enhance the legibility
of the site through the dasign and
treatrnent of the Open space
network and aiso improve the
quality of the external environment
through the intreduction of addition
structure planting and upgrading
the hard landscape materials.

page 1l
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3.0

pportunities

gconstraints

3.22

3.23

3.24

Burghfield is smallet although it too
iacks clear reference points. This will
became less of an issue, however, as
the current operational area contracts
and the grid pattern of accessways
which characterises the site becomes
less dominant.

For operational and security reasons
the boundary fences will remain
clearly visible. Howsaver, if
opportunities arise further internal
baundary planting will be introduced.

Overall, the programme will addrass
onpartunities within the sites to:-

. Respord to and enhance the
existing local landscape
settings.

. Maintain existing landscape
character.

. Maintain existing landscaps
features.

] Reinforce landscape
stuctura.

. Improve landscape
striucture through additional
planting and upgrading the
approach 1o hard surface
treatment.

L Retain, where possible, al
important and healthy trees.

. To provide additional
boundary plarting where
appropriate .

3.25

3.28

. Ensure that all fiture planting,
in the context of any future
development or landscape
Mmanagsment, is of a sufiicient
scale, to significantly enhance
the landscape context of
bath sites.

. Achieve a more attractive and
high quality extermal
presentation whilst ensuring
that securty is maintained.

sustainakzility

There will be significant opportunities to
mast wider sustainability objectives as
the development programme for
Aldermaston and Burghfield proceeds.
The current building stock is generally
inefficient in relation to energy
censumption and other infrastructure
such as the above ground steam
distribution system which will require
replacement.

The development programme will
involve significant improvements to the
ageing utility infrastructure, The
following opportunities will be
addressed in respect of all
development and infrastructure
proposals:-

» Maintaming the: status of both
sites as “good neighbours”
within ther host communities
including maximising
economic and social benefits,

. Froviding employees with
modem and attractive
facilities that are safe,
comfortable and an aid to
recruiting and retaining high
quality staff,
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P 5. opportunities
L &constraints

. Continuing to minimise the

impact on the environment of
operaticnal and construction

activities.

. Continuing an on-going
programme of de-
commissioning, demolition
and de-contamination
consistent with the above
principles.

demalition & decommissioning

3.27  There are faw axamples of

contamination arising from the
operation of either site in the
context of their current or historical
uses and none which significarity
constrain the implementation of tha
investment programme.

3.28 Since the beginning of 2003, AWE

has demolished more than 100
facilities on both sites, This leaves
over 1100 buildings on the
Aldermaston site and over 360 at
Burghfield, many of which date
back to the 1940s. Surveys
continue to identify further buildings
for demolition,

3.29

3.30

3.31

As the programme proceeds, and
indeed beyonad 2015, there will be
significant opportunities where
practical to continue the
decommissioning and demolition
which will improve the appearance of
both sites as well as reducing
maintenance and utility costs.

During demolition work great care wil
be taken to minimise tha
environmental impact and avoid
disruption to neighbours, Wheraver
possible, material resulting from
demolition will be re-used within the
sites to avoid Jnnecessary traffic
movements and consume natural
resources,

the community

AWE already has a close relationship
with the Iocal community. Liason
arrangemerits will be established ta
maximise the benefits arising from the
project and 1o assist with the
management of potential impacts.

page 13
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4.1

42

4.3

4. land use
principlessstrategies

Aldermaston — General
Approach

The overall approach o the
Aldermaston site depicted on the
accompanying framework plan
(AWE1) is to recognise and reinforce
the functicnal split already referred t0.

Aldermaston - Business Support
Zone/MWest End

The bulk of new office
accommedation is proposed to be
iccated in the western part of the
zone between the two main access
roads in a high quality campus style
farmat. The eastern section of the
zone, developed principally in the
19505 and 60s, will be retained in its
current form and any future
redevelopment or refurbishiment will
preserve its basic layout.

An area including the new office
campus and the area to the east is
alsc proposed as a pedestrian pricrity
zone with car parking provided to the
north and south and asscciated
strong pedestrian links.

4.4

4.5

46

47

As indicated in Section 2, work wil
also be undertaken 1o examine the
feasibility of changing the principal,
visitor entrance to the West Gate to
improve the presentation of the site.

This could include moving the
security fence as shown on the
framework plan to maximise the
positive impact of the new office
accommedation from the main
access road establishing a first
class "gateway” to tha Aldermaston
facility. The design of
impravements in this location will be
considerad in detail with all relevant
stakeholders,

To the south of the main access
road close to the West Gate a
major new car parking area is
proposed principally to serve the
new and existing offices. This is
currently a partially clearsd area
containing some af the older
buildings on the site.

The aim is thus to seek to make the
West End of the support zone the
primary entrance to the
Aldermaston site and to create a
clear, high quality focus for the site
including significant new hard and
soft landscape works to reinforce
the sites legibility.

page 14
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4. land use

principlessstrategies

48

4.9

4.10

411

The western part of the Aldermaston 412
site also includes recreation facilities

including a building complex which

requires significant expenditure to

either refurbish existing provision or

provide new facilities,

Again, as Section 2 of this document
indicates, AWE are commissioning a
comprehensive study on the usage 413
and demand for various recreation

facilities to inform the overall

approach to this part of the site.

Aldermaston NSPA

The most appropriate location for

naw buildings in this area is in its

southern section, Within the NSPA 414
there are three major refurbishments
proposed. The rermainder of this part

of the NSPA is affected by an on

goeing decommissioning programme,

which doas not facilitate

redevelopment within the programme
timescale.

Aldermaston Eastern Area

As proposed in the SDSP all
conventional explosive related activity
i5 1o be consolidated on the
Aldermaston site. QOverall, the aim is
1o concentrate facilities with the
largest potential explosive inventories
in the centre of the licensed area.

In tha light of the current regulatory
regime, uses that involve smaller or
non existent QDs can be located on
the periphery. The general principle
must nevertheless be to maintain
maximum dispersal and keep QDs
contained within the licensed area
boundary as much as possible.

Within the operational constraints in
the eastern area, there is an
opportunity for some additional tree
planting in the context of an overall
managsment plan. Large scale tree
planting however would not be
consistent with the heath land habitat
that characterises most of the area.

An environmental management plan
will be prepared for this eastern area
to ensure that the existing
environmental resources are
pratected and, wherever possible,
that enhancement proposals are
adopted. In particuiar, a grass cutting
managemant regime will be explored
which, taking into account the
regulatory requirernents, allows the
otiginal heath land habitat to be
restored wherever possible,
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land use
principies strategies

Burghfield — General Approach

4.15 The overall approach to Burghfield 418 The framawork plan identifias
{Plan AWE2) will involve specific, longer term clearance
consolidation of operational uses in areas at Aldermaston where the
the northern part of the site, aim is to eventually remove existing
progressive characterisation ang buildings and structures. These
subseguent clearance and proposals will be kept under review
decontamination of the remainder in the light of progress on the main
of the site generally working from construction and refurbishment
north to south. This remediation programms,
work will extend bayond 2015.

transport

4,16 Whilst the site is set within a wall
astablished landscape framework, 419 The Transport Strategy will involve
and therefore limited in views from the adoption of demand
the wider landscape, opportunities management through rmore cantrol
have been identiflted for additional of on-site parking, the
planting to reinforce the sites implementation of a travel plan and
enclosure, especially along tha by managing movements both on
western edge. and off site,
COMMmMOon issues 4.20 Development of the travel plan has

already commenced and it will be
progressed in parallel with the

demolition & clearance development programme

4,17 A significant amount of demaolition

) | ts of trat Id
will be required to fagilitate new 4.21  Key elements of the strategy cou

building and the refurbishment of include:

some facilities on both sites. Given

the levels of construction activity » Introducing a gate and parking

that are likely over the project permit systam that allocates

period, significant clearance work drivers 10 a specific car park

not directly related 1o the and a gate. This is most

implementation of the investment relevant at Aidermaston.

programme will need to be carefully

managed. * Consolidating car parking in
specific locations as shown on
the illustrative framework plans.
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2 land use

principlessstrategies

4.22

4.23

» An overall gate access strategy
taking into account operational,
movement and security
considerations.

*  Confirming dedicated gates for
construction traffic and
associated management.

* Reducing Single Qccupancy
Vehicles {through car sharing, bus
travel, improved walking/cycling
links and adoption of flexible
working where possibla).

+ Staff and community
consultation at an early stage of
the process of iImplementing
travel initiatives.

The local authority and all relevant
stakeholders will be closely involved
in the process of developing and
implementing the strategy

Landscape Strategy

As indicated above, there is a clear
need to improve the hard
landscape matarials and the soft
landscape structure in key locations
to reinforce the urbian design
principles, setting the daveliopment
intc a coherent and high quality
landscape structure.

4.2

4

Construction

The framewaork plans have been
prepared on the basis that
construction activity would be
contained within both sites in terms
of compounds and lay-down areas.
In this regard potential areas at
both Aldermaston and Burghfield
are identified on the respective
plans.

In addition construction related
traffic movements will raguire
detailed management, bhath within
and cutside the site, having regard
to impact on the relevant highway
netwaorks, security and operational
cantinuity. This may involve
temporarily defining self-contained
construction areas which will be
subject to specific arrangements.
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5.1

5. development
seguence

approach

The development programme will
involve the submission of
applications to West Berkshire
Council over the next three years
relating to the new development
propesals. The details of this
approach will be the subject of pre-
application discussions with the
Local Planning Authority. Some
proposals may be the subject of
individug! applications, whiist others
can be grouped together ta some
extent. In overall terms, the general
sequence of development over the
next 3 yvears is likely to be:

1. Proposals 14, 15, 18,
19 - late 2005

2. Proposal 8 - early 2006

3. Proposals16 (part), 20

(part), 21 {part}, 22 (part),
23 (part) - mid 2006

4, Proposal 3 - mid 2006

5. Propesal 6 - late 2006

6. Proposal 2 - mid 2007

7. Proposal 7 - late 2007

8. Proposals 4, 5, 9 - 13,
17 - 2008

5.2

53

As already indicated, the SDCP
provides the overall context for
more detailed submissions.
Inevitably, as individual components
of the programme become more
developed and strategies covering
issues such as transport and
construction evolve, there may wel
be a need to review the overall
picture. However, the basic
components of the programme are
not expacted to change materially
and thig document therefore
represents a robust contextual
basis for considering the averall
development.

Any significant development outside
the context of the SDCP wil be the
subject of further exercises such as
this.
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