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MERICAN scientists
at the Los Alamos
A resesrch laberatory
857§ are developing & new
gencration of minlaturised nu
clear weapons, desl ned for use
primarily in the Third World,
gecording to Greenpeace.

The three types of new nu-
clear weapong, dowi (o "mibcrn-
nukos” eqgulvalent to only 10
tons of conventional explogives,
arw being justified to the Penta-
gon and to Congress In the light
of US shorteomlngs in the Guif
war: the fadlure to hit Jraqh
commanders n thelr bunkers
and the difficulty of stopping
Seud missiles. }

The 10-ton micro-nuke is
{dontified ag a weapon that can
vpreclude sancluary (o nuclear:
armed leadership”, in briclings
glven at Los Alamos 1o US havy
oificlals.

The 100-ton ominknuke” s
deacribed 03 the nost efMcient
way lo destroy fncoming hu:
clear, chemical or blologicsl
isello worhenda in flight.

The 1,000-tott “tiny-huke' I8
seon g & weapon o destroy
company-size unite in extreme
scenarins”, and &s 8 neans o
“deter use of mMAass destruction
weapons by Third World
nations'. The bomb dropped on
Hiroshima was gquivadent 1o
pbout 17,000 tons of conven
tional explosives.

These weapons, used during
conventiona warfare, would
blur the nuclear threshhold
whieh has nover been crossed
since tho second world wanr,
even though all the main nte
clear powers have deployed
small-scale tactical nuclear
weapons for o than two
decades.

These programines arce still
i the rosearch and develop:
ment phase, and are Lelng
funded from allocations for the
US alr force and energy depart-

o

ol

nent. They werc described in a
closcd segston before the Sanate
armed services and energy
committees last March by Dr
Slegfried Hecker. director of
the Log Alamos laboratorlcs, 85
research programmes. and they
have not been stopped by
Congress.

Thelr full development would
require underground testing,
and erities of the programme
aro concerned that this may ac-
count for the Bush administra:
tion's resistance to 8 compre-
henslve ban an nuclear testing.

“rhe development of theso
weapons goes against the
nattvnal sceurity abjective of
the 1990s; preventing weapons
of mass destruction from prolif-
crating to new nations,” Wik
liam Arkin, milltary research
directar for Greenpeace Inter-
national, suld yesterday.

Mr Arkin, who djscovered
and publicised the pro-

ramincs, warned: "By contem-
plating the possihle use of nu-
clear wcapons in the Third
world, we are glving wary
nations a compelling reason to
develop thelr own arsc_nals." 1

The micro-hukes 1t neatly |}
into the theory of nuclear
weapons in the "New World |}~
Order” which was established
Ly the strategic deterrence
study Rroup. organised by the
Pentagon’s jolnt strategic targel
planning staff. Known as the
Revd report, aftet the chalrman
Tom Recd, it calls for 8 US nu-
cleat posturc aimed at deter-
ring emergent nuclear weapon
states which “scck to deter the
US and other powers from in-
torfering  with thelv roglonal
aggrossions’,

The Log Alamos {eam say ex-
fsting US tectical nuclear
weapons are 100 powerful, sv
they “sclf-deter” Us pollcy-
makers from using them. They
say the micro-, mini- and tiny-
nukes, which are low-yield
weapons, would glve defence
plonnhers more optinns.
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