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By Gareth Parry

A TRAWLER was towed
backwards and around in cir-
cles for three hours yester-

day after catchingasub-

marinein its nets while
fishing 10 miles south-east of
eBrry Head, south Devon. It
later appeared certain that
the sub, which got away, was
Russian.

The Royal Navy confirmed
last night that the vessel did
not belong to it, or its Nate
allies — for no submariner
had reported tangling with
Brixham stern trawler Jo-
anna C. at 3 am.

One possibility was that
the vessel, although legally
in international waters, was
taking an interest In ship-
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marine sguadrom. Kastern
block submarines, usually
Hussian, have been suspected
for some time of lurking in
the ares, hoplng te pick wp
signals,

The politics of the event,
however, seemed of little
consequence to Joanna s

skipper, John Green, who
later described a “ three-hour
nightmare”  which  could
have resulted in the frawler
being pulled under the
surface.

“It was very frightening.
We didn’t know how it was
going to end. At first we
didn’'t know what had hap-
pened. But after 15 minutes
of being dragged backwards
we knew it could omly be a

Skipper John Green—
‘“three - hour . nightmare ”

guards by radic and they

hours before they came and
said the navy did have a suh
in that area and we were to
cut our nets immedlately.

It was a great rellef. The
whole time I kept thinking
we could' be dragged under
by the sub.*

Captain Green,
satled back te Brixham, and
sald later that loss of . the
nets would cost him £1,000.
His vessel will be berthed
fon at least a week.

“The coastguard (old us
that the navy told them I
would be compensated iIn
full,” he said. Bu( this assur-
ance was given before the
Royal Navy’s confirmation
later thut it aws not at fault
for the incident. The navy's

aged 30, )
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The navy confirmed (hat
its submarine In the area
was In fact around 30 iniles
away. The Americans also
had one, but that was on the
surface at the time. The fact
that the mysterious sub-
marine stayed hencath the
surface added to suspicions
about its nationality.

The most serious Incldent
involving a submarine and

trawler happened in May
1982, when a Bridish sub-
marine In the Irish Sea

pulled under the Dublin-reg-
istered trawler Sharelga. All
five crew were rescued. In
December 1982, (he trawler
Algrie hooked the nuclear-
powered submarine HMS
Spartan off Land’s End. The
submarine’s commander sur-
faced immediately,’ and or-
dered the trawler skipper to
cut his nets.

ping in and around sub. We tried fo pull our said they would try to find legal department was exam-
Devenport, Britain's main  nets in, but we snapped the out from the mavy if they ining the question of com-
naval dockyard, and the steel wires holding them. had any subs in the ares. pensation In the light of its
heme of the second sub- “1 contacted the ceast- But it was another threc instruction to cut the nets.
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