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of the Border.

“Pundits used to say that you
can expect a drastic fall in sup-
port for the party in government
in mid-term. The pundits are
now saying that such unpopu-
larity is to be expected ‘in the
early days of the life of a Gov-
ernment’. That change in expec-
tations speaks volumes.”

The leader of the SNP, Mr
Alex Salmond, said the party
was delighted to see that “our
vote is once again increasing
and that we are in a strong sec-
ond place, challenging Labour”.

He added: “It is not surprising
that the Liberals have gone up
in the immediate aftermath of a
good by-election result. It is sig-
nificant that while every other
party loses to the Liberals’ by-
election afterglow, the SNP is
not only holding on to our vote,
but is up 1%.

“The Tories are the real losers

.Continued on page 2
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between rival drug traffickers,
according to one news agency.
The cardinal’s car, in the Gua-
dalajara airport’s parking lot,
was struck by more than 25
bullets.

The cardinal, the Archbishop
of Guadalajara, was at the air-
port to receive the Papal Nuncio
who was visiting Guadalajara.

Mr Armando Morquechu, a
spokesman for the state of Jalis-
co, said little was known about
the attack.

“The only thing we really

attack or something circum-
stantial. One theory is that the
cardinal was a victim of a shoot-
out between police and drug-
traffickers.”

Television shots showed sev-
eral cars in the airport car park
riddled with bullets and dead
bodies strewn about.

The 66-year-old archbishop
was appointed to his position as
cardinal of Guadalajara two
years ago by the Pope. He was
one of only two cardinals in
Mexico.—REUTER

ment by announcing that the
troubled west coast main line
will be one of a further 18 pas-
senger franchises to be sold off
next year, making a total of 25.

In February Mr MacGregor
announced ScotRail and the
east coast main line from Aber-
deen to London would be among
seven.pilot franchises created in
advance of privatisation.

The 25 franchises, ranging in
size from the entire ScotRail
network to the Gatwick Express
airport service, mirror BR’s ex-
isting business centres. Like the
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to 100 boats will attempt to
disrupt the RN submarine
exercise.

Yesterday, Campbeltown law-

and subs

Mr Stewart Irvine, secretary
of CFA Carradale branch, said:
“We have to get our message
across to the public.

running by late next year.

The 18 new franchises an-
nounced yesterday were:
InterCity West Coast Main Line,
InterCity Midland Main Line,
InterCity Anglia, InterCity
Cross Country, Thames Line,
Chiltern Line, Northampton
and North London Lines, West
Anglia and Great Northern,
Great Eastern, Thameslink,
Kent Services;

South London and Sussex
Coast, North East Region, North
West Region, Merseyrail Elec-
tric Services, Central Region,

WATHICT O &1 " major operational
catastrophe” unless an essen-
tial £400m modernisation of the
line's track and signalling is car-
ried out.

Meanwhile, the Government
last night stood ready for a
climbdown over concessionary
and cheap fares for pensioners
and students

This was the conciliatory
message to potential Tory
rebels as the Bill to
denationalise the railways en-
tered its detailed report stage in
the Commons.

Climbdown likely...........cceeueen..... 9
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| Gareloch on Monday, when up

than 1000 Scottish vessels.

hoods threatened,” he said.
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Stones. Loach got the jury prize,
which he won three years ago
for Hidden Agenda, his film

about Northern Ireland.
Tha

lence. However, there is a happy
ending.

The Chinese film, which is in-

finitalr clinariae.

As usual, there was a prize
that nobody agreed with. This
year, they gave the grand jury
prize to the German dirertar

1850s with her small daughter to
marry a man she has never met.
Miss Hunter, who does not
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