MoD denies deal over
leaking submarine

MABRIB o boL ity b sl

THE government insisted yes-
terday that it had not struck a
secret deal to tow a nuclear-
powered submarine back from
Gibraltar if repairs were not
finished on time.

HMS Tireless docked in the
British colony on Spain’s south-
ern tip nine months ago after a
crack was found in its cooling
system.

The Spanish newspaper El
Pais claimed that Britain had
secretly agreed with Spainto tow
the submarine back to Britain if
its cooling system could not be
repaired by May 19, the anniver-
sary of the submarine’s arrival in
Gibraltar.

But a Ministry of Defence
spokeswoman said repairs to the
vessel should be finished at the
end of March. She was not aware
of any secret deal to tow the sub-
marine back to Britain if repairs
were not finished by May 19.

The MoD spokeswoman
added: “Repairs to the submarine
will start some time this week. If
everything goes to time, repairs
will be finished at the end of
March.”

She stated that safety was a
paramount issue when deciding
whether the vessel should leave.

In demonstrations just across
the bay of Gibraltar, protesters,
including politicians, union lead-
ers and environmentalists, rallied
behind a banner held aloft by

H

children that read: “For the sake
of our future.”

On Saturday, tens of thousands
of people marched through the
southern Spanish town of Alge-
ciras calling for the Tireless to
leave at once.

Police said 20,000 people
attended the rally, but organisers
put the number at 70,000.

The presence of the stricken
submarine has provoked concern
and anger among Spaniards liv-
ing near Gibraltar and strained
the already sour relations
between London and Madrid
over the colony.

Spain ceded Gibraltar in 1713
and now reclaims sovereignty
but Britain refuses to discuss the
issue.—AP
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