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strikes, so Britain will be regarded as the most likely partner for a joint nuclear attack, in
many scenarios. The fact that Britain’s only force is Trident presents a complication. The
US is most likely to use nuclear bombers, particularly B2s. A joint strike plan would have
to coordinate the use of bombers and Trident missiles. The US nuclear war planning
system, ISPAN, is designed to support strategic and regional nuclear operations involving
a variety of different types of nuclear weapons. The coordination of a strike plan,
involving British weapons, would almost certainly be carried out within the ISPAN
system at Omaha, Nebraska.
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target location was within particular geographical bounds then a variable could be
changed which would abort any launch command.

Britain’s main independent target plan is probably aimed at command centres around
Moscow. An attack like this would be against US interests in virtually all
circumstances. This target plan is predictable in that it involves a large proportion of
the warheads being aimed at targets within a particular area. Again a few lines of code
could be altered to abort the mission if this target plan was activated.

The 12-hourly weather messages produced in the US, and fed into the Fire Control
System on British Trident submarines, could be used by the US to give them a veto over
the use of the missiles. These messages could be used to send covert on/off messages to
the Fire Control System. They could provide the US with a veto or authorisation
procedure, within a 12-hour timescale.

There is no evidence that the US has made any attempt to cripple the software supplied
to Britain in any of these ways. However it could be done. The feasibility of any such
project would depend on how rigorously Britain carries out independent checks on the
software.
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British nuclear policy may emphasise the role of nuclear weapons in preventing war, but the
operational preparations have a rhythm of their own. The patterns established in the Cold
War have been sustained, albeit in a modified form. The capabilities of Trident are far greater
than the V Bombers, Polaris or Chevaline.

Both Lee Butler and Bruce Blair have pointed out the limited role which the President plays
in this process. The approval of the President is needed before the nuclear response is
initiated. But the President only has three minutes to make a decision and the advise from
STRATCOM will be heavily biased towards emphasising that he must authorise a strike. The
Russian president has a similar period to decide.

Russia recognised that their nuclear forces could not be launched if several key Command and
Control centres were destroyed in a US nuclear attack. They made two responses to this.

One was to construct very deep and substantial bunkers. This was the basis for the US
program to build nuclear bunker-busters. The second was to introduce a “dead-hand” system.
This automatically issues instructions to launch missiles if the main command centre is
destroyed.

! Jonathan Schell, The Gift of Time, p34

? Jonathan Schell p13

? Jonathan Schell, p47

* Ambiguity and Deterrence

® Jonathan Schell p184f

® UN Charter Article 41

7 Supplement to an Agenda for Peace: Position paper of the Secretary General on the occasion of the 50"
anniversary of the United Nations. January 1995,
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Structure
Consider by — argument, application to UK,
Risks — abolition, retention

Russia
Counter Proliferation

The link between Russia & CP — history of proliferation
Routes to disarmament — horizontal, vertical - dealerting
Uncertainty — Ambiguity, bluff, lies and miscalculation
European nuclear force

WMD

Public constraint rests on knowledge — need for education.

Balance of power arguments lie at the heart of argument for nuclear weapons and against de-
alerting — but both sides are very heavy and keeping balance is tricky. But balance of power
approach does not consider the weight of non-military power and factors.

First World War and example of horrendous consequences of miscalculation.

Britain’s role in the US/Russia nuclear stand-off today is hard to get to grips with. By
acquiring Trident Britain purchased a system which was capable of launching a devastating
attack on Russia. In the early 1980s it would have been justified for its wider role in support
of NATO. SACEUR would have allocated the targets, probably in Poland and East Germany.
But, as the successor to Chevaline, the ability to attack targets around Moscow would have
been a major criteria. The deployment of Trident today, with one submarine on patrol with 48
nuclear warheads, is a posture which is designed for use against Russia.

Despite the new capabilities of SRS, communications still constrain submarine operations. It
is almost certain that British Trident submarines will take with them targeting tapes when they
sail at the start of a patrol. British nuclear forces are assigned to NATO, but the NATO
Nuclear Planning Group say that they have no longer maintain peacetime nuclear plans. It is
possible that although NATO does not retain nuclear plans, Britain does have plans for the
use of Trident in support of NATO. Plans for use against Russia are probably carried.
Options for targeting elsewhere may also be carried. Additional options could be
communicated through SRS.
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