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The Dublin government

was accused last night of - ;

trying to cover up an inci-
dent in which, a US
nuclear submarine lay

disdbledion the'lrish.Sem

bed for twodays, ~ 7
The: r(.,eim: lxsauem an
lsla-of an based momlor

ing group — ‘claimed Dublin -

had “conspired  and eol-
luded™ with Washington 10
cover up.the April 1986 inci-
dent. 1n which the uss
Nathaniel Greene ripped a
#aping hole.in its bow off.the
Eire coast,

The suhmnrine e P pow-

ered by. two nuclear ceactors
aud cartying 16 plutonium
war h{uda — had to be towed
back to 15 buse at Faslane,
Scotland,, It wa.s Iate§ dec
mmlﬂl‘\'il@h

The clainr followa the smk-
ing of u Soviet nuclear gub.
mating in the Norwegisn Sea
eavlier this month with the
loss of o0 lives, v

The league’s assistant
secretary, Hernaﬁ.l Moitatt,
has weritten to thq American

naval attache in London.

about the incident in 1986
und has raused the matter
withpdlire - marine minister
Brendun Daly,

Mr Mottart’ 8aid it way
“highly prohable that' the

| By MARTIN HILL

Eire governinent. had sgreed
‘with the Americans to hush
p thedncident. oo

! Mr Mol’fatt “eaid he
ibelieved the. subiidrine had

+been severly damaged when

it "bottomed out” on the
seabed | at between -25 30
‘knots. .

Hé said that on numer(m.s

. oocasions ‘he had requested ]

ﬁn!bﬂnanon on any release of
radiution = either from the
wemael's propu.lqon Loer
weaponry ==  from the
iAmericsin navy byt had ré.

dtediy-beén fobbed off. .

‘Ihe {atest row follows an
,mndem early. on Monday
morning in which un Isle Of
Man-rogittered . fighing

- vessel, the Laurel, was towed

bhackwards. 12 niles west of
Peid, The skipper had to cut
his gear 10 free the vessel,

- 1t emerged vesterday that
‘ the American . navy had

admitted. one..of their sub.
marings hitd snagzed a bdat's -
nels midway, between Eire:
and the Isle of ‘Min 'af ap- °
promn.m_h 8, i()am on Mon-
day.

Last © might the F):re
government and the Ameri-
can, navy were hoth unaveil-
ahle for comment. -
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