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New nuclear threat for Utah?
Britain may be creating, testing weapon in West

By Lee Davidson
Deseret Morning News

Amid press reports that Great Britain is secretly
developing a new generation of nuclear warheads, activists
fear that could lead to renewed nuclear testing in Nevada —
upwind from Utah.

The Times of London reported last week that Britain has
been hiring the best and brightest young physicists it can find
to develop a new warhead to replace the aging ones now
aboard its Trident submarines.

The Times said that as part of such work, the British
scientists conducted at the Nevada Test Site on Feb. 23 an
underground "subcritical test," where no critical mass was
formed and no nuclear reaction occurred.

That test examined the behavior of plutonium as it was
"strongly shocked by forces produced by chemical high
explosives," according to a Nevada Test Site press release.
When combined with analysis by supercomputers, it helps
predict how warheads will perform.

After the Times report, top British officials would neither
confirm nor deny that they have a secret program to develop
new warheads.

British
Foreign
Secretary Jack
Straw told the
BBC, "We are
giving
consideration to
the
development of
a new system."
When asked if a
program is
already under
way to develop
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a successor to
current Trident
warheads, he
said, "There is a
discussion
about whether
we do."

The British
and U.S.
governments
have not
acknowledged
that the test last
month in
Nevada was
part of a
program to
develop new nuclear arms, as reported by the Times.

A Nevada Test Site press release said merely that the test,
code-named "Krakatau," was to provide "crucial information
to maintain the safety and reliability of each nation's nuclear
weapons without having to conduct underground nuclear
tests."

Also, Kevin Rohrer, spokesman for the National Nuclear
Security Administration's Nevada Site, told the Deseret
Morning News that nothing in the test was designed "to help
develop a new weapon."

But Steve Erickson, director of the Citizens Education
Project in Utah and a longtime opponent of nuclear testing in
Nevada, believes the British press reports — and is worried by
them, and about U.K.-U.S. mutual defense agreements that
allow testing in Nevada.

"We have never fielded a brand-new design for a warhead
without nuclear testing it first," Erickson said.

"They've crossed a crucial threshold with that last test,"
Erickson added. "With it, we charge that they have moved
into weapon development as opposed to stockpile
sustainment. . . . Why are we doing this to help the British?"

Erickson worries that underground nuclear tests could
occur again, but not the open-air tests that led to cancer
downwind in Utah. Congress later apologized for those tests
and created a compensation fund for some downwind cancer
victims.

While underground tests are safer, they have been known
to vent through the surface and spread radiation downwind.

The Times of London, however, quoted unnamed British
defense officials saying they figured they would need to
develop new warheads without full nuclear testing because of
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. They said they instead
likely would have to depend on "subcritical" tests coupled
with analysis by supercomputers.

The Times quoted one official saying, "We got to build
something that we can never test and be absolutely confident
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that when we use it, it will work."

The Times also reported that some critics in Britain charge
that the program will breach the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

E-mail: leei@desnews.com

Waiting until
the last minute
to contribute to
an IRA?

It's here.
Make your

2005 contribution
by April 17th.

NEW MEDIA SHOPPING
OUTSIDE SALES MANAGER

Newspaper Agency Corp

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
West Valley Cardiology Practice

RETAIL
Colonial Flag

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
Destination Homes

MAINTENANCE TECHS
Sky Harbor Main

http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,635 193498,00.html 22/03/2006



deseretnews.com | New nuclear threat for Utah? Page 4 of 4

'

REGISTERED NURSE
Primary Children's Medical
Center

HOUSEKEEPER
Ut State Veterans Nursing

APPLICATION DEVELOPER
Sorenson Media

More Top Jobs >>

«/ADVANTAGE

(Get hotel rates,
details, info.,
and more

World & Nation + Utah + Sports + Business + Opinion + Front Page

© 2006 Deseret News Publishing Company

http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,635193498,00.html 22/03/2006



