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Evening Herald, Monday, March 7, 1994

CND
refit
fears
‘are
bunk’

by IAIN BALLANTYNE
Defence Reporter

A REPORT on the safe-
ty of Trident submarine
nuclear reactors is to be
presented to MPs on
the influential House of
Commons Defence Se-
lect Committee by Scot-

tish CND.

The 76-page report, The
Safety of Trident, claims a
serious accident could hap-
pen during refits on the
vessels at Devonport Dock-

It says a huge radioac-
tive cloud could then be
blown across Plymouth
and the South West, en-
danglenng up to 350,000
people.

But the report has pro-
voked anger at Devonport
Dockyard and Devonport
Naval Base where it has
been dismissed as rubbish.

spokes-
man said: “A ‘ghemobyl-
style accident involving a
nuclear submarine reactor

A Royal Na

simply cannot happen.”

Scenarios

And Devonport Manage-
ment Limited spokesman
Eain Williams said:
“These claims do not stand
up to scrutiny.”

But CND is standingwl:fr
its report and hopes it will
be included in the evi-
dence considered by de-
fence select committee
MPs when they discuss
the Trident programme in
a series of debates towards
the end of this month.

A Scottish CND spokes-
woman said: “We have out-
lined a ‘number of
scenarios which could re-
sult in a disaster, includ-
ing a Chernobyl-style
incident. But let’s face it,
one nuclear accident
would be one too many.”

The CND report claims:

@ “A (Trident submarine)
reactor accident could be
on a scale similar to the
Chernobyl disaster.” It
claims the de-fuelling pro-
cess, which involves a reac-
tor core being lifted out of
a submarine during refit,
poses serious risks.
@ An accident during this
delicate process could lead
to the populations of major
towns and cities through-
out the South West being
exposed to high levels of ra-
diation. Radiation from
Plymouth could spread as
far as Exeter and Taun-
ton.

Enhanced

® Nuclear reactor cores
from the Trident boats will
be transported from Ply-
mouth to Sellafield where
used fuel will be reproces-

aed. SCUbi-;h}.l CI:D \:}ﬂ-l.l-ll-ﬂ
there could be “a major ac-
cident. . . anywhere on the
rail routes from Devonport
to Sellafield.”

DML’s Eain Williams
said: “Safety, already extre-
mely high at Devonport, is
due to be enhanced for the
Trident refits. There is no
cause for concern now and
there should be no cause
for concern in the future.

“Used fuel movements
are the subject of tight con-
trol using specialised
equipment.

Plymouth anti-nuclear

oup DIG is backing the
gf:ottish CND report.

DIG Plymouth nuclear Dump Information Group : contact 71 Copse Road Plympton Plymouth PLT 30B

Chairman Kevin Owen 0752 337482 Secretary David Riggs 0752 774136




