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ALL Royal Navy nuclear-
powered submarines are to
be checked after the dis-
covery of a fault in one
vessel’s nuclear reactor, it
was revealed last night.

The Ministry of Defence
said a “technical defect” was
found during a routine refit,
which is understood to have
been carried out at Devon-
port dockyard in Plymouth.

It is believed the vessel
was one of the Valiant class
which includes HMS Con-

ueror, the vessel responsible
or sinking the Belgrano dur-
| ing the Falklands conflict.

Last night unofficial
sources revealed that the
Conqueror suffered a
“serious incident” in its
nuclear reactor on the way to
the Falklands in 1982, which
resulted in the reactor being
shut down.

However, it was not known
whether the two faults were
related.

The MoD said submarines
in  harbour were being
checked for the defect, while
those at sea would be
inspected when they returned
to port.
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A  Ministry spokesman
stressed there was no danger
to nnel working on the
refit, and added: “The sub-
marines are not unsafe,
Safety is paramount.”

Although the MoD would
not discuss the nature of the
defect, it is clear that it
occurred in the nuclear reac-
tor.

The most likely fault is
thought to be a hair-line
fracture in the primary cool-

ing system.

iasimur’s Navy spokesman,
Roland Boyes, said he would
be demanding a statement
from the Defence Secretary,
Tom King, in the Commons
today. “I am greatly con-
cerned about the effect this
defect might have had on the
men,” he said.

“I will be calling on Mr
King to carry out immediate
checks to ensure that the
defects give rise to no con-
tamination.”

The five-vessel Valiant
class is the oldest in service,
built between 1962 and 1968.
The nuclear reactor cores

machinery of British design.
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