- Questions for MoD
on sub’s lost sonar
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By David Fairhall, ﬁ\}\ Polaris boats—and  destroy
Defence Correspondent ‘. them before they launched their
Defence ministers will be Ducleartipped missiles.
closely questioned during to- In peace time, therefore,
day’s Navy debate in the Com- British and Soviet submarines
mons about how the nuclear- have to practise lying in wait

powered  hunter-killer  sub- for one another listening, shad-
marine, HMS Splendid, lost its owing and closing in sufficiently
to launch their homing tor-

trailing sonar array. S heir_ Do
If reports that it was torn pedoes or missiles. Sooner or
off while playing cat and mouse later this is an::n%o._wnn to .ﬂ
with a_Soviet bailistic missile Pear T S or a collision—as 1

submarine in the Barents Sea naS DEIOTE.
prove correct, opposition MPs- The question for the Navy
will demand to know how such and the House of Commons is
potentially dangerous and pos- whether an :snmnmmmm_d or
risks were

sibly provocative activity can be disproportionate E
justified. taken this time. A suggestion

id i in yesterday’s Mail on Sunday
_ HMS Splendid is safely E.am that a Soviet submarine may
{in the Devonport naval dock: deliberately h rad T
yard at Plymouth, undergoing Jeiiberately nave seve : e
what the Defence Ministry des- mumgnam towed array of sonar
cribed yesterday as “routine hydrophonmes in E.%_.ﬁ to _.w.
maintenance.” A spokesman S.m..a.m it ummaam e om_umamsq
said that it was not undergoing unlikely, nnw.:mo o e
damage repairs, but he im.ﬂ_n w”w%b _H._Mnﬂmw _ﬂwwﬂmﬁam Szm
not comment on any OHer .7 .arned about Nato's anti-

aspect of its recent uwﬁo_. . submarine technology id
The reason submarines like not justify the risks involved. '
HMS Splendid are known as .
hunter-killers is that they are The Alliance defence spokes-
|designed and equipped with man, Mr John Cartwright, said
sonar listening devices, tor- last night he would seek a
pedoes and missiles, for track- factual explanation from the
ing enemy submarines as well Ministry of Defence. If this
as surface ships. ﬂn_m.: Mowm simply an mmn_no-wu— it
In a general war between m...m %ﬂnm:_w.wmmmmmﬂﬂﬂgw:m» ﬁmﬂ.
Nato and the Warsaw Pact, one marine operations of this kind.

of their jobs would be to pre-
; vmnw Mr Tam Dalyell, Labour MP

vent  Soviet  hunter-kill lar .
rom the shallow for Linlithgow, said that he

breaking out f 3
confines of the Barents Sea into would aiso be raising the
Ancther matter during today’'s debate

Emenmsk_unnn. . .
would be to. locate Soviet ballis- and seeking to discover how
tic missile submarines—the valuable the lost equipment
equivalent of the Royal Navy's was.
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