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John,[JWanted to let you know that the letter to Southampton City Council from
Naval Commander in Portsmouth has been extremely effective. The MoD, through
Captain Hurford, responded the same day it was published in the local press, on
the evening TV news. He naturally said that Tireless was different to the
submarines mentioned in that letter which stated that a damaged or leaking
reactor would on no account be allowed into a Z berth. He stated that in the
case of Tireless the reactor was not damaged and therefore did not fall into
that category. We were, however, impressed by the fact that the MoD while
ignoring many statements and claims made through different groups and
individuals to date, responded so quickly to try and neutralise the effect of
this letter. It would be very helpful indeed if you had any other such
documents, which we could use to strengthen the case, this end.0JI have gone to
the library and photocopied the GibPubSafe. It is a seventy page document. There
is a section on berthing policy and I quote:00JUnder Gibraltar Public Safety
Scheme dated 20th February 19980under section on Naval Reactor Accident
Contingency Planning there is a heading on berthing policy on paragraph 39 as
follows: [Berthing PolicyJ39. The requirements to maintain nuclear safety and
to have a site-specific local accident plan determine that all berths used by
nuclear powered warships require to be assessed and their use endorsed by the
NPWSC. The berth assessment process examines the safety aspects of navigational
hazards, the provisions of tugs and other facilities and the existence of any
other hazards in the local area. Because there must be effective evacuation of
persons from the Automatic Countermeasures Zone, berths are chosen so that few
members of the general public live within that area. Special consideration is
given to the proximity of public utilities such as schools and hospitals.[]40.
Berths cleared for use by nuclear powered warships are categorised in terms of
their use.[X Berths X berths are cleared for the building, commissioning,
refitting, refuelling or defuelling of nuclear powered submarines or for the
repair and maintenance of the nuclear plant together with tests and trials.0Z
Berths Z berths are cleared for operational or recreational visits by nuclear
powered warships. These berths are not cleared for the maintenance or repair of
the nuclear plant.0JFurther to this, there is a section as follows:OChapter 2
ORGANISATION Contents include a heading for:[OCategorisation of Berths on para
SU0S5. Berths are categorised according to type of operation which is to take
place at the berth, the frequency of occupation and the local population density
and characteristics of the environment. Berths will fall into one of the
following categories:(a. Z BERTH A % BERTH is a berth required for operational
or recreational visits by nuclear powered warships. Whether or not a Z Berth is
provided with facilities for repair and maintenance of other vessels or of non-
nuclear parts of a nuclear powered warship, no maintenance or repair of the
nuclear plant or machinery that will put the Reactor Plant at risk will take
place at the Z Berth.OJJI am trying to pick out anything which may be of use to
you. I think there is a lot. I will be studying more carefully over the weekend
and will report on it in a few days time.OTt is worrying the way in which the
emphasis is placed in the GibPubSafe document as against, say, the Tuckers
report. I am finally getting around to reading the latter in more detail and it
is seriously worrying to see the obvious bias the MoD use in relaying the
information they are obligated to provide. The DevPubSafe document should be
publicised in extract form, if only to usefully show up these discrepancies.[ I
think the Gibraltarians would be impressed to be aware of the financial
obligations the MoD would have to meet if their nuclear submarines caused anyone
any damage to health. The report states that as evidence of radioactive
contamination could take up to 30 years to manifest itself, careful records must
be kept of the incident to put forward as a claim for consideration of
compensation. The thirty year period of grace sounds amazing.[JIt would appear
impossible to effect the countermeasures effectively in response to a category 2
or 3 nuclear accident. The processes which the document states must be followed
would take some time and as we understand it, in cases of 2 and 3 category
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accident we wouldnt have that kind of time. This will be the basis of our
campaigning over the next couple of weeks.JOur Government announced this
evening that the independent panel of nuclear experts has tonight confirmed they
have received the information needed to make their case of recommendation for or
against the repairs. We hope they will vote against.JPlease come back with any
other ideas or information, all gladly received and I will make sure it is used.
Thanks again for all your help. I am going to contact- from Nuclear
information programme. Do you know her? I h:s put her in touch with me. [ <]
informs us that they have a judicial review over justification of discharges. I
will be updating her over the situation here and see what info she can give us
too.lDr. Barnaby has made two statements so far. He is being seen in a
threatening light by the authorities. We welcome his input and hope he will be
able to help if a counter assessment is required.00JAll for now, will be in
touchllbest wishes,
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