' {mon perception among military ana-

| |assigned to the Navy are handled only
' |by active-duty personnel.
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Navy Employs Civilians
To Ferry Nuclear Arms

| {least two cargo ships sailed by civilian
crews are used by the Navy to trans-
port nuclear missiles across the Atlan-
tic, according to public documents and
Title e i o s Miitard

. to Military'
mmw:ﬁomﬂaw:n.n__us ouaa:nwaa..
siles type deployed on subma-
rines to and from various bases — pri-
marily Charleston, S.C., King’s Bay,
Ga., and Holy Loch, Scotland. |
“Most people don’t realize how often’
We move nuclear weapons,” says Wil-
liam Arkin, an analyst with the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, a liberal Wash-/
ington research organization. “It’s a
daily event because of maintenance re-
quirements, safety checks, upgrades
and replacements.’”. i, |
The role of the Military Sealift Com-
mand in such transport work, however,
is largely unknown and belies a com-

lysts and others that nuclear weapons

Unlike cargo or ammunition ships
accompanied by Navy battle groups,
ships under the Sealift Command fre.
quently ply the oceans without warship
escort. !

Navy literature says the ships al-
ways carry a small detail of 7 to 10 ac-
tive-duty sailors responsible for com-
munications and security, Navy
sources say the vessels also rely on the
ua.._..-mw.uww that accompanies their out-
ward appearance as standard cargo

tracked during their voyages and arw
in constant communication with Navy

WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (AP) — At

| g

trols a fleet of about 120 transport ships
| operated by civilians, delivering cargo
and oil to military installations around
the world. Navy officials, following
standard policy, refuse to either con-
firm or deny that Sealift Command
ships carry nuclear weapons. i

Drug and Security Checks

But the service, in a variety of public
documents, has spelled out many de-
tails. For exampl-, in describing recent
plans for testing civilian employees for
signs of drug use, the Navy included
the following note: “This does not in-
clude the crews of three , all of
whom are already designated for test-
ing under the Nuclear Weapons Per-

_According to other documents and
sources, these ships are the Marsh-
field, the Vega and the Kilauea, all of
which belong to the Sealift Command,

A 1984 Navy reference booklet de-
scribes the first two vessels as ““Fleet
Ballistic Missile Resupply Ships” and

'| says they have “‘environmentally con-

trolled stowage for fleet ballistic mis-

|siles” and Navy personnel “to provide

safety and security for the missiles.”

The Kilauea differs from the Marsh-
field and Vega in that she is an ammu-
nition ship of the type that sails with
surface warships. The inclusion of the
Kilavea's civilian crew in the Person-
nel Reliability Program, however, indi-
cates that she carries nuclear weapons
of some sort. ;

A 1980 directive states that civilian
Sealift Command personnel whose
duties are associated with nuclear
weapons must have security back-
*‘good social adjustment and emotional

The Military Sealift Command con-
i . %

ility” and “a positive attitude
ward .W.ﬁg..twwua.u&s% % 8.

sonnel Reliability Program.” Al
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From PAGE ONE .
operational deterrent. -
" The Polaris reactor
design fault is under-
stood to be the same
as the one which has
led to three hunter-killer
bs being scr

%ﬂmm%ﬁ%_ rs and’
Polaris subs are both
nuclear-powered. But
only the four Polaris
subs, based at M.%.m_uum.
are nuclear-arm

John McFall, Labour
MP for U:Bwnnwm and a
member of the all-party
Commons defence select
committee, said:

“The Government 7
claim that all four boats |
are required to ensure
an-effective defence:

Refused

- “It would appear they

orate ! .

neer, added: “You can’t
see Polaris m:.@”nr._.:w
until Trident arrives.
But Captain Peter
Voute, Navy public
relations director, said:

3 &gsigﬂm

mischief. Polaris is being
maintained at sea and

not with only one sub.” -

_ But he refused to say
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US sub damaged
in Atlantic

From our Correspondent

in Washington il
THE US nuclear- powe
attack submarine, Augusta,
was damaged in the Atlantic
two weeks _unu. it iuus_.o.ﬁ%.
ted in Washington yesterday.
.E-a_.u were no injuries or

- damage serious emough to pre-

the .$700 million boat
MM“”EHM uER_S. its own
power to its home port, New
London, Connecticut, source
id.
u-.n._-n navy declined official

comment, Q\C @ _ . ﬂc



