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Chief Investigative Reporter
SECRET letters show how the

former prime minister Harold

l Wilson and his defonca seerp.

OUur | tary Denis ‘Healey managed to

lock an inquiry into serious

BERR' defects with Britain's early Pol-

AN BERR’ aris submarines and hide the
€osts of repairs.

O] Secret Cabinet papers from the 1960s show serious defy

ny: ?:E:g Last night the Ministry of De-
S Eafimis fence said the two vessels were
Z . :’I; + ni"u ( later refabricated and therg was

i no danger to the crews of the
!:Kl‘r gover vessels or of a nuclear actl-  Harold Wilson: Worried

TIEE dent, about press interest
y beat thre Secret cabinet memos, ge. B

0 secure e :
: classified ten weeks 4 0 but hid-
on for New den among other dgncumean
l'“'.d Ton until discovered by The Seots.
{hted Sk man, reveal that in 1966 Mr
S okl & Wilson and Mr Healey managed
o defer inquiry |
1l our par a‘l”z(:uhLe an inquiry into the

The two men blamed the pre-
vious Conservative government
for ordering substandard stee],
and the Americans for failing to
alert them to similap failures in
US nuclear submarines,

The newly declassified doc-
uments reveal that the stryc-

m tural problems in the hulls of; the Denis Healey: Difficult to

Polaris HMS Resolution and the avoid independent j i
nuclear-powered hunter-killer Kepsadent -y
submarine HMS Dreadnought,  the hylls had been instrument-

seriously worried the Labour tested,

administration, which  six Mr Healey blamed a “highly
. mumhsearﬁurhndcancauadan sensitive” US defence depart-
c order for a fifth Polaris sub-  ment which failed to warn the
marine, British Government of similar
In a “Secret” memorandum  structural problems in their ny-

dated 17 October, 1966, to Mr  clear Mike-class submarines,
,a Healey, and copied to the power He said arrangements had

minister, Roy Mason, MrWilson  been made to buy new stoe]
said: “The Sunday press are from the US 1o “solve ‘the
chasing the story of cracks in present problem”®, He per-
the steel plates in the Polaris  suaded the prime minister to
and other submarines, Presum-  defer any inquiry, \
\ ably the responsibility here lies Mr Healey's ‘stance is fort
in the hands of the previous  malised in a “secret” letter to'

lConsarvnn‘ve_] government, but  the prime minister dated 25

ENI HCW We are in our third year October, 1966, in which he said: i iz
sl this will be hard to sustain,” “I think it would be inadvisable Toq big to hide: HMs Resolution, above, on Loch Fyne,
dito ' Mr;i Wilso; B06S 0n to suggest to commiy ourselves to an ip-
an independent inquiry into the dependeminquiry...the Amer- carg worded parliamen brought forward. HMS Dread-
“Ll" fault adding: “We shall pog ican interest could raisa very nnswﬁg-bi: MrHeajayi.uwhjmg nuuzﬁt. launched in 1960, was °
e ‘; avoid one ... because the COSIS  serious problems,” he 'mm{a clear” “that the decommissioned in 1982, OO an
b involved are bound to lead to Mr Healey suggested that the  “source of the trouble lay in Last night, Lord Heal tald -
A acid comment by the Comp- cost of the replacement steg] events which occurred before The Scotsman that he co d not
503 troller and Auditor General ang would be hidden within the October 1964", remember details of the cabinet
159 the Public Accounts Commit-  £1.7 billion nuclear submaring The public in, Was  exchange about the cracked
iy, tee,” programme. He said: * am ad-  avoideg and the eventual cost of submarine hulls, e S 0 r
nis In another socret memg Mr  vised that the technical nature the replacement stee has never Lord Healey added: *[ do re- %
iny Mason admitted tha the speci-  of the problem, and the cost been revealed. But it is clear member the cracks — but the
the fication for the steel had Eeen involved in relation to the ex-  that HMS Resolution and HMS real problem with these thin
Pt “inadequate®. He added: “In pense of the whole nuclear sub- Dreadnought were at sea when s they were built by a private KAREN McVEIGH
wl light 3?":1;15 we should tread marine programme, make it the fault was identified and the company .., | was a bit con-
v warily.* improbable that the and AG cracking affected HMS Re-  cerned about an Inquiry being THE police vans sitting on the
3. Confidential minutes of a  [Comptroller and Auditor Gen- nown’s construction and the  held in-house.” banks of Loch Long were a sure
af mesting between Mr Wilson erall and the Public Accounts steel used for the other Polarig An MoD spokesman insisted .Sign that something was hap-
a and Mr Healey reveal that the Committee’s interest will be submarines, Revenge and Re- that safety was never compro- A i
1€ specification for the steg] for the aroused.” pulse, mised and all nuelear sub- “We've had no trouble, we're
3. £162 million construction of the Following an exchange of se- The ageing nuclear sub-  marines went to seg in accor-  just monitaring the situation,*
8 Polaris submarines had been crel memo's between senior ‘marines were retired between dance with standards lajd down  said one of the several police
¢ sel hytheAdmimIty. The cracks civil servants in the MoD, press 1992 and 1996 and the replace- by the independent nuclear officers, parked along the road
T in the steel were revealed when  inquiries were allayed by a ment Trident Programme  safety committee, ﬁ;ﬂg‘l ut?e Clyde Submarine Bage
at Coulport.

Following the trail from g
painted Women's Peace Cam‘E
ign along a path, marked wil

ow ribbons, through the
woods to the huddle tents,
tarpaulins and 20 or so bedrag-

ed-looking women i

tea, you could be for-
gvan for wondering what all

e fuss was about,

The problem, for local res-
Idents, is 67-year-old Gar;mm
Smith, Thevnle;anmﬂ-n ﬂv”
campaigner, who won a five-
year court battle to allow
women into Ewen]m.u:l Com- Peace i
mon in 1990, has recen ly pur-
chased 35 acres of Ministry of “She +
Defence land on a hill over- manent
looking the Coulport hase. thousand;

Mrs Smith says she simply  all over .
invited & fow people for the vemshvai_)
weekend to celebrate Interna- wif
tional Woman's Week bysetting  pressed fu;
up a peace camp on her land i i
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