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Allies
upset
by US

‘hell on
wheels’

from IAN MATHER
in Hildesheim

AMERICAN troops taking
part in the large-scale
NATO exercises which
ended last week demon-
strated a new swash-
buckling attitude.

Their combative behaviour,
unusual for make-believe war-
fare,wascleaﬂylinkedtotheUS
Army’s new fighting doctrine
called ¢ Air Land Battle.’
 This new official doctrine,
adopted in 1982, embodies a
number of highly controversial
features, one of which is that
commanders are expected to
make earlier contingency plans
to use nuclear weapons.

Unlike the previous doctrine,
which implied that the Ameri-
can army would fight in a
relatively static manner,
new t emphasises what
the manual explaining it des-
cribes as ‘the spirit of the
offense.’

It has two controversial asp-
ects. First, an emphasis on
“deep strikes’ by aircraft and
so-called ‘emerging technol-
ogy’ weapons against enemy
troop concentrations and air-
fields up to 100 miles behind the
front line to prevent following
forces from reaching the battle
area. Second, °‘integrating’
nuclear weapons with conven-
tional ones in such a way as to
require earlier contingency
plans for their use.

These ideas, particularly
when accompanied by Air Land
Battle’s emphasis on speed,
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Urban warfare : An American infantryman take

One American division laun-
ched 22 attacks of battalion size
(800 troops) or bigger in eight
days, four times as many as in
the previous year.

¢With Air Land Battle the
United States has deviated from
most military thinking in
NATO,’ a Pentagon source told
The Observer. ‘The alliance
doctrine is that you identify
enemy strength and counter it.
But because the Warsaw Pact
has more on its side it always
wins, and we have to go nuclear.

*But in the 1982 exercise we
attacked the enemy’s flanks
using anti-tank helicopters. We
didn’t trade our expensive new
tanks one for one with theirs. It
was Patton compared with the
Maginot Line.’
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were excluded from the war
games.

The Americans were using
their latest tank, the Abrams, of
which more than 7,000 are on
order, and a new fast armoured

rsonnel carrier, the Bradley,
together for the first time in a
NATO exercise.

Fire at speed

The Abrams has a top speed of
70 mph according to Colone!
Ben Covington, commander of
the so-called ¢ Hell on Wheels
brigade which had flown to the
defence of Europe from Texa
__ <although at that speed i
wouldn’t stay on the road,” h
said., < It is still so fast that it ca
throw everybody’s timing of
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