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by David Brown
Agriculture Correspondent

A noz.ﬂmo.ﬁmmm:ﬁ. “germ
warfare” research programme
paid for by the Ministry of
Defence is to go ahead at Bristo|
University, despite protests
from researchers that it is

immoral and “breaches the

Spirit”  of the Geneva
Convention.
One lecturer has resigned

over the £175,000 project which
will try to perfect an “artificial
lung" to detect and assess
deadly organisms in the air.,

A wide market g seen for
such a machine, which would be
about the size of 2 suitcase and
could be used by agencies such
as the United Nations fo check
suspicious chemical factories
like Colonel Gaddafi's plant at
Rabta, Libya,

The work will be done at the
university's School of Veteri-
nary Science at l.angford, near
Bristol, home of Britain's big-
gestaerobiology team.

Since it was established 10
Years ago, the team has helped
to reduce airborne illnesses in

animals by :._.._:.oiun the

design of cowsheds, stables and
horse-boxes.
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Dons’ fury over

germ war
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But it was forced to seek alter-
native sources of funding for its
“germ detector” programme
after it failed to win a grant
from the Agricultural and Food
Research Council,

Despite claims from both the
MoD and the university that
this is purely defensive
research, aimed at providing
protection for troops against
chemical and biological agents,
and that the work will benefit
people and animals, 59 lecturers
and researchers have signed a
petition expressing concern,

Ten signed a letter to the Vet-
erinary Record, official journal
of the British veterinary Associ-
ation, saying: “There are people
working at this veterinary
school who are now faced with
the prospect of thejr colleagues
supporting work directed
towards what they consider ar
immoral end, :

“There is no clear dividing
line between defensive anc
offensive measures in the are:
of biological warfare,”

One lecturer, Dr Susan Mayer
4n expert on treating mastitis j;
cattle, has resigned and wil
leave in March. ? :

She said yesterday: “I find th,
MoD’s interest in this area o
researchimmoral, It offends the

spirit of the 1972 Geneva Con
vention, of which Britainis a co
signatory."”

The convention prohibits the
amE..ri_:m:? production anc
stockpiling of chemical and bio
logical Wedpons and.urges al
signatories to make it imposs
ible for biological agents anc
toxins to be used as weaporls.

Dr Mayer added: “We have¢
tried and failed to persuade the
university not to accept this
MoD grant.”

The development of the artifi.

cial lung is regarded as one of
the most exciting projects at
Bristol.

Apart from helping to

improve tHe design of protec-
tive uniforms for troops, it will
tell soldiers how long to wear
them,

Although current protective
clothing is very efficient, it is
heavy and uncomfortable to
wear for long periods. But until
it is known how long germ war-
fare organisms remain deadly,
troops must err on the side of
caution,

The device will also prove
invaluable for companies who
want to test their air condition-
ing systems for traces of organ-
isms such as those which cause
legionnaire's disease,

The grim face of germ
and chemical warfare

Mr Don Carleton, spokesman
for the University of Bristol,
said: “We are very happy about
accepting the MoD grant, The
main use for the artificial lung
will be entirely peaceful, and
the Ministry has agreed that the
results of all the work will be
published.”




