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The United States and Brit-
ain have been conducting
secret exercises in both coun-
tries to reduce the risk of an
accidental or deliberate nuclear
weapons explosion, a newly de-
classified Pentagon document
reveals.

In an effort to improve mili-
tary nuclear safety, the Reagan
administration has introduced
new procedures and devices.
The issue was made a priority
pro e within Nato at
ministerial nuclear planning
group level, which the adminis-
tration believes is an improve-
ment.

“Qur allies in Europe are
more involved in nuciear issues,
are more sensitive to nuclear-
related problems, and are work-
ing more actively to provide the
most safe and secure environ-
ment possible,” says the report.

“There have been US obser-
vers at most United Kingdom
nuclear weapon accident exer-
cises in the Sharp Foil, Senator
and Franchise Series.”

Details of the exercises are
revealed in a secret report to
President Reagan from the
Pentagon and the Department .
of Energy.

Entitled Nuclear Weapon
Surety, it primarily concerns
the year 1984, though official US
assessments are said to have
remained largely unchanged
since thenr and other exercises
have taken place.

Among the exercises listed
are “a field test of the United
Kingdom diagnostic capabilities
against an improvised nuclear
device.

The four-day exercise in-
volved simulating a nueclear
weapons accident at_ an un-
specified location in England.

The report implies that Nato
allies which house nuclear wea-
pons are at greater nisk of acci-
dent or other disaster.

“Through the year 1890 exer-
cise programmes and other ini-
tiatives undenway are designed
to achieve a uniformily capable
and efficient response posture
worldwide.”

\ There ‘have been no known
. nuclear weapons accidents in
| the US since September 1980
| when a Titan II missile ex-
| ploded in its silo in Damascus.

Arkansas. But civil programmes

have been under immense criti-

cism and there is constant pres-
sure for greater reassurance
about the huge US stockpile—
around 25,000 warheads—both.

at home and abroad. v

During 1984 there were six
ghreats involving dmprovised
Buclear devices, but none was
“deemed credible enough” to
warrant deployment of the US
muclear emergency search team

,a8s Yyesterday g,
gitos Autumn Forge_ggqynqegi
EuiYo manoeuvres jp es?m.

DPe as Provocative au'u:le”a1

factor complieatin

dialogue op anms contro],

T——

8 EastWest| (-

E xercises

".:rng_,-:‘mm v "
I : _ SdES B SPZRIoHET emmuny
Vato exercise ., | PFESRagzEZqEEREiE RERERE By
three-week 1. S8 < <HEERY . T.5F AYE883. «28F
lon Yo, ] g E8
exercis € milit, BEoC © m S E B g S¥geg8
e, cod ; ary e = [ N 5 a2 E
: enameq | g8 gz S52 B & ~a3Eed
Weddi " North o JdeBe @ Dgg 5 ] a
ng 86", start; e £ .3 Es<<El Be9gd<gRpt
o 10 test the alliance’s abijy § ETEf-g89 EEBSEnES.S,. 5 283
| to respond tp So"etablhty‘ - °ngi.2&§3§: gog ﬁag%znmﬁ,ngg_ 3
in Be T ital sea routes g | 5 m3°°;3.§';'5'§”83~ 5'2535 £a88. 28
-We i n = @ @ ¥ 3 a&e's
ammounced by Naty sasiernta | g %E. gefielf. B SpiEl3%
“Reuter 7 Eo ey § gage § EEBCELasETEeBERRL
et w oy - =3 :
- R 25958 353_%38 58 Jfec™z ¥
. §STCEE BUs. iR’ glE R
e Sy5o -3 Sen o = T
F 3.528% seeeified pifely-
0 ADL ZF Fopopmar wos p
DALY TELECRAPH- ¢ ggg“z,:gggogggggg,g,_é%‘ggggggg:gg
i -8 o S ~825§, "8l 38y g_.gag‘oa ép-g_ﬂ-asng_
I -l QD‘N g-w 5 o =1 mcm ?'Um‘ »ga
L5%erE~2328g28 Sg.<IExgd
. EXERCISE TO 3o IR e R8 Dop fa IR NGRS
' Sg52°_ 3853gh, B35S ESg @830
FESEMmOZn 00 ng‘amh"' Boo 308
EST AIR B ap sgsg yd 3T AR EeRHEE
o §|  ESEgRERi PyE f.oBetAERCRAzE
N &8 .. __:r [ =n = T umER =3
u'-”rg_ma?;smggmm%.gagnm Sq ’;_‘au
By Our Air Correspondent o EgBS XPdo%s 28 _mw  S85§6g B
Britain’s air defences will be gg Egsag "'-:g 3,588 magggog
tested by the air forces of gggggoaﬁ 288 sgé g 1,78 ]
eight nations next week in an "PRABPTETS RE8FSE 3§esge
intensive three-day exercise, ‘a.fg :.'tﬂ'o"!s-agg:g 102 1 * ®h
starting on Monday. a §§_§"$3 ar"'r-ig'ﬂ' ﬁ.ﬁg.giggg §§§§
The RAF’s latest fighter, the oBoEE e S.g:.-g?,? gEERSSeEaRERE
Tomado F2, will try out its R Sl es%d e REERELERp SRR
Foxhunter  intercept  radar g gg-%gn 'g’g'g._ pOFT 28 EH_.H :
operationally for the first time. 28 i’%""‘.a né“ _Eggg 52 5"'55’-23_‘:'5.;‘1
F2s from the Operational Con- 28G5 g%ﬁm-gﬁs-ﬁ-.s;gﬂ“'gﬁ ® B oS
| version Unit at RAF Coningsby BEA BZRER daR ms'c'a:&Sg 5Ze I
. will join Phantom, Lightning :_.gg&' g“&na‘g?’§ﬁ.m?¢ Fg E!m.,,gaé’q,
and  United _megdom-based oo mmgwa umo'agmag n O E'E'?' 32K (
United States Air Force fighters e PoRE SaPERaES S,;,-g e85
‘in long range interceptions of - -ggs‘»wggggg SRR 5% ’
“anemy” aircraft. g%: a o gga el g&h_ %gaia__gmsh q
| Aircraft operating from bases ‘,‘_."_‘..,,,E o ggm*ggggﬁg a g-g‘?-g b
throughout morthern Europe SEE »?,gsg-gggﬁmgg E‘gg"';»”&f&m:r ]
_will mount more than 1000 SV« nlP0<anat FBER %"E?rsﬂ 235 c
attacks on RAF airfields, mis- x ‘ Tu G4
sile sites, radar stations and
naval  vessels. Most over .

activity will be over east and|
north-east England.

‘==gs happened in Keno, Nevada, a muclear w

5 eapons specialist at
in 1981 over what turned out to the Radical Institute for Pou:y
be non-nuclear explosives. A Studies in Washington

similar team was established in
West Germany in 1982 to cover
Europe and one in Guam in
1984 to cover the Pacific.

The refimement of warhead
safety has been advanced by the
admipistration as a reason for
refusing to -join the Soviet
nuclear test moratorium, now
fon holds ite Aret 1057 o
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_Though the report makes no
direct criticism of British pro-
il B B B
obsessed- Whitehall, it is aceep:
ted in Washington that cash
gelfsgam!s alone will make Bri-

s arran
advanced. S -
The US report was obtained

under the Freedom of Informs- |
tion Act by Mr William Arkin,

Commenting yeaterdiy on the
Pentagon report, the Ministry

of Defence emphasised its
ability to cope with a nuclear
accident.



