Big military exercise to test

George Foulkes:
"It is provocative.”
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AN EXERCISE to prac-
tise the United Kingdom’s
capability for rapid rein-
forcement of the Falkland
Islands in case of emer-
gency is to be held from
March 7 to March 31,
Armed Forces Minister
Mr Ian Stewart an-
nounced last night.

The Ministry of Defence
emphasised that the exer-
cise had been planned for
some time and did not re-
flect any increase in
tension in the area.

Mr Stewart also con-
firmed during 2 Commons
debate on the Royal Air
Force that the Govemn-

ment has decided not to
put out to civilian contraet
the air-sea rescue serviges’
currently operated by the
RAF and the Royal Na
The Falklands exerc
codenamed Fire Focis,
will involve the deplay-
ment of RAF Phantom
aircraft and several hum-
dred troops, who will be
airlifted to the area to join
soldiers currently serving
in the islands’ garrison
‘Following the reinforge
ment phase, a series o
exercises will take placelfo
take advantage of fhe
training facilities available
in the Falklands.
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_ The Fire Focus opera-
tion is the first exercise
involving the movement of
significant numbers of
troops and quantities of
eq nt to the Falk-
lan 8§, and the MoD
emphasised yesterday that
the Government always
had made clear its inten-
tion to mount exercises
from time to time to prac-
tise the reinforcement
capability.

Ministry said that
the ability to mount a

Falkland Islands in case of

need since the opening the
airport at Mount Pleasant.

It was pointed out that
the existence of the rein-
forcement capability had
allowed some reductions
to be made in the strength
of the normal peacetime
garrison.

A spokesman said: “The
British Government’s
commitment to maintain-
ing the security of the

commitment should the
need ever arise.”

Labour Foreign Affairs
spokesman, Mr George
Foulkes, last night criti-
cised the exercise, saying
that from a diplomatic
point of view he thought it
unwise and unnecessarily
provocative.

“I would have thought
that this kind of exercise
could well be done else-
where without the political
implications,” he said,

proposal put forward last
, year by Bristow Helicop-
ters which already
operates such services in

the Shetland and the Heb-
' rides.

Mr Stewart told the
House: * We are satisfied
that there is a military re-

| quirement for the RAF
‘and the RN search-and-
Tescue service to continue
‘and we believe this deci-
ision will be welcomed by
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Police secretly

STUDENT activists at -Edin-
burgh University, who resisted
the installation of a rocket
range at South Uist in the late
1950s, had their meetings sec-
retly monitored _uw %e:nm. it has
just been revealed. They in-
cluded Sir Russell Johnston,
then chairman of the University
Liberal Club, who yesterday ex-
pressed shock and dismay

The undercover surveillance
operation is revealed in the

|| latest batch of secret Scottish

Office papers made available to
the Press under the 30-year-
rule. The hitherto confidential
documents contain a letter sent
by Chief Constable John Inch,
of the City of Edinburgh Police,
to Sir Charles Cunningham, then
Secretary of the Scottish Home
: providing a
verbatim account of the protest

monitor
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student mm.ownmmm meetin

Chief Constable Inch, who
later received a knighthood,
wrote to Sir Charles on 8 March
1957: “Since the agitation com-
menced at the end of last week
regarding the proposed rocket
range at South Uist, I have _ﬁ.a
special atention given to it in
respect of the effects in Edin-
burgh.

“On Saturday, 2nd instant, at
the University, delegates from
the  University’s  Highlands
Society, Liberal Club, National-
ist Club and Scottish Renaiss-
ance Scoiety, decided to form
an  ‘Edinburgh  University
Friends of Uist Association’.
They chose as their chairman,
Douglas Henderson, who you
will remember from my pre-
vious reports is the Secretary of
the Nationalist party of Scot-
land.”

The correspondence reveals
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particularly §
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