Secret Whitehall plans for emergency

‘involve extensive use of US troops’

By Richard Norton-Taylor
Whitehall officials have se-
cretly drawn up bills which
would give the Government,
police and military authorities
sweeping new - powers
hand over parts of the country
to control by US forces in the
event of an international crisis,
Some of the proposed emer-
gency powers, including cre-
ation of extensive ground de-
fence areas where the military
would be able to' move resi-

dents and. commandeer their
homes,. are now being tested in
the army exercise; Brave De-
fender,

Three separate bills were ap-
proved in 1983: by the  Cabi-

net’s home defence committee,
chaired by the Home Secretary
and- including junior ministers
from most: Whitehall depart-
ments. Details of the proposed
legislation——whereby MPs
would be asked to: give up all

and-

their powers in the event of
an emergency—appear for the
first time in the latest issue of
the New Statesman. ‘
Under the Emergency Pow-
ers (No 1) Bill, the Govern-
ment would have the power to
designate -any suitable part of
the country as a ground de-
fence area (GDA). People. in
these areas: could be detained
without trial or charge on an
order from the Home
Secretary. .
Under the Emergency Pow-
ers (No 2) Bill, these powers
would. be extended to cover
the whole country. Stocks.. of
food, petrol and “other goods
wauld be requisitioned, British
Rail' would be taken. over,
strikes in  major industries
would be outlawed, and there
would be strict censorship.
These powers would -be - ex-
tended in turn by the Emer-
gency Powers (No. 3) Bill,
which would probably be made

In tnis seconu phase or vome—

- fields,
and

law through an Order in Coun.
cil. Central government would
have complete power, with 11
junior ministers appointed by

royal warrant as regional com. “granted, but were successfully

missioners. They could' make
permanent internment orders
against critics or subversives,

The draft . legislation would
give American forces and milij.
tary planners new facilities in
Britain, part of a secret agree-
ment called the Joint Logistic
fégg, signed with the US in

In. the second phase of
Brave Defender next week
some 5,000 hostile” forces,
.including SAS and Royal Ma-
rine troops, will attempt to in-
filtrate “key points,” including
Sea ports, airports, RAF air.
army bases and radio -
TV. _transmitters. These
points will be defended by
65,000 troops.

The New Statesman reports.

that some Government emer-
gency. planners wanted to hold
the exercise as though fuli
emergency powers had been

opposed..

The Home

Office last night
did not denf'
a

the existence of
‘the new planned- emergency

legislation, It said in a state-
ment: “ As part of their over-
all emergency planning,
Successive governments have |
worked on possible necessary |
legislation for wartime emer-
gencies. But what is actually’
introduced would depend on:
the: circumstances and
wishes' of Parliament and of
the government of the time.”

.Mr Denzil Davies, Labour.
ront bench spokesman on de-
fence, attacked the Govern.
ment for not allowing the
emergency bills or Brave De-
fender to be debated in the
Commons. ,
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While the army is out thig
veekend  practising- the de-
‘ence of Britain’s key mili-
installations-

ary’
Soviet
will be

Nato's . exercise = Ocean borrowed: from soldiers -im.
afari, - which, like the Germany—of : the.. Norwegian
xontroversial- hog:ef' %elencie Sea. D A
2xercise, Brave Defender, is . | Once the  convoy that:
:he biggest of its kind ever | : P outmfrom: B{ston, .
nounted, has moved intp_ the-: Massachusetts;  -lagt: monti,

Zastern Atlantic area com-:
manded . by Admiral
Nicholas Hunt of the Royalx
Navy from an underground’

sunker

fiddlesex. e
There is a sort-of link be-

‘ween

‘n that one obvious way of
nfiltrating saboteurs

- tackling -the menace
- ag Mato military-planners:
e it '— ‘of the Soviet nu-
:lear powered.submarine.

exercise,
tered freighters will be con-
verging on’the south-west ap-
proaches from Iceland, Scapa
Flow amd Lisbon, under at.
tack from “Orange” sub-
marines, aircraft and surface
warships. The  comvoys. will
be derended by a US carrier
striking: - force; which - itself
will. be protected by an-anti-
submarine group led by the

ous, and  a surface battle
group assembled round. the
refurbished American second
world war battleship, Jowa. .

exercises reflect: changes: in
naval thinking .. and . ulti-
mately in- Nato's politico-mili-
tary strategy,. the :important
emphasis - here:: is . on . the
“ forward - defence:”—a ' term
the .. sailors ' have- shrewdly-

against

gaboteurs the navy

Sir’ has safely been detivered to
this side of’ the Atlantic, the

escorts - will . ‘'move: through:

at Northwood,

their wartime:. job: would:: be
to prevent:Soviet- submarines -
reaching -the: deep.-ocean sea
lanes from their
Murmansk. .

these two war games-

in a

premeditated war would be-

]

land .

them . from.. the-

lozens - of - Soviet ' merchant-

ships
vhich.
Jorts,
The
Ocean

tefending the north Adlantiie
ronvoy routes along which-500

nerchant - ships. d  month 2l g
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amnd - - fishing .- .vessg:ls
regularly. use . British TR

declaréd' purpose of ¢ .8
Safari is to practise 23
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convoys-- of char-.
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As far as' these training |

——

US carrier; America; and-her*

the  Iceland-UK. gap, where '

es round

Ocean Safari will end with
a bang on September 19,
when the Iowa looses off a-
demonstration ¢
from her 16-inch
where off Land’s End before
st_eamgnga up the Channel .to
give her crew a run- ashore ,
In Amsterdam. . :
Acknowledging yesterday .
that it might seem su rising
bring such an olrg lady
back into’ the front line; "Ad-
pointed out that
the Towa still' possessed pow-
erful’  communications. and”
firepower; immensely aug-
mented by the ship-launched
version of the Tomahawk' nu-
clear cruise: missile hased at-
Greenham Common, . :
¥ We wouM
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