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old conlainers

By Andrew Veitch,

Medical Correspondent

| The Department of Health is
%cumidering buying about 2,000
second-hand freight containers
to store medical supplies for a
nuclear attack.

The comfidential proposals,
drawn up by emergency plan-
ning officers and leaked to the
Guardian, would cost the Na-
tional Health Service an esti
mated £1.7 million.

| The contalners, the sort seen
|piled in dockyards, could be
packed with stretchers, bed-
{ding and bandages from the
| DHSS stockpile and distributed
| to the health regions, says the
| report.

|  The supplies, described Dby
| officers as obsolete but in ex-
, cellent condition, are stored in
! ive depots by the Department
! of the Environment's Property
| Services Agency.

|1t is unrealistic to believe
the stores could be distributed
in the tense period the Gov-
ernment assumes would pre-
cede an attack, says the report.
Sending them throughout the
country could “add credence "

that it should be able to put

plans into action within 48
hours.
The 39-page report was

drawn up by a team of emer-
sency planning officers led by
Mr John Barnes of South-east
and South-west Thames, and
including the North-east
Thames officer, Air Commo-
dore J. G. Greenhill. It was
submitted to the department
earlier this year. The DHSS
has warned that regions which
refuse to take their share of
the stockpile will have their
funds cut.

Mr Barnes said yesterday:
“ This {s an internal study for
health emergency planning of-
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A BMA spokesman said yes-
terday : " How would you over-
come the fact that in certain
areas these stocks would be
wiped out? How would you
get them into the right areas
and who would manage the
stockpiles ? Unless it was an
isolated attack or an actident,
an attack would leave no chain
of command.”

The civil defence report en-
visages each of the 14 English
regions taking up to 156 con-
tainers. A typical container
with a capacity of about 1,200
cubic ft would hold 1,000 blan-
kets, 100 stretchers, 20 rope
lashings, 100 water bottles,
three stoves, and 100 pillows.
They would' also have chloro-

ficers. The containers are one form inhalers, syringes and
option and they have to be forteps and would cost about
evaluated In detail. The de- £800 each.

partment has been deadly The container could be

quiet about the whole thing
but I believe they are having
negotiations with the PSA.”
The wider the supplies were
spread, the greater chance
there was that some might sur-
vive an attack. “ No one's got
a crystal ball to tell where to
put them. It depends on what

stored |at hospitals where ad-
ministrators would take
responsibility, military Dbases,

or| by local authorities and
“ painted to blend with
surroundings.” :

Mr Bob Jones, natiomal offi-
cer of the National Union of
Public Emplovees, said yester-
day: " The plan is ludp:rous.
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" ‘PIT BURIALS’ FOR
- BOMB VICTIMS
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:al Government Correspondent

PRESENTATIVES of the 155
ncils throughout the United
igdom which have declared
mselves ' “nuclear-free zones”
we to hear legal opinion next
2k on their position in relation
the Government’s latest
delines on civil defence.
The councils’ legal arguments
- based on the claim that the
nning assumptions issued by
Government’s last month are
detailed enough to form an
wquate basis for civil defence
asures they are legally
juired to take.
Jumbarton's district planning
wener Councillor lan Leitch, a

member of the  steering
committee of the Association of
Nuclear Free Zones Councils, said
yesterday authorities needed to
kfow much more about the
assumed attack patterns and the
local effects of a nuclear strike.

Councillor Leitch said: “If we
are to judge what to do we must
have a reasonable assumption of
what the Government expects to
happen. However, ‘1 believe the
Government will do everything inf
its power not to give realistic
assumptions, because if it did, the
public would be aware that their
street or community would be
destroyed.”

The new civil defence
regulations were clearly binding

in ﬁw, he added, but counsel's
opinion would give guidance on
what action was necessary from
the Government to make it
possible for councils to comply.

A special working party, of
which Councillor Leitch is a
member, is to meet next week
sibly in London, to consider the
g assumptions.in detail and
), it hopes, to hear legal advice.
The full association, which has
more than 24 Scottish members,
will meet in October to co-
ordinate strategy.

Meanwhile members of the
Convention of Scottish Local
Authorities' protective services
committee decided in Edinburgh
yesterday to postpone making a

and next week

response to the latest Scottish
Office consolidated circular of
guidance containing the planning
assumptions until November,
when a survey of councils’ views
will have been completed.

Members of Nalgo, the local
government union, employed by
Labour-controlled Central
Regional Council, are to be given
an assurance that they will not be
penalised if they refuse to take
part in civil defence activities.

The pledge follows an approach
by the Nalgo branch to ensure
that no employees would be
forced to become involved in civil
defence duties following two
Home Office circulars on civil
defence regulations.
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