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VROLD JACKSON in Washington on post-third world war planning
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As Mr Zuckerman reason-

ably points out, the post-war
planners are on a hiding o
nothing. 1f they do try to lay
down procedures for the sur-
vivars 1hey will inevitably he

accused of hving 1n a4 won-
derlind  Nat 1o draw up
stith schemes. on the other

hand, could be seen as gross

dareliction  of  dutv.  For
sears, in fact, the advocates
of a4 strong  America  have

heen ponting 1o the civil de-

fenee gap with the Soviet
I'nion, where the Kremiin
has deviced elaborate
schemes 1o disperse most of
ity popiutlation in an
emergency

But  President 1eagan’s

America 15 not simply at 1he
planning stuge The federal
government  rcegularly ob-
SENVes precautions in ocase of
a pre-emplive nucelear sirike,
The Central Locator Syvstem
Keeps a 24-inur track of the
Fresident and s 16 possible
SUUeessors Constitutionally,
all President Carter’s Cabinet
utficers lost  therr  johs ot
1201 pm Fastern Standard
Time on January 20, 98] —
excepl one Mr Harold
Brown was kept on as De-
fence Secretary (and poten-
tial President) in case every-
one else wus wiped out by
the Russians al the naugura-

tion  ceremony  on  Capitol
Hill He did nat how out
until - the  Reagans were
safely instailed

This planning for the sur-
vival nf constitutional
government could lead to
some  awkward moments in

the chans of nuclear war Mr

Zuckerman diseovered that,
nnee  the Speaker of the
House or anv of the other
designated  ~aecessare has
heen  sworn into  office. 1t
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In the wonderful world of
tpe Federal | Emergeney Man-
agement Agency, nothing has

heen left 'o chance Deen in
sonare  government  vault gy
federal vemergency  Plan D,
containing | the texts of  all
decrees Reiv o he  issned
by the government once the
nulloon has  gone up  ine
details arel dealt with in 4
separate  plan known s
Other Thap N which pre-

serthes, for) instance, that the
Interndl  Revenue  Service
Mmdy walve| penaities avainst
taxpayers filing iate returns
“due to reasonabie cause

Fvery vdar the Pentagon
rins a military chaplain’s nu-
cledar  tralning  course, in
which the | participants are
asstred that  <ince nuclear
svience 18 4| gift from God, it
is inherently good " Well,
some  of the time, anyway.
The chaplains are also cay-
tioned 1ha in ministering
to radioactive vastralties,
wear gloves 1if possible, pref.
erably rubber ™

The Federal Reserve Sys.
tem. America's central bank.
Is also well-prepared  com-
menting inoa hookle! distrib-
uted to member nstitutions
that “victory in a nuclear
war will belong to the coun-
trv which recovers first.” So
it has stashed several hillion
dollars 1n a secure place in
Cuipeper, Virginia, ready for
post-war distribution,

It also has a draft
requiring  all banks to he
open  for husiness “during
their  rvegulairly  estahlished
ours  without  regard 10
whether the head office or
any other branch or
branches are functioming "

The US postal service. for
I's part. nas prepdred a re-
vorded message 1o be broad-
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I'he private sector s ap-
parentls ot fulte S0
ar2danised as tne Gavernpent
DUL L ds certainly domg s

bit. Much of the officiai post-
wWar communication will go
OVeT commercial prnony lines

AL those  Beil e spnone
'ump.in). allv e rilsements  an
the wonders of its new aptr-
cal Bbre connections are not
simply  to de wirh calling
Aunt Mary 1 Spoxane. Un.
like copper wire, the new
connectors ar¢ unmune from

the disabling electromagnetic
pulse of a nuclear explosion.

Fhe survival book slore in
North Hollywood sells prim-
€rs on how lo cope the
post-nuciear world, mnchuding
4 sertes of five volumes on
“how to Kl Uhe emer-
gency planner for the Sovnny
Mobil Ol Companmy come
mented  that the conmpany's
stratesy s predicted on (he
wdea that .. our way of life,
including free enterprise, Mie
otl industry, and the Socons
Mobitl Ol Company can sur-
vive, recover, and win with
1"

There are, in fact, always
those who will sev the silver
liming, even in a mushroom
cloud  Mr ' Lloyd Addington,
a strategic analvst, was asked
to determine 1f the post-war
Amertcan economy could un-

n

derpin the  mulitary  opera-
Lions necessary 1o maintamn
the US as a4 world power,
His  report found  that ot
could The envibian economy,
he noted. “will have ahont
0 milhion fewer peaple to

support.”
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