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Doctors attack nucle
aftermath guidance as fantasy

By ALAN MacDERMID

CURRENT Government
guidance for the aftermath
of a nuclear war was
dismissed as worthless by
the country’s doctors yes-
terday.  “Delusion” and
“fantasy” were some of the
descriptions used by repre-
sentatives at the British

Medical Association’s
annual confernce in
Dundee.

Their targets included
_ the official pamphlet “Pro-
‘tect and Survive” of white-
washed windows fame, and
the more detailed home de-
fence circular (77)1, outlin-
. ing the organisation of the
‘National Health Service
after a holocaust.
Armed with the con-
clusions of their own board
of science, whose report

“The Medical Effects of
Nuclear War” is now on
sale as a paperback, many
members doubted whether
there would be a health
service at all.

However, the conference
rejected the idea that plan-
ning for the event was a
complete waste of time. It
passed a resolution deplor-
ing the possibility of nu-
clear warfare, but stating
that the medical profession
should be actively involved
in the contingency planning
for survival afterwards.

The sting in the tail said:
“In the light of the board of
science report, basic plan-
ning assumptions for health
services are unsound and
current departmental guid-
ance is inappropriate to
deal with such a catas-
trophe; therefore, this

meeting urges the Govern-
ment to produce realistic
plans to deal with a nuclear
attack in order to meet
these criticisms.”

There were those who
felt that the resources re-
quired to make such pre-
parations meaningful
would be better spent on
the health service now.

“The report tells us
there would probably be
tens of millions of casu-
alties,” said Dr Allison Hill
of West Berkshire. “It is
pure fantasy to imagine we
would be able to give even
palliative treatment.”

However, the chairman
of the BMA council, Mr
Tony Grabham, pointed out
that a nuclear attack might
not be all out. There could
be a oneoff “demon-
stration” attack which

would throw a great strain
on resources and it only
made sense to plan for it.

Attempts to align the as-
sociation one way or
another on the question of
disarmament failed to get
off the ground. A first
strike by representatives
from St Marylebone, re-
commending that the as-
sociation take no political
stance, wiped out a whole
series of motions calling
for a weapons freeze or
multilateral disarmament;
only one went so far as to
“not rule out” the
possibility of unilateral dis-
armament.

The accepted view was
that the BMA had done its
job in providing the facts in
the board of science report,
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up their own minds, and
the confernece agreed on a
campaign. to give its hor-
rific message the widest
possible circulation. .
" But it agreed that to take
a view on the merits of how
best to avoid such a
catastrophe, whether by
unilateral or muitilateral
disarmament or by main-
taining a deterrent, all of

which had advocates,
would reduce its credi-
bility.

“We speak with unchal-
lenged authority on medi-
cal matters. We tread on
dangerous ground when we
step beyond that,” Mr
Grabham told his col-
leagues.

Scots Professor ' Jimmy
Payne, an anaesthetist in

belts and on smoking, but
we are told we cannot fake
a stance on the most im-
portant issue of the day.”

Later Mr Grabham said
that the BMA was ready to
offer advice to the Govern-
ment on bridging the gap
between ‘its current think-
ing and the situation
predicted in the board of
science report. The BMA
would be looking at ways of
making summaries of the
report widely available,
with the possibility of dis-
tributing them through
schools and doctors’ wait-
ing rooms.

Among the predictions in

.the report is that Britain

could face attack in- the
order of 200 megatons or
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to enable individual mem- London, protested: “We
bers of the public to make have taken a stance on seat B8reater.
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