“brave Defender’

- exercise lesls.
defence plans

By Maj.-Gen. EDWARD FURSDON,

. Defence Correspondent
EKERCISE “Brave Defender,” which will
take place throughout mainland Britain
from Sept. 6 to 13, is a £3 million joint-service
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A munisterial decision has been
taken to overrule plans to include a
simulation of ,chemical warfare in
next  month's  war game.  The
eaercise. called Brave Defender, is
the biggest o take place since the !
war. and has the SAS aking the role
ol Warsaw Pact forces on a massive
subotage mission. The reason for the
change ol plans was the thought of
63,000 servicemen crawling over the
countryside  dressed in NBC
tnuclear. biological. chemical) suits.
Ministers apparently  thought that
the appearance ol cvbermen wearing
hee-keepers” hats would raise two
deep fechngs in British  citizens:
firstly, abject fear and. secondly. a
profound desire for eversone 1o be
issued with similar outfits in case of
war. The suits will thus be worn only
out ol the public gaze by RAF
wround  crews,  cleaning  aircrafl
“contaminated™ by nerve gas. The
decision contrasts with West Gier-
man war exercises in which NBC
sutts arc regularly donned. Yester-
day a MoD spokesman said that the
wargame differed from the full-scale
myvasion - eacrdises . mounted  n
Lurope. He had “no idea™ it the

original plans had been modified 1o -

eadlude chemical war simulation.
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