On the need for volunteers,
Councillor Kerley said the
document indicated that in the
event of a nuclear attack the
statutory bodies would not be
able to deal with the situation
alone. Regional and district
organisations would need con-
siderable assistance, particu-
larly in helping those who
courd not help themselves.

Non-local authority organisa-
tions such as the Health Board
would also need assistance.

Councillor Kerley said he
was happy to support: the idea
of emergency planning for
“‘genuine’’ civil emergencies
but what was being proposed
by this committee was simply
ridiculous.

“The most useful thing we
can do is to negotiate to try to

revent such attacks occurring.
Rlothing being proposed by this
committee will make any con-
tribution to negatins the effect
of a nuclear attack.’
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An Edinburgh councillor |
: opposes plans to recruit 4,000 |
yvolunteers to help Lothian |
. Region in the event of a nuc- |
. lear attack. ‘
~ Councillor Richard Kerley,
chairman of Edinburgh District
- Council’s liaison committee —
.a link between the district
-council and the city’s com-
. munity groups — said yester-
.day that information in his
. possession showed that Lothian

egional Council’'s civil
defence planning group pro-
posed to enlist workers from
community-based groups and
organisations.

The logistics suggested set-
ting up a network of special
emergency committees, the
appointment of local con-
trollers and the selection of
neighbourhood leaders.

The proposals are outlined in
a minute of the civil defence
&lzanning group marked “Not to

communicated directly or
indirectly to the Press or any
person not authorised to
receive it.”

Councillor Kerley said last
night that the documents
showed quite clearly that the
civil defence planning group
proposed to recruit people in-
volved in community councils
_and other community groups to
help them in their planning
against the eventuality of nuc- |

lear attack.
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He was concerned that this
was being seriously discussed
by an official committee of the
council and that these discus-
sions were being kept secret.

The network of emergency
committees, says the minute,
will be needed for a range of

urposes such as transferring
information speedily, passing
survival advice to the popula-
tion, organising assistance to
those unable to help them-
selves, preparing each com-
-munity to survive for a time
without outside help and safe-
guarding essential supplies
such as food, medicine and
water.
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