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Firemen to refuse cooperation
with nuclear war planning

y Keith Harper,
abour Editor -

The fire Brigades’ Union is
+ refuse to take part in a
ries of ‘civil defence schemes
med at training firemen to
val_with _the aftermath of a
iclear war. =~ .,

Leaders of the union, which
:presents 42,000 firemen said
sterday /that = they believe
:at the Government wanted to
ain_ groups .such as_ firemen
1d abmulance staff, to cope
ith a nuclear war. FAT

The  general secretary, illr
en . Cammeron said . last
ght: *“We see it very much

ii.a matter. of there being no
.'e after death.”

The Home Office has - invited
nion - representatives ' to: the
ire Service Training College,

Moretondin-Marsh, Glouces-
Tshire, next week to discuss
plan to :cope with a nuclear
ar. ‘

Mr Mike Fordham, the
BU’s assistant general . secre-
iry, “who will represent the
nion, said last night that a
ome Office document pro-

rosed two ‘courses in 19834

ad five courses each year
fterwards.

Nuclear bunker

HUGO DAVENPORT on how a Conservative councll defled Whitehall

THE Government is in dan-
ger of sabotaging its
campaign to force local auth-
orities to carry out civil
defence preparations against
a nuclear war because of its
own parsimony.

The risk arises from the finan-
cial pressures on councils
struggling under the threat of
rate-capping, and from the
miserly funds allocated to civil
iefence duties

This ironic twist in the cat-
ind-mouse ‘war ' between the
[58 ‘nuclear-free = authorities
and the Home Office became
embarrassingly apparent last
week when Hammersmith and
Fulham Council in London
refused to bear the cost of
building a new bunkerto protect
senior staff in time of war

Unlike the overwhelmingly

He said that normally when
training was undertaken, it had
to be within agreed proce-
dures, but “ there is no agreed
procedure to deal with a nuec-
lear war.”

The union's conference has
already  decided that its
members, will refuse to cooper-
ate in civil defence (training
for this purpose. Its executive
will be in session while the
conference is on, but Mr Ford-
ham.said that no further deci-
sions would be-required,

Mr  Fordham #pcinted out
that the Home Office document
said: that it intended to recruit
60 fire . officers to liaise be-
tween the Government and .the
fire authorities.

Mr Fordham said that this

.would be the first direct Gov-
rernment - involvement - in .

Te-
criiting fire staff, which has
alawys been done by fire auth-
orities,

The union would still cooper-
ate with training staff to assist
in ‘conventional wars and
where there was a natural dis-
aster.

The National Union of Pub-
lic Employees announced yes-
terday that its 12,000 members
in the ambulance service

Labour-controlled authorities
which make up the nuclear-free
lobby in local governments,
Hammersmith and Fulham is
Conservative controlled with
the support of two Liberals. It
has no pretensions to being
nuclear-free.

After examining the Govern-
ment’s specifications, Hammer-
smith decided that the existing
command centre—a neglected
room in the Town Hall qup-
ped with Second World War
telephones — could not be
brought up to the required
standard.

Nothing less than a new bun-
ker would fit the bill. The
borough architect costed it at
£592,950. The proposals were
sent to the Home Office with a
request for the 75 per cent aid
promised to complying coun-
cils.
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