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'THEP® is a growing revolt
amon; tiand’s local authorities
agains. che Government’s new
civil defence regulations.

Both Labour and Conservative
councils have united in fierce
criticism of the measures. They
are impossible to implement, they
claim.

The regulations include forcing
councils to plan for the evacuation
of civilians in the event of nuclear
attack, providing fall-out shelters
for the public and conscripting
council staff to take part in
training exercises. They are
designed to bring to heel the rebel
councils which forced
cancellation last September of the
Hard Rock exercise.

After dropping the war game
plan when the majority of Labour-
controlled councils refused to

participate the = Government
announced its intention of
tightening regulations and

compelling local authorities to
plan for and take part in civil
defence measures.

the

Defence under attack

By MARGARET VAUGHAN 23//§3

The regulations will be laid
before Parliament next month, by
which time all councils in Scotland
will have made observations on
them.

The Convention of Scottish
Local Authorities’ Labour-
dominated policy committee last
week rejected a draft of the new
rules as  “hypocritical”. A
defeated amendment by the
Conservative group called for

central government to take
responsibility for civil defence.
In Conservative-controlled

Grampian Region convener John
Sorrie launched a scathing attack
on the plans: “We believe
precautions should be coming
from central government rather
than foisting responsibility on to
local authorities,” he said. -

ruled ‘“convener Dr  William
Fitzgerald said that while the

council supported th
Government in principle
problemsd were anticipated in
persuading staff to train for civil
defence.

Central Region has expressed

o

its total opposition to the
proposals. i

In  Lothian, the council’s
emergency planning  officer,

Colonel Tan Cameron, last week 2Uthorities to prepare plans

told a meeting that, for. the first

time, reference was being Bmaauo_imm 4 n_ﬂcﬂ Dmm.w_uom swnﬁm
: ser. who wi ave the task o
by the Government to the "Bnmmmm.w_.h.:m_.sm recalitrant authorities

of population. He

4 “Evacuation I can only imagine is

a contingency regulation.

Strathclyde Regional Council's
‘depute leader Charles Gray said:
“There is no way we will be
providing public defence shelters.
* The Government plans to make

,£2.3m available to Scottish local
authorities this “ year for civil
defence.

Trench war
stepped up
on nuclear

critics G-
3i[7/84
By Paul Brown

The Home Office is making
a new attempt to force local

for civil defence. It has ap-

into line.

The new appointment — a
£20.000-a-year-post — has gone
to Mr Eric Alley, emergency
planning officer of Humberside
County Council.

For months the Government
has been preparing to tackle
the 150 or so local authorities
which have declared them-
selves nuclear free zones and

—

‘Joee

see no point in preparing for a
nuclear war.

-

The circular advising coun- |
cils of the new appointment
comes at the end of the par-
hamentary session, which will!
give local authorities the sum-
mer to think over their posi-
tion.

The Government is also
clearly trying to defuse the re-
action the new move is bound |
to have.

In another unusual step the
Home Office has not issued
the press with copies of the
circular  For guidance, the
Home Office says local authori-
ties should make plans for
civil defence which are * flexi-
ble enough to deal with prob-
lems amsing in a period of
international tension or nzn:...n
conventional war, as well as in

the remote event of a nuclear
attack.”

The nuclear free local au-
thorities, however, will see this
as a back door way of getting
them 1o appoint the emergency
committees and find the bun-
kers which the Government
wants 1n the event of a nu-
clear attack.
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Plans for government at re
gional level when central
government bhreaks down and
war emergency planning for
the fire brigade are the sub-
lect of twn more circulars cov-
ering aspects of the same
ground The Fire Brigades
Uimon has already objected 1n
orinciple to the 1dea
In 4 Cumimons written reply,
M1 Leon Brttan the Home
worelary  has announced the
ippointment of Brigadier John
Bryan Bettridge, as principal

of the Civil Defence College at
Easingwold. He is currently
Commandant of the Royal

School of Artillery, Larkhill.




