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* 5,500,000 population from the terri--

‘,fftonal ambitions of a'Greater Serbia.

. It is pointless for the British govern-"

.ment to insist on respect for recog-

nised national boundaries unless it
- has the political will to enforce them. -

Are the boundaries of Bosnia still

. worth bothering .about? If the
. London peace conference next week

- Gorazde, so that territorial gains by-

- Serbia are better resisted.

" ""This has - to - be “done -without

undermining the UN humanitarian

" mission in the region. Traditionally,
govemmems do thls ocwertly. accord- N

says they are; economic blockade will
not be enough to bring the Serbian
war machine to a halt and politicians

'to serious negotiation. The most -

effective strategy is the provision of
weapons -to strengthen the multi--
ethnic defenders of Sarajevo and

Sir, The government is nght 0 press,
»yfor more  humanitarian” aid to’a
~7 million refugees in Bosnia threat-"
-ened with death..from 'a brutal

eas= and sub-zero temperatures m‘
the winter months ahead. It is also *
right that UN food convoys negotiate” *
witheir way - to'
Hfor as longas.

ing to the brutal logic of war. It is-a
-tough decision to take, but the alter-~
"_native is equally <cynical: leaving two
~ million Muslim citizens to their fate.

Yours faithfully,

JOHN YARNOLD,
Citizens” Appeal fur Bosma,
PO Box 904,

~London SW18 ZXB
_August 20 o

c From Lord Hylton and M rDawd
Alton, MP for Liverpool,
'Mossiey Hill (Liberal Democrat)

-Sir, "Can Bosma-Herzegovma be

‘reconstituted.-as  an indépendent

“~iulti-ethnic - state -within . -its . rec-. .

. ognised " boundaries? Or, - after so

- much: killing and violence, - will it’
“have to.be cantonised along tribal
lines?” Dependable _guarantees are ™
’.necessary to protect the interests of

.. the . ‘majorities ‘of Kosovo -~ and

" Macedonia, and of the minorities

.- both there and in Vojvodma‘ R
‘Upto’ now aggression has pros-

pered and -illusions may ‘still be.
* hanging in the air of a Greater Ser- -
“¥ bia, recreating its l4th-century em-:
pire. The Western powers have a,

duty to dispel such illusions, making

it plain that Serbia-Montenegro will
lose not only trade and aid, but also - -
its air force, navy and armaments

industry, unless 1t starts to comply

; with recognised standards of nat-

[donal and international behaviour. .
(Air . power could achieve this,

- without involving additional land .

forces. The time has come to move

from crisis management 10 conflict -

- resolution. To avoid raising hopes

- that-cannot be fulfilled, the bondon

conference should be postponed

Yours fanhfully,
HYLTON, -
"DAYID ALTON .
Palace of Westrmnster
August 23
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| Restnctlons on: prlvate prosecutlons

. From Mr Francis Bennion

*- 8ir, The citizen's right at corhmon
" law to initiate a prosecution. referred
_to by Lord Robertson of Oakridge

- (letter, August 19), is matched by the -
-state’s right at common law to’

terminate any DIDSCCI.IUOI’I

The latter exists because the over-
riding criterion in a particular caseis:
.- whether it accords with the public.

interest t0 prosecute. The state, in the

- form ultimately .of the " Attomey :

. General. is the iudoe of that

Of course it can be argued that the
public interest test is wrong. Where

- there is evidence that an offence has -

been committed, why not in every
case prosecute 1o conviction? If
leniency is called for, canngot it be left

. to the judge or magistrate in sentenc-
‘ing, or the exercise of the prerogatwe

of mercy?

There aré answers. l give just one .
example. Lord Robertson instances

the offence of possessing indecent

¢ photographs of a child as requiring -
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) Need for warmng

_of civil dlsasters

From Sir the Rose

_Sir, A decision is to be made later this

year by the Home Secretary on the
replacement of the exzstmg wartime
su'en system. Its equlpment is com-
ing to the end of its life expectancy

- and will not function much longer; it

‘is not generally used for emergencies
in peacetime, but it still hias a role in
prowdlng flood wammgs m certain
parts of the country; .

A limited number of hazardous

*sites in Britain:have already installed
. sirens, - but - there - is no : standardi-
- sation of either the warning sound or

actions to be taken. There are also no
provisions for- warning of incidents -
arising fromthe" transportation_of

_hazardous miaterial to these sites,

The estimated cost of replacing the

“existing - warning - system . is - £30
-.million; at S5p per person this would
.appear 1o be good value for money.
*. *Whilst the :currént, international
+ situation may, cast doubt as to the
“need for such.expenditure solely for

-use in timée of war, there remains a
peacetime need to warn the public of

.-dangers from flooding or the release
of hazardous chemlcals or radlo-

active materials.-;
‘A national systern for alemng the

lpubhc in the event of a civil emer-

gency is long overdue. These systems .
exist in several of our neighbouring

" countries in the European Commu-

nity, and Holland, Denmark and
Germany ~have ' recently invested

heavily in new warnmg and pubhc
‘information systems. .

" These mqu:rements have been

. under- consideration - within the
- Home Office for several years, at the

instigation of the professional emer-

* gency community. The Home Secre-
- tary should’ now. give further con-
-'sideration to the actions taken by his

.~ European counterparts, ‘and to mak-

ing this necessary investment for the

. protection of the Brmsh pubhc.

Yours faithfully, .~ .
CLIVEROSE ' = : -
{Chaimman, Civil Protection -
Co-ordination Group), -

.-Chimney House,

Lavenham, Sudbury. Suffolk

Court anomalles >
From MrP. G. Wardle "

Sir, Last Monday a £250 ﬁne wnh
£1,450 costs was imposed by Hay-
wards Heath magistrates’ court on
Mr Chris Eubank for driving Wllh- -

it Arra nnra nnd astomilaea .




