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Civil defence guide ignores nuclear winter

By Richard Norton-Taylor
and Rosemary Collins

THREE government depart-
ments yesterday released de-
tailed guidance on civil de-
fence after a nuclear attack,
without referring to recent
studies that even a limited
exchange could lead to the
“ nuclear winter.”

The Home Office, which
repeats the traditional advice
that the best protection is to
stav at home, says in is
guidance to local emergency
planning officers: * The Sug-
gestion that the use of nu-
clear weapons might have
long-term physical effects is
ing lives in the immediate
aftermath of a nuclear at-
tack.” It might be safe to
emerge from a shelter 48

hours after an attack.

Similar advice is given in
a Ministry of Agriculture
pamphlet which says that
pigs and poultry can survive
for two days without water,
and cattle and sheep for four
or five days.

Farmers shoud use sheets
of polythene to protect their
cattle and water supplies,
and shovel earth into their
lofts to minimise the effects
of nuclear war,

The ministry has printed
15,000 copics of the docu-
ment  after two years’
research and it replaces ad-
vice published in 1958, al-
though little has changed. In
the old booklet farmers were
advised to protect their cat-
tle with sheects of tarpauin.

The third initiative which
came out of Whitehall ves-
terday was given a guarded
welcome by the British Medi-
cal Association.

Dr John Dawson, co-author

of the BMA’'s own nuclear
war report, said that in its
consultative paper sent to
health  authorities, the De-
partment of Health and

Social Sccurity had made a
more honest attempt to rec-
ognise the problems and

importznt  differences byer-
tween conventional and ju.
clear attacks.

It says health authoritics

should plan for a rapid dis-
persal of supplics and equip-
ment and that staff should
be trained to work in primi-
tive conditions. It does not
make the point that hospital

equipment — X-ray ma-
chines, for example — are
increasingly built into
hospitals.

As to who should be

regarded as worthy of treat-
ment, it suggests only that
this should be up to *“the
sole discretion” of the secre-
lary of state.

The DHSS circular adds:
“ With massive numbers of
casualties, a reduction in the
health  facilities available,
disorganiscd  transport and
poor communications it can-
not be expected that any-
thing approaching peacetime
standards of care would be
available to all who required
it."

The Home Office empha-
sises the need for * flexible "

arrangements on the training
of civil defence volunteers,
It urges emergency planning
officers to look for suitable
communal shelters.

But it said yesterday that
its new version of the widely
criticised Protect and Sur-
vive pamphlet is not ready,
nor was its advice on the
effect of chemical weapons.

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture leaflet, described by Mr
John Home-Robertson,
Labour’s agriculture spokes-
man as “ high-octane drivel,”
says that farmers should
make sure that any workers
using noisy machinery on
the day of nuclear attack are
told that the whistle or gong
has sounded, as otherwise
they might not hear it

" People many miles away
might sce the flash, hear the
explosion or see the mush-
room-shaped cloud. In that
case, even if no other warn-
ing had been given, it should
be assumed that radioactive
fallout might arrive.”

Farnfers should wash and
peel any fruit and vegetables
covered with radioactive dust
before eating them, and feed
“cereal crops which have
been badly affected by radia-
tion only to livestock.” Mr
John Hume Robertson said
yesterday that it was outra-
geous to publish the leaflet
only weeks before the inter-
national Scientific Committee
on Problems of the Environ.
ment considers the nucler
winter thesis.
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Just 1n case the rate demand isn't

sufficiently alarming to Barrow-in-

accompanied by a leaflet on what to

Furness residents, the latest bills are
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official told me Barrow was a cul-de-

sac off the M6 - “You come in alive
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