—

. the

Csiight .
~head. ,Perhlpxn:he

" cumstances. e

- unable to bear any li

Christopher Driver on

the forgotten victims

at Hiroshima &;MWM
v [8[&4-

Fallen
out

WHO is worse off
Jupanese ' atomic
victim ?

Simple: &8 Korean atomic
bomb victim.

But the atomic bomb was
never dropped on Korea?

No, but & was dropped on
about 100,000 Koreans in Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki, on
August 6th and 9th, 1945.

What were they doing
there? What happened to
them ? .

They were slave labourers.
3ost of them died, of course.
The others im| 5
Chang Youngkeun, for
instance : :

“ At 'the Minamy uniform
tactory in Hiroshima we
were used as helpers and
clesners, doing all the odd

than a
bomb

"jobs. That day I was taking
some cargo in & horse-drawn

cart. When I had gone only
a2 few hundred metres from
factory, while I was
tightening ¢he cargo from
the rear, 1 saw sudden light-
ning and passed out. Some
#me later, I crawled out
from underneath the cart to
see the horse standing still,
profusely bleeding, with his
eyes closed tight. Seon the
horse collapsed and died I
was all right except fer
from my
CArge

the g:-t

tected me from

:mh of the heat wave.

"« When [ eame back ta the

tactory, 33 of the 53 of us
W

together from

The bright ideas depart-
ment of British civil defence
had better make a note of
the grated potato cure.
Koreans are famously
but 100 per cent su ul
shortterm first aid -sounds
uncemmonly good im the eir-
1sng-term,
though, was not opea to such
remedies.

.« Chu Myongsoon has been
lying in a dark attic_reom
for the past 30 years. She is
t, not
even that of a candle. On
August 9, 1945, she was two
years old. Carried on her
mother's back, she was near
the Nagasaki train station
when the fiash and blast lev-

| elled evervthing around her.”
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Kai Hong, a mn{uvs-e(u-
ted teacher of phil
and logic from Korea, quétes
these accounts im thke Sha-
vianstyle political commen-
tary be attaches te his first

gny Hibakusha atomic
mb victim) which different
theatre groups are to .
form this month in
Budapest and Ed
the Cambridge Mummers).
be e -hh'l;lch e

m Bagl on
Cribb describes as RBrecht-by-
accident — describe a year
in the desth of a Kerean
hibakusha family.

The existemce of the text,
m:ribbledi mmostly ‘in toi:rant
progressive cafes nﬁ pes
and Berkelez. and Y-
{ll-printed by the Interna-
tional Youth Theatre Centre
in Tokyo, is a tribute to the
persuasive tenacity of its au-
thor, who sat on the grass in .

‘6t James's Square under the

plank stare of the Libyan

Embassy, and talked.
Not of past nts — “It’'s
a Westera usion that
Hiroghima

you've und a
when you've discovered and
‘what bep-

described exacly

pened " — but &f ut ex-
ons: mry of

apanese  racism

nuclear arms race.
Hiroshima, and fer that
matter the Xoresn war, are

g
er .2
brewer.) Only in 1981 &id he

learn of his country’s willy-
pilly involvement in Japan's

catacl of the esti-
o ted 18,000 hjbakushas

in presemt-day,
: Kores, many-of them
sl ignognt‘,, at ‘é

i
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from Japan for th
the three
slave labourers

on Hsmbursoonot Hiroshima,
and that 18, Dutch or Pol-
ish survivors of a slave I
pour force there were DOW
living i Amsterdam or War-
saw ; would anybody need to
discover them and write a
Teast of all 2
intellectual
1ike

Kai. But

world fell out erently,
and left him — when he is
not teaching formal logic to

computer grammers _ in
College,

Wagner New York
— searching for Nis own
people’s damaged roets. “All
philosophy ends in political
philesephy,” he said G
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