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Our achievements
I am pleased to report on a very

productive and successful 2024 on
behalf of the Board.

In February we distributed the first of
our new briefing series on Devonport
nuclear submarine port and followed
up with a public meeting in Plymouth
in May.

The second briefing, published in
July, detailed the US-UK Mutual
Defence Agreement (MDA), which
was due for renewal and we co-hosted
a well-attended webinar with CND.
Our work was cited in a House of
Commons library briefing, sparking a
House of Lords debate in October.

We produced a section for ICAN’s
‘Surge’ report on global nuclear
spending, presented on the UK
programme to the Scientific
Advisory Group for the Treaty on the

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons at a
seminar in Geneva and contributed to
a session at CND’s annual conference.
We also provided advice and support to
NGOs and campaign groups, including
Aldermaston Women’s Peace Camp,
Nuclear Education Trust, BASIC,
Medact, ICAN, CND, the Federation
of American Scientists, the Global
Campaign on Military Spending, the
Acronym Institute, and the Baptist,
Methodist and United Reformed
Church’s Joint Public Issues Team as
well as journalists and researchers.

In September we organised events at
the Scottish Parliament and National
Library of Scotland in Edinburgh
celebrating the return of the John
Ainslie archives that we have digitised
and published.

Work began on a briefing on Faslane
and Coulport nuclear submarine
bases to be published in 2025. All our
reports and briefings are available at
www.nuclearinfo.org/reports and our
webinars and videos on our YouTube
channel.


http://www.nuclearinfo.org/reports

Our impact

The press and parliamentary response
to our MDA briefing was a substantial
impact of our work. The debate in

the Lords is the first time in decades
that changes to the treaty have been
scrutinised in parliament before being
ratified. Our calls for scrutiny were
cited in the debate, in which peers
called for the government to commit
to regular parliamentary scrutiny of
the MDA and reform of parliament’s
treaty ratification process.

Our status as the ‘go-to’ source

of information on the UK

nuclear weapons programme has
increased during the year through
engagement with NGOs, press and
parliamentarians. The Financial Times,
The Guardian, The New Yorker and The
Federation of American Scientists/
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists quoted
us on the myriad problems in the UK’s
upgrade programmes.

Our people

We were delighted that Kate Hudson,
recently retired General Secretary

of CND, agreed to support NIS by
joining our Patrons. In December

we learned that David Cullen would
be leaving to join BASIC and we're
grateful for his continued support as
an advisor.

Iwould like to thank staff, volunteers
and fellow board members for their
tireless dedication and excellent
achievements in 2024. We are also
very grateful for all our funders and
donors and look forward to continuing
to provide our unique research and
information service to all.



Highlights of 2024

Devonport

Devonport briefing

Our Devonport briefing was launched
at a public meeting in Plymouth with
invites to all local councillors and
MPs. The event resulted in some new
connections willing to update us on
local issues and activities around the
base.

The briefing covers the history, the
key facilities, current activities, some
of the issues and delays besetting
the site as well as known future
infrastructure plans and costs. The
UK’s four Vanguard nuclear-armed
and nuclear-powered submarines
are maintained at Devonport and 15
of the UK’s 22 aged, rusting, out-of-
service nuclear submarines await
dismantling and safe defuelling.

US-UK Mutual
Defence Agreement

US-UK Mutual Defence
Agreement (MDA) briefing

The MDA is the treaty that governs
the relationship between the nuclear
weapons programmes of the United
Kingdom and United States which

is unique amongst nuclear armed
states for the level of dependency and
technical integration involved.

Our MDA briefing ignited a strong
response from campaign groups to
the government's decision to stop

the ten yearly reviews of the US-UK
agreement and a debate in the House of
Lords moved by Lord Goldsmith led to
calls for greater parliamentary scrutiny.
The debate, which can be found on
Hansard as ‘UK-US Co-operation on
Using Atomic Energy for Mutual
Defence’ was held on 23 October.



NIS and colleq@llies at National Library of Scotland

The Ainslie Archives homecoming

We were thrilled the National Library of Scotland agreed to host a homecoming
public event in Edinburgh on 12 September to mark their new collection and

the continuing importance of the late Reverend John Ainslie’s nuclear weapons
research and reports. The archive consists of over 3,000 documents, reports,

FOI requests, declassified government memos and press cuttings dating from
Cold War times as well as around 20 detailed reports, expertly researched and
authored by John and still highly relevant today. A well attended public exhibition
of items from the archive and an evening speaker event included John’s Scottish
CND and NIS colleagues.

Bill Kidd MSP tabled a debate in the Scottish parliament on the same day where
anumber of MSPs reflected on the quality of John's work and his activism and
NIS was thanked for its work in preserving and publishing the archive on its
website. Work is underway to include optical character recognition for searching
the archive.

The debate and the library speaker recordings can be found on the Nuclear
Information Service YouTube channel along with video shorts on John and the
archive highlights.



Balance sheet

2024 2023
Current assets
Bank accounts - current 1,499 3,420
- deposit 30,929 40,043
32,428 43,463
Debtors and prepayments 6,733 583
39,161 44,046
Current liabilities
Accruals (20) (500)
Creditors (1,419) (1,923)
Net current assets 37,722 41,623
Funds
Unrestricted funds 10,254 8,072
Restricted funds 27,468 33,551
Total funds 37,722 41,623

We are grateful for the generous support received from the Joseph Rowntree

Charitable Trust and all our individual donors and grant providers who have

helped to fund our work.

Note: Restricted funds support NIS’s educational aims and are supported

through grant funding. Unrestricted funds are spent on work which may not

qualify as charitable such as political work or legal costs.

We rely on individual donations to fund some specific project work.

If you would like to help support our work you can donate by PayPal, bank

transfer or cheque, or by leaving a legacy. Visit www.nuclearinfo.org/donate



http://www.nuclearinfo.org/donate

Income and expenditure account

Unrestricted Restricted

funds funds 202+ 2023
Income
Grant: Joseph Rowntree _
Charitable Trust 62,260 62,260 66,980
Grant: ICAN - 4,360 4,360 -
Grant: Lansbury House _ 3,000 3,000 B
Trust
Grant: Marmot
Charitable Trust - 6,150 6,150 -
Grant: Greenpeace
Environmental Trust - - - 4,287
Grant: HT and LB
Cadbury Charitable - - - 2,000
Trust
Grant: Ainslie Archive - - - 2,000
Legacy Fund - 500 500 500
Donations 2,139 - 2,139 1,386

2,139 76,270 78,409 77,153
Expenditure
Staff costs 640 63,363 64,003 74,192
Training - - - -
Travel - 3,226 3,226 506
Office costs 58 9,057 9,115 17,427
Board expenses - 304 304 723
Volunteer expenses - 485 485 501
Projects/events - 5,918 5,918 2,214

698 82,353 83,051 95,563

Net movement in funds
before interest and tax 1,441 (6,083) (4,642) (18,410)
Investment income 885 - 885 854
Taxation (144) - (144) (162)
Net movement in funds 2,182 (6,083) (3,901) (17,718)
Balances brought 8,072 33,551 41,623 59,341
forward at 1 January
Balances carried 10,254 27,468 37,722 41,623

forward at 31 December




Nuclear Information Service

We are an independent, non-profit research
organisation. We investigate the UK nuclear weapons
programme and publish accurate and reliable
information to stimulate informed debate on
disarmament and related issues.

Sign up to our newsletter here: Donate to our work here:
www.nuclearinfo.org www.nuclearinfo.org/donate

Download our reports here:
www.nuclearinfo.org/reports
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