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One woman’s extraordinary correspondence mth ]

A mother’s
lie that
‘1aunched
a nuclear
quest for

the truth

From the bo.:k cover of Letters for
Y

IT was having to lie to her 12-year-old
son that really upset Deirdre Rhys-
Thomas. “Do you think there is going
to be a nuclear war, Mum?” he asked
as she tucked him up in bed one night.
“I knew that if I didn’t reassure him
he would toss and turn all night — and
maybe for many mghts after that. I

had no choice, but I was angry.”
Of course we all kid ves about
nuclear war. Human beings are

pastmasters at putting aside such
unpleasant possibilities. “Don’t dwell
on it,” “Put it to the back of your

mind,” “It may never happen”
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